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Saint Thomas 
It is becoming a tradition that the lovely hand painted 
greetings card that Sedge & Hazel Smith send to us each 
year should be shared with our fellow readers and we 
feel sure that they will approve. 
"Saint Thomas is the patron saint of the old and the 
young. In past times they followed the custom of 'a 
Thomasing' when they went round on 21st December, the 
Saint's Day, collecting money to buy buy food for their 
Christmas dinner- a custom we may well need to revive. 
Thomas Didymous is mentioned in all the Gospels, but is 

best remembered as 
the Doubting Disciple 
(John, 20). 
Tradition has it that 
he carried the Word 
to the Parthians and 
as far as India. Here 
he met with 
considerable success, 
but eventually was 
killed with a spear 
and is buried near 
Madras. 
His arms are 
blazoned - Gules 

three spears in their proper colours. 
The background to the shield is the blood of martyrdom 
and the charges represent the instrument that caused 
his death, increased to three to echo the Trinity he 
worshipped". 

+ + + + + 
Saint Stephen 
One of the seven chosen to manage the finance and alms 
of the early church. Tried by the Sanhedrin for 

blasphemy, Saint Stephen was 
stoned to death - the first 
Christian martyr. During medieval 
times and more recently, he was 
considered a patron of horses 
which were 'often bled by their 
owners on 26th December - the 
Feast of Saint Stephen. These 
arms of French origin are 

displayed at Dijon - the stones represent the manner of 
his death and the palm to his spiritual victory. A Gold 
palm branch, Silver stones, on a Red field.. 

The Mantequero 
Referring to Richard Strachey's letter of last week, I 
would like to add that the Mantequero, or Manticorca Is 
known outside Spain. It is one of the monsters of English 
heraldry. It was a device of the Norfolk family of 
Ratcliffe, and Robert Ratcliffe. Lord Fitzwalter, had it 
In his standard on entering France in 1513.. 

As borne by the Ratcliffes 
the monster had a lion's 
body and mane, a man's 
face, bearded wore a cap 
"turned up ermine," and 
fingers and toes instead of 
claws. In Cottonian MS. 
Cleopatra Vc, it is called a 
"Babyon, wyth a hatte 
upon hys hed . .* but the 

close correspondence with Florio's description quoted by 
Mr. Garnett shows that this was a wrong Identification. 
There are three sixteenth-century illustrations of the 
monster In MS. I 2 in the College of Arms, reproduced in 
Foster's "Banners. Standards, and Badges.. "De Walden 
Library. 1904. but in only one is it sexed. It is not unlikely 
that these, and other attempts to portray the creature, 
were based on mistaken etymology, "manticora" being 
'englished' as "man-tiger." 
A. Colin Cole. Fitzalan Pursuivant Extraordinary. 
(By a strange coincidence, after the article in Seaxe 
No.44 of December 2002, we came across a copy of this 
letter to either The Daily Telegraph or The Times 
dated 12th September 1954 ). 

Thought for the Day 
Lives of great men all remind us 
We can make our lives sublime, 
And, departing, leave behind us 
Footprints on the sands of time. 

- Henry Wadsworth Longfellow 


