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Saint Thomas 
It is becoming a tradition that the lovely hand painted 
greetings card that Sedge & Hazel Smith send to us each 
year should be shared with our fellow readers and we 
feel sure that they will approve. 
"Saint Thomas is the patron saint of the old and the 
young. In past times they followed the custom of 'a 
Thomasing' when they went round on 21st December, the 
Saint's Day, collecting money to buy buy food for their 
Christmas dinner- a custom we may well need to revive. 
Thomas Didymous is mentioned in all the Gospels, but is 

best remembered as 
the Doubting Disciple 
(John, 20). 
Tradition has it that 
he carried the Word 
to the Parthians and 
as far as India. Here 
he met with 
considerable success, 
but eventually was 
killed with a spear 
and is buried near 
Madras. 
His arms are 
blazoned - Gules 

three spears in their proper colours. 
The background to the shield is the blood of martyrdom 
and the charges represent the instrument that caused 
his death, increased to three to echo the Trinity he 
worshipped". 

+ + + + + 
Saint Stephen 
One of the seven chosen to manage the finance and alms 
of the early church. Tried by the Sanhedrin for 

blasphemy, Saint Stephen was 
stoned to death - the first 
Christian martyr. During medieval 
times and more recently, he was 
considered a patron of horses 
which were 'often bled by their 
owners on 26th December - the 
Feast of Saint Stephen. These 
arms of French origin are 

displayed at Dijon - the stones represent the manner of 
his death and the palm to his spiritual victory. A Gold 
palm branch, Silver stones, on a Red field.. 

The Mantequero 
Referring to Richard Strachey's letter of last week, I 
would like to add that the Mantequero, or Manticorca Is 
known outside Spain. It is one of the monsters of English 
heraldry. It was a device of the Norfolk family of 
Ratcliffe, and Robert Ratcliffe. Lord Fitzwalter, had it 
In his standard on entering France in 1513.. 

As borne by the Ratcliffes 
the monster had a lion's 
body and mane, a man's 
face, bearded wore a cap 
"turned up ermine," and 
fingers and toes instead of 
claws. In Cottonian MS. 
Cleopatra Vc, it is called a 
"Babyon, wyth a hatte 
upon hys hed . .* but the 

close correspondence with Florio's description quoted by 
Mr. Garnett shows that this was a wrong Identification. 
There are three sixteenth-century illustrations of the 
monster In MS. I 2 in the College of Arms, reproduced in 
Foster's "Banners. Standards, and Badges.. "De Walden 
Library. 1904. but in only one is it sexed. It is not unlikely 
that these, and other attempts to portray the creature, 
were based on mistaken etymology, "manticora" being 
'englished' as "man-tiger." 
A. Colin Cole. Fitzalan Pursuivant Extraordinary. 
(By a strange coincidence, after the article in Seaxe 
No.44 of December 2002, we came across a copy of this 
letter to either The Daily Telegraph or The Times 
dated 12th September 1954 ). 

Thought for the Day 
Lives of great men all remind us 
We can make our lives sublime, 
And, departing, leave behind us 
Footprints on the sands of time. 

- Henry Wadsworth Longfellow 
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My Home Townn - Huddersfield Pt III 
by Stuart Whitefoot 

Back to the Local Scene - Three Influential Families. 

Sykes in his History of Huddersfield and its 
Vicinity(1898) notes that three families stand out in 
local records. He suggests they illustrate three aspects -
the feudal, the pastoral and the commercial. One of the 
great houses was founded by a Norman soldier, another 
by an English yeoman and the third by a far seeing 
speculator knowing nothing of the knightly sword or the 
peaceful arts of husbandry. He meant, of course, the 
Beaumonts of Whitley, the Kayes of Woodsome and 
the Ramsdens. We have met the Ramsdens and I now 
turn to the other two. First the Beaumonts: 

The Beaumonts of Whitley Hall. 

Gules, a lion rampant 
Argent langued and 
armed Azure between 
eight crescents. (The 
arms we have shown are 
those of Wentworth 
Beaumont, Viscount 
Allendale - Eds) 

The Beaumont family 
traces its history back 
to the days of the 
Plantagenets, and had 
been settled at 
Whitley, near modem 
Huddersfield, since the 

reign of King John. 
The founder of the family fortunes appears to have 
been one William de Bellomonte, who lived in the 
reigns of King John and Henry III. This ancestor of the 
Beaumonts of Whitley Beaumont, received ten oxgangs 
of land in Huddersfield and Whitley from Roger de Laci, 
Lord of Pontefract and Constable of Chester, circa 
1206. William accompanied Roger de Laci and Richard I 
on the Third Crusade and was also present at the siege 
of Acre. (1191). 
William's son, William is mentioned in a Deed circa 1235 
whereby John, son of Roger de Laci. granted the Whitley 
Lands, for service and on payment of one pair of white 
gloves per annum, and also the payment of ten shillings, 
to the heirs of Peter Birkethwaite and one pound of 
cummin to William Dransfield... (Cummin was cultivated 
for its medicinal property of relieving flatulence. The 
seed was also placed in the eyes of decapitated human 
heads to prevent birds pecking out the eyes). 
His grandson, a younger son, Sir Richard de 
Bellomonte died in 1293, but the family remained in 
high favour with the Lord of the Manor as his widow, 
Anabella, received a grant of lands in Huddersfield from 
Henri de Laci. 
At the end of the reign of Edward II we find the estates 

Trust , bu t see whom you t rus t . 

in the possession of Sir Robert de Bellomonte who 
had married Agnes, daughter of John de Quernby 
(Quarmby) Lord of several manors and influential in the 
13th century. He was Commissioner of Array for the 
Wapentake of Agbrigg and a Knight of the Shire for 
Yorkshire. By 1354 there were estates at Crossland Hall 
and Whitley. His grandson Robert was at Crossland and 
became involved in the Elland feud when it is alleged the 
the Quarmbys murdered Sir John Elland. 
Another grandson, Henry de Bellomonte was indicted 
for murder at York in 1389 for the murder of John 
Darcy of Clifton but was acquitted. Sir John Assheton 
had quarrelled with Henry and had attacked his castle 
and Darcy. one of the attackers, was killed by the sword 
of Henry. 
Several generations on, a Richard Beaumont paid £5 
to be released from being made Knight of the Bath. He 
sought release twice - once in the reign of Henry VII and 
again when Henry VIII's son was to be inducted as Prince 
of Wales. In 1573 he added by patent a crest to his coat 
of arms - a bulls head erased quarterly Argent and Gules 
as illustrated. This Richard married a daughter of Sir 
John Harrington. 
Elizabeth, eldest daughter of this Richard Beaumont, 
married in 1501, John Wode of Longley Hall. John Wode 
was the father of Johanna Wode who married William 
Ramsden. John Wode's grandfather, Lawrence had 
married Jane, daughter of an ancestor, Adam 
Beaumont, and because of the canonical laws of 
consanguinity, special licence was necessary for the 
marriage of Elizabeth and John. 
In 1571 Edward Beaumont of Whitley married 
Elizabeth daughter of John Ramsden of Longley thus 
connecting two prominent local families. 
Sir Richard Beaumont of Whitley was born in 1574 the 
son of the marriage of Edward and Elizabeth. He was 
knighted in 1609 and created a Baronet in 1628. An MP 
for Pontefract in 1625 he was nicknamed by James 1st 
Black Dick of the North. Amongst other offices he was 
treasurer for lame soldiers of the West Riding. He died 
in 1631 and his monument can be seen in Kirkheaton 
Church. He died unmarried and having no legitimate heir 
the estate passed to a cousin Thomas Beaumont and 
the baronetcy became extinct.. 

Richard's great-great grand father, also Richard, as 
mentioned earlier, married 
as a second wife Elizabeth 
Stanley, widow of John 
Stanley, and the daughter 
of Sir John Harrington of 
Hornby Castle, thus 
bringing in the arms of 
Harrington - Sable a fret 
Argent a label of three 
points Argent. 
With all the quarterings 
shown marshalled on the 

With a firm knot Beaumont tomb:-
Morvill:- Azure semee de lis a fret Or. 
Moulton:- Argent, three bars Gules. 
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