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Be Dalig — a Mliddlegex Familpy

by Marjorie Kirby

The De Salis's came to Middlesex as emigrants in the
T «:. mid-18th century and from then
4 . until 1920 they lived in various
houses in the
Hillingdon/Harlington area and
many of them are buried, or have
memorials in Harlington Parish
Church.

The Salis nobles, whe must have
been Salian Franks, possessed Salic
lands in the Bregaglia Valley in the
Grisons in Switzerland in the 10th century-and lived in the
castle of Catellatz

Subsequently they adopted a shield of arms (forming in
heraldic terms) a rebus or allusion to the name - that is a
willow tree or salix. Today we should call it a canting coat.
Paly of six Argent and Gules on AT

a chief Or a willow free proper. g
The story begins in 1161
when Gubertus von Salis was
elected 5th Grandmaster of
the Knights of St. John of
Jerusalem. In 1600 Baptista Tt Y-
von Salis was made Knight : =

of the Golden Spur, a Papal order, and Count Palatine of
the Palace of Lateran - a hereditary title. Although this
was a papal title the De Salis family later embraced a
Protestant form of religion and many members of the
family have so remained.

Peter von Salis was Seigneur of the Imperial fief of
Oberach and envoy from the Grisons to Queen Anne.

He was made a Count of the Holy Roman Empire by
Francis |, Emperor of Austria, on 12th March 1746 -
another hereditary title. The title of Count of the Holy
Roman Empire was conferred on the grantee with the
remainder to his descendants of both sexes for all time.
Jerome, his only son, 2nd Count of the Holy Roman
Empire came to England about 1730 and was
immediately naturalised by a special Act of Parliament
and was appointed envoy from England to the Crisons.
Jerome's arms illustrate his ancestry and honours - the
shield is divided into four quarters: Ist & 4th - Or an
eagle displayed Sable (the arms of the Holy Roman
Empire) 2nd & 3rd — Azure three bends sinister wavy
Argent a lion rampant and crowned Or brandishing in the

(F ounded 1976)
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HOLY ROMAN EMPIRE OBERACH DE SALIS

right paw a sword proper hilt gold (Oberach fiefdom)
over all (in pretence) an inescutcheon per fess bearing the
De Salis arms. The supporters are dexter - a leopard
guardant Or & sinister a griffin reguardant Or.

The motto reads Pro Deo rege et Patria (for God King
and Country) - rege heing added when Jerome settled in
England.

Jerome was the first De Salis to buy property in
Hariington and he married Mary Fane, daughter of
Charles, 1= Viscount Fane of Ireland whose arms are:-
Azure three dexter gauntlets Or. He was the great-
grandson of Francis, Earl of Westmoreland. Jerome
died in 1794 and a son, Peter, who succeeded him
became Lord of Dawiey Manor in 1772 and occupied
the house, Dawiey Court,

Jerome, 4th Count, married three times - firstly, Sophia
Drake whose father lived at Hilingdon Place. When she
died at an early age he inherited the house but this was
in the period of the Napoleonic Wars and French
sounding names like De Salis aroused suspicion - so
Jerome applied for, and received, Royal Licence to adopt
the arms and the name of the Fane, family in addition to
his own - so they became Fane De Salis.

| Mary Fane was Jerome's
grandmother and she traced
her descent from some of
the most noble and illustrious
families in the kingdom

including Despenser,
Beaufort, Neville and
Beauchamp. Because

Jerome was the next
representative of the second
and last Viscount Fane he
was able to show this in his arms.

And now the achievement of the Fane De Salis family
became:- Quarterly of six -

1. De Salis 2 Fane

4. Beaufort 5. Neville

3.. Despenser
6. Beauchamp
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