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Roger Matthetvs RIP

As recorded in the last issue of The Seaxe, we have lost a loyal
member of this Society, and a good friend, with the death of
Roger Matthews.

Some of us were able to represent the Society at his funeral at
St Lawrence Church, Eastcote on 28th February. The church

was full, a fitting tribute to a man with many interests and

friends from many organisations. We are grateful to Roger's

brother-in-law, Hendryk Drysch for much of the background to Roger's life and wide-ranging activities.

From his days as boy and man in the RA.F. came his interest in drums and ceremonial and in doing things
‘properly’. His distinguished Police service of 30 years involved him in motor cycles, and in the use of
firearms at which he excelled. While devotedly caring for Sylvia in her long illness, he was still able to
channel his energies and talents in many directions, including active service to his church, gardening,
bowling, maintaining his connections with the RAFA and with shooting, local history, and walking their
beloved Labradors - all rescue dogs. He took early retirement in order to nurse Sylvia full-time during

what turned out to be the last year of her life.

To us in the Middlesex Heraldry Society he was a one-time Vice-Chairman and a long-standing, active
member of the committee. Probably his greatest contribution was in fund-raising through the

‘Bring-and-buy’ stall which he ran for several years.

His main interest in heraldry was in design, painting and calligraphy. He helped to create arms for
organisations with which he was connected; his last and greatest achievement was the design for the
memorial window at St. George's Church, RAF. Halton, which has been accepted, and thanks to his fund-

raising, will be commissioned later this year.

Roger’s positive attitude in all things enabled him to cope with cancer by refusing to give in to it. and his
cheerfulness throughout led us to believe that he would win through - and perhaps in his own way he did.

He will be much missed by all who knew him for his generosity, kindness and courage.

KH

May he rest in peace.
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Some  Rerollections of Roger

Mattheing by Hendryk Drysch

Roger Ellis Matthews was born on 27th January 1938.
He was educated at Edmonton, North London, untit his
family moved to Scuth Harrow
where he received his Secondary
education at South Acton
Technical College. On leaving
school Rogerjoined the Roval Air
Force at the RAF Halton Boys'
Apprentice College. This followed
on from his membership of the
Air Training Corps. Although the
College existed to train young
men for a trade it also had a pipe
and drum military band which
Roger joined as a Drummer,
Halton must have had a great
impact on Roger as he
attended their annual reunions
untit very recently. Rumaour has
it that on the last occasion he
borrowed a drum from RAF
Uxbridge so that he could join
in at Halton at the reunion!

On completion of his trade
training he commenced duties
at Brize Norton as an Airframe
Fitter and achieved the rank of corporal before buying
himself out in 1961 to join the Metropolitan Police.
However this was not to be the end of his association
with the RAF as some thirty years later he became the
Standard Bearer of the Aircrew Association at Uxbridge
Branch. Like everything he did in his life there was only
one way to do things - the proper way. Being the
smartest standard hearer was an ambition Roger
achieved and | am told that it has been known for him to
advise other standard bearers on their turn out - in ways
that only Roger could. You always knew when you had
been reprimanded by Roger - his nephew can vouch for
that! He was always very smart, well disciplined and
everything had to be right.

Roger joined the Metropolitan Police on 20th March 1961
and his initial training was at the infamous Peel House in
Victoria.  After training he was sent to Harrow and
Wembley Pclice Station as a foot duty officer and he and
his wife moved into the police flat above the old Wembley
Police Station. The traffic garage was at the rear of the
pelice staticn and Roger thought that driving fast motor
cycles and cars was far more attractive than plodding
round the streets of Wembley. So, in 1968 he was
selected for traffic patroi duties and was transferred to
Barnes.. After a short spell around Central London he was
transferred to Alperton Carage where he spent the rest
of his service,

In May 1981 he was selected and trained as a Specialist
Rifleman - in the eighties there was no Firearm Branch
and if firearms were required trained rifiemen were either
called from home or taken off pormal duties to attend
the incident - collecting firearms from their own police
station. Roger was in attendance at such events as Rovyal
Weddings and the State Opening of Parliament when he
would usually be on the top of the tallest buildings - he
was also at the famous Balcombe Street siege.

Roger retired on 204 October 1991 after 30vears service
in crder to nurse his very sick wife, Sylvia, full-time, Sadly
she died at home a vear later. in the years following
Sylvia's death Roger spent much time in getting to know
his nephew, Jonathan, and other members of the family. |
have mentioned the RAF Haiton reunions and his
membership of the RAF Aircrew Asscciation but he also
had many other interests such as shooting where he was
a member of the Wembley Rifle Club and also a founder
member of the Harrow Police Shooting Club.  He
represented the Metropolitan Police in competition
shooting and a cabinet at Alperton Garage containing a
number of his trophies can testify to this.

He was an active member of the Middlesex Heraldry
Society for about 20years and also of the Ruislip,
Northwood and Eastcote Historical Society.  Buring
Sylvia’s iliness Roger enjoved an occasional couple of
hours relaxation as a member of the Ruislip Bowling Club -
and rumour has it that he was no mean player. He
attended St Lawrence’s Church and over the years held a
number of positions within the church organisation. He
was a keen gardener growing Fflowers, fruit and
vegetables - a great dog lover owning many Labradors all
of which came from rescue centres.

Roger was artistic, painting for pleasure and sometimes
for profit and some vears ago, on behalf of the
Metropolitan Police, he was asked to design a plagque
which was presented to the then President of the United
States. He was particularly interested in caligraphy and
heraldry and recently he designed a memorial window for
St. George's Church, RAF Halton, which was accepted as
the best entry in a competition and which will be
commissioned later this year. Not only did he design it but
he organised the raising of the money to pay for it!

When he was diagnosed with cancer of the cesphagus last
year Roger was determined to fight and beat this
dreadful disease - but sadly it was not to be. He never
lost his cheerfulness or his sense of humour nor did he
indulge in self pity. This was the reason his death took us
s0 much by surprise - we thought he was invincible - he
was an exampie to us all,

Roger was a kind and generous man,talented but modest
and the many tributes we have received over the last
fortnight or so talk of his joyalty, generosity and positive
approach to life. He will be missed by relatives, friends
and colieagues as a man who enfiched our lives.

May he rest in peace.







