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Peslie Pierson RIP

it is .with the deepest regret that we have to report the death of a dear friend and
loyal member of this Society - Leslie Pierson.

Les came with Peter Begent to our very first meeting, conveying the Heraldry

Society's recegnition of our inauguration. He soon became a member, creating a long

and happy association withthe Chilterns Heraldry Group, of which he was then the organiser - chairman,

secretary, treasurer, programme secretary and everything else.

Over the years he has given us several talks on heraldic subjects sharing his own wide interests in the field -

cains, livery companies and religious processtons, among others.

However it is as a friend that we shall remember him for his generosity, toleration and kindliness. His special

gifts enabled him to create friendships among those who he and Mary brought together.

In recent years he has coped valiantly and cheerfully with several aspects of ill-health and borne them

bravely. The end came, mercifully, peacefully on Sunday, 17th August at home after devoted care by Mary.

He will be greatly missed by all who knew him, in the field of heraldry and more widely.

We offer Mary our sincere sympathy at this time, and hope that she will feel supported by the thoughts

and prayers of her friends. fMap be rest in peace KH
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Enitorial

Your Editors apologise for the lateness of Seaxe which has been
caused mainly by the indisposition of the "compositor”.
We shall endeaveour to catch up by the end of the year.
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Militaria $0.33 — The Buke of
Pellington’s Regiment

The Duke of Wellington's Regiment (West Riding) was
formed in 1881 by the amalgamation of the 33rd (Duke
of Wellington’s Regiment) and
the 76th Regiment of Foot. The
amalgamated regiment’s initial title
was The Duke of Wellington's
(West Riding Regiment) changed
in 1921 to The Duke of
Wellington’s Regiment (West
Riding) . The senior of the current
regiment’s components was the
33rd (Duke of Welhngtons
Regiment) which had
in 1702 as
The Earl
of Huntingdon's Regiment of
Marines. The name of the
regiment subsequently changed
with its colonels until 1751 when
it became the 33rd Regiment of
Foot. In 1782 this was changed
to the 33rd (or 1st Yorkshire = — :
West Riding) Regiment of Foot and in 1853 Queen
Victoria gave permission for the regiment to be named
after its most distinguished former officer as the 33d
(Duke of Wellington's Regiment), the only British
Regiment to be named after a subject not of the Blood
Rovyal,

Former members of the regiment are Field Marshal The
Duke of Wellington (1769-1852) - joined 76th Foot
from the 73rd Foot in 1787 and was gazetted as a major
to the 33rd Foot in 1793. He has statues at Hyde Park
Corner and the Royal Exchange. Field Marshal HRH The
Duke of Cambridge (1819-1904) - attached to 33rd
Foot for drill in 1838. He has a statue in Whitehall,

The Duke of Wellington's Regiment has quite a number
of nicknames - it is universally known as The Duke’s or
The Dukies but also as the Havercakes or Have-a-Cake
Lads from the practice of the recruiting officer
proffering an oatcake (a haver) on the tip of his sword to
entice recruits. The Hindoostan Regiment because of its
distinguished conduct in the Hindustan Campaign (1803-
05) and because of its exceptionally long service in India.
From its its high casualty rate in Lake's campaign - The
Immortals or The Old Immortals. - during the Mahratta
War [1803-05] almost every man had one or more
wounds. They were also known as The Seven-and--
Sixpennies from the 2nd.Bn. (76th).

The regimental badge is the Wellington crest and the
motto is also that of the Wellesley family. The lron Duke
served in and later commanded the Regiment. The badge
is described as The crest of the Duke of Wellington upon
his motto Virtutis fortuna comes (Fortune favours the

brave).

Emblazoned Battle Honours won by both regiments
include:-

War of Austrian Succession (1740—8): Dettingen.

Third Mysore War (1789— 91): Mysore.

Fourth Mysore War (1799): Seringapatam.

First Maratha War(1803—5): Ally Ghur; Delhi 1803;

Leswarree Deig.

Peninsular War (1808— 14); Corunna; Nive; Peninsula.

Hundred Days (1815): Waterloo.

Crimean War (1854—5): Alma; Inkerman; Sevastopol.
Abyssinian War (1867—8); Abyssinia,

South African War (1899—1902}): Relief of Kimberley:;
Paardeburg; South Africa 1900—1902,

Great War: Mons; Maine 1914, 1918; Ypres 1914, 1915,

1917, Hill 60; Somnme 1916, 1918; Arras 1917, 1918; Cambrai
1917, 1918; Lys; Piave; Landing at Suvia.

Third Afghan War (1919): Afghanistan 1919,

Second World War: Dunkirk 1940; St Valéry-en-Caux; Fontenay
le Pesnil; North-West Europe 1940, 1944-5; Djebel Bou Aoukaz;
Anzio; Monte Ceco; Sittang 1942; Chindits 1944, Burma 1942—4,
Korean War (1950-3): The Hook 1953; Korea 1952—3. An
elephant with howdah and mahout circumscribed ‘Hindoostan’ is
also borne on the colours

Accredited Battle Honours

Great War: Le Cateau; Retreat from Mons; Aisne 1914; La
Bassée 1914; Nonne Bosschen; Gravenstafel; Stlulien; Aubers;
Albert 1916, 1918; Bazentin; Delvile Wood; Poziéres; Flers—
Courcelette; Morval; Thiepval; Le Transloy; Ancre Heights; Scarpe
1917, 1918; Arleux; Bullecourt; Messines 1917, 1918; Lange-
marck 1917; Menin Road; Polygon Wood; Broodseinded
Poelcapelle; Paschendaele; St Quentin; Ancre 41918; Estaires;
Hazebrouck; Bailleul; Kemmel; Béthune; Scherpenberag; Tardenois;
Amiens; Bapaume 1918; Drocourt-Quéant; Hindenburg Line;
Havrincourt; Epéhy; Canal duNord; Selle; Valenciennes; Sambre;
France and Flanders 1914-18; Vittorio Veneto; Italy1917-1918;
Suvla; Scimitar Hill; Gallipoli 1915; Egypt 1916.

Second World War: Tillysur Seulles; Banana Ridge; Medjez Plain;
Gueriat el Atach Ridge: Tunis; North Africa 1943; Campoleone;
Rome; Italy 1943-5; Paungde; Kohima

Pictoria Cross

Seven members of the regiment have been awarded the
Pictoria Cross — two in the Abyssinian War (1867—8), one
in the South African War (1899-1902), two in the Creat
War and one in the Second World War. First awards were
made to Drummer M. Magner, later Corporal (1840-95)
and Private F. Bergin, later Sergeant (1845—80) Magdala,
Abyssinia, The last award was to Private Arthur Poulter
who over several days in April 1918 and on at least ten
occasions carried badly wounded men on his back to a
safer locality through a particularly heavy artillery and
machine-gun barrage. Two of these were hit a second
time whilst on his back. The order to withdraw never
reached the DWR as the messengers were killed before
they could deliver the order.. Private Poulter, in full view
of the advancing enemy, returned and carried back
another man who had been left behind wounded. He
bandaged up over forty men under fire and continued
until he was seriously wounded when attempting another
rescue in the face of the enemy.






