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EDITTORT AL

Erlier issues of The Seaxe have included contributions from a high proportion of
our members. The ‘bumper’ issue for our tenth anniversary had articles by more
than one in three of the membership and, over the years, more than half of the
membership have contributed at least once in the writing, illustrating or
production of The Seaxe. The aim 1is to produce annually, if we can, though
naturally we depend on members for material. So please start thinking now about
something for inclusion in next year’'s issue. CT \
it has been suggested that some time at a monthly meeting should be given to
discussion of the matter in The Seaxe, and it is planned to dg this during the
garly summer. This will not be a ‘Test Paper’ to see how much we have taken in,
but simply an opportunity for contributors to get some ‘feeq—back’ -~ from the
readers to their contributions.

Turning to other matters, we have continued our regular actjvities; meetings,
visits and workshops (or talkshops?). Although membership has fallen slightly from
its peak of a year or two ago, we are as busy as ever, We have put on displays at
the Harrow Festival and at the Middlesex Local History Conference, attracting some
interest but not, at least so far, any new members,

In September a dozen of us revisited Little Dean for a week-end. We explored the
Gloucestershire and Welsh FBorder area again for heraldry and returned weary but
well satisfied.

We hope to complete the recording and checking of the heraldry in the churches of
the Hillingdon Borough and Deanery in the near future. 1If you are involved in the
checking of any of the churches, please try to get it finished so that we can
publish the results of so much time and effort. There is all the rest of Middlesex
still to do!

The Seaxe and the Church Recording are in your hands.
Sincerely,
kay Holmes
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FROM QUR MINUTE BOQOK - 1?th Janvary, 1987

Our speaker was Vice-Chairman Roger Matthews. Subsegquent to an article he had
written for The Seaxe about police heraldry, Roger told us he had been inveigled by
various members into giving us a talk. From then on he realised just how much
time, effort and expense goes into talks! |

After twenty-eight vyears in the force, Roger had no difficulty whatsoever with
communication skills and although his talk, delivered very clearly, was liberally
laced with humour, it did not blind us to the erudition of its content. Many
fascinating facts emerged as well as those of the heraldry, which began with a
slide of the arms of the Metropolitan Folice, granted in 1967, The crest was
chosen from elements of that of Sir Robert Peel and dev:ged by the then Windsor
Herold, Colin Cole.

O0Of course the badges on helmets, jackets, motor cycle gear and vehicles were
included. We were then shown slides of coats of arms, qften amalgams of city or
county arms, badges and logos. One particularly elegant Grant of Arms was that to
the West Yorkshire Folice which included a badge made up of four Tudor Portcullis
badges forming a cross surmounted by the White Rose of York,

Fage 1.
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Although officially 1 took over the Jjob of organizing outings twelve
months ago, the first few had already been arranged.

In September last year a return trip to Canterbury was arranged by kay and
twelve members went there by minibus. The weather was warm and sunny and
we wandered round the Cathedral and other places of interest with plenty
of time to go where we wanted.

The great storm immediately preceded our October visit arranged by Nan to
St.Benet’'s in Queen Victoria Street. Part of the roof had been blown off
and the Bath Heraldry Society who were to join us were very late having
been delayed by blockages on the road. However we found much to interest
us as all the City Churches were holding exhibitions and this, being the
Heralds® Church, there was a good display connected with the College of
Arms. The Revd.Fryse-Hawkins was very helpful with information and
provided us with tea and biscuits which were very welcome. We then went
on with the Bath Society to Southwark Cathedral where there is a great
deal of fine heraldry. '

We visited Westminster Abbey in November where Nan was able to show us
parts not normally open to visitors. We were taken into the Jerusalem and
Jericho Chambers and, after an extensive tour of this magnificent Abbey,
to the Chapter House with its beautiful heraldic windows,

St.John’'s Gate was visited 1in Januwary under the guidance of Mr.MclLaren
Anderson. Besides all the heraldry to be seen a number of manuscripts had
been put on display for our benefit. After visiting the Church we
returned to look round the Museum.

In February we went to Chalfont St.Giles, Chalfont St.Peter and Fulmer,
all of which contained plenty to interest us. At Chalfont St.Feter we
were met by the Vicar, the Verger and Mr.Clive Rouse, all of whom were
very helpful in telling us about the history and restoration of the Church
particularly the hatchments and other heraldry.

In March members were asked to check the details concerning heraldry in
Middlesex Churches. We hope they did!

Chesham Boilis was . the first of three churches visited in April. It is a
very interesting little church with monuments to the Cheyne family. We
went on  to Chesham where there i1s a fine church with many hatchments and
monuments. We then proceeded to Northchurch which is a very lovely church
with some good heraldic windows.

The Chiltern Society had a coach ocuting to Leeds Castle in May and some of
our members joined them. It was a most enjoyable day. The castle houses
paintings by Don Escott of the heraldry of all the owners.

Another visit was made in June to the battlefield at Bosworth jointly with
members of the East Midland Heraldic Society. We were taken on a tour of
the battlefield and then went into the Museum. Same people watched the
film of the battle but for some, including me, it was too gory. We went
on to Twycross Church where the vicar met us and gave us much interesting
information. There was some fine heraldry.

Fage 3.
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BERARE T HE BRIJCHKET SHOPFP BLATONERES
or

A Cautionary Tale Tor the Armorial Unwary

(Not to be read by those of a temnder dispomition).

A neighbour, on behalf of his friend, asked me to see if there were any arms for
the surname H=@AID. 1 found none save an entry in falrbairn’'s Crests giving a
lion's head erased. There was nothing in Burke whilst Maclysaght's Irish Families,
although listing the name together with a history, showed no reference to any arms.
This information I passed to my friend.

A little later she produced for my inspection a pseudo-bronze plague bearing an
escutcheon of arms in the centre which was entirely surrounded by black 0Old English
script printed on a brown field. Around the immediate area of the escutcheon
however was written, by hand, the name H<QUAID together with a brief reference to
its Irish county of origin. The arms depicted were:- paly of eight or and gqules.
I was told that the purchaser had been charged forty pounds for this rather
unpleasant plaque. I checked them again with the same negative result.

Apparently a letter of complaint had produced an apology for a '"mistake" and
anaother plague. The arms displayed this time were:— Azure, on a saltire engrailed
between fTour escallops or, a lion’'s head erased, gules. The crest was as given in
Falirbairn. As before Burke was quoted as the authority. Several photostat copies
accompanied this plague and had been taken from Fairbairn and Irish Families. The
latter clearly indicated the arms for the preceding and following families but not
for H<aAID. 1 must confess to a measure of exasperation at being asked to check
these arms for a third time so I passed the buck to Kay Holmes who, together with
Papworth, came up with WADE., Going straight to Burke one finds that one of the
entries for WADE 1s shewn as follows:— Azure, on a saltire between Tour escallops
or, & dragon’'s head erased gules, gorged with a bar gemel argent.

So what conclusion can we draw from this sorry tale?
1. No commercial firm is going to lose a prospective customer due to the
irrelevant fact that no family of his/her name is armigerous!
2. If there are no arms recorded for a given name use another name with a
similar spelling, i.e W<QUAID,HN=QUADE ,H<QUAYDE.
3. If there 1is no similarly spelled name use a name which rhymes, i.e
MeQUAID — WADE.

this case rule three applies. It was differenced by engrailing the saltire and

substituting the dragon’s head for the lion’'s head in fFairbairn.

My report to the now very unsatisfied and suspicious customer concluded with the

sentence — " If any person can produce any reference shewing these arms as those of
Me@UAID, I will withdraw the comments above".

The reply? — A full refund!

Roger Matthews
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The Honorary Librarian, Prebendary E.C.C.Hill D.D., wrote back very quickly
and, very kindly agreed to my quoting from his letter:

"ancient manuscripts and stained glass showed the ‘irregular’ colouring
of the sinister side. There have been letters about it going back over a
hundred years or so. The similarity with the Jerusalem arms was noted
and how the rule forbidding metal on metal was broken in the exceptional
case nf Jerusalem. One of the bishops of Lichfield, Roger de Clinton,
1129-1148 was a Crusader and died on the Crusade. It was supposed that
this was the origin of the Lichfield arms, a tribute, in a sense, to de
Clinton. It was I think in the 1940°'s that the "metal on metal" of the
sinister side was adopted for general wuse at Lichfield. Ferhaps it
followed the 1idea in textual criticism, that when there are variant
manuscript readings the more unusual is to be preferred on the grounds
that a scribe would be more likely to correct to the normal form than
vice versza when copying”.

Ron Brown returned to the fray with the following extract from Woodward:-

‘Fer pale Gules and Argent a Cross potent and quadrated between four
Crosses Fatees all counter-changed’.

‘The origin of the arms is unknown, but they have a certain resemblance
to the arms of Jerusalem. This resemblance was stronger when, as
formerly, the crosses patees on the argent half of the shield were
painted or. As a mere conjecture I suggest that there may be a
connection between the «cross which was was worn by the knights of the
Haly JSepulchre, and the supposed derivation of LICHFIELD from an ancient
field of the dead, or cemetery. The earliest seal on which the bearing
appears (at least in the British Museum collection) 1is that of Bishop
WILLIAM BOOTH <(1447-1452) in which it is described as a "cross potent",
only. Mr MACKENZIE WALCOT thinks the coat may have been given by Bishop
CLINTON, the Crusader, in memory of his visit to the Holy Land. In
FROISSART'S Chronicles, tome iv., cap. lxiii., a banner borne by RICHARD
II. on his expedition to Ireland, 1is said to have been "Une croix
potencee d'or et de gueles & quatre colombes blanc au champ de 1 'escu".’

A late postcript is that recently when checking the blazoning of the
heraldry in Holy Trinity Church, Northwood, on behalf of the Society, I came
across another example in a window of the North aisle. It was depicted in
its "correct” form (b). This then is the story so far! One consolation is
that the problem 1s not new and has existed for over a hundred years.
However, in company with the Dean and Chapter of Lichfield Cathedral, 1
would be very grateful if any of our members and/or readers could throw any
further light on the subject.

Don Kirby
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l.ast September, Doreen and I enrolled for kKeith Lovell’'s Introduction to Heraldry
course at North Hillingdon and 1 found myself in a position not experienced for
aver thirty vyears. Since 1970 I had been enrolling and advising students,
prganising accommodation and supplies, listening to complaints and endeavouring to
rectify mistakes together with lecturing, but since 1955 I had not been a regular
student on an organised course apart from Summer Schools and one day occasions.
Doreen had an advantage over me as she had been attending courses for some years,
but I was now to find out what it was like to be on the other side of the fence -
or table.

Firstly came the traumatic period of wondering whether the course would run at all
as only four turned up on the first enrolment day. However, some personal
advertising by the hopefuls and the understanding attitude of the Adult Education
Service enabled the course to proceed with nine fully-paid students. I then became
more conscious of how important decent, warm accommodation was for the student as
were good back up facilities in the forms of projector and coffee service for both
tutor and students. We were a rather mixed bunch with a wide range of knowledge of
heraldry extending from nil to some years with the Middlesex and other heraldry
societies and a variety of Summer Schools. FKeith very rapidly put everybody at
ease and soon created a cohesive group in spite of the disparity in knowledge.

What have we been learning? Maybe at times Keith has felt that he was addressing a
brick wall as some of his pearls of wisdom did not seem to have been taken on board
as he would have expected, but he persevered and made us all work very hard, even
to the extent of working through coffee breaks. I have come to the conclusion that
my past students had a very easy timy time compared with the work I am expected to
do. I suppose it compares with being taught to read for the first time and,
indeed, this 1is a fair comparison, as we had found the content and detail of much
of the substance of talks given at the Society to be above our heads - this in
spite of the generous consideration extended to us, in our ignorance, by members of
the Society. We have much needed a basic structured course and it was a joy to be
able to follow Roger ‘s first-rate talk on police heraldry to a degree not possible
befare.

We now know our tinctures, metals and fursy; the Honourable Ordinaries are engraved
on our hearts. It is delightful to be able to read a blazon and have a reasonable
mental picture arise, even if it 1is far more difficult to blazon a shield
correctly. We also hope that we are reasonably assured that a Fale does not
contain water even though a field may be goutty! It is disconcerting to find that
one does not always put on a Garb or that a Mullet may assume a different form from
that served on a Flate in a restaurant - Gules or otherwise. It is fascinating to
find that birds without their full walking facilities have a purpose in the
heraldic world. It is also reassuring to know that being charged is not always a
prelude to civil or military punishment. Walking in the garden will be different
in future. A leaf will no longer be a simple quide as to the type of a plant or an
indication of its state of health - it will have to be categorised into trefoil,
quatrefoil or cingefoil. However, one will know why it falls off its parent plant
- it will have been pierced or even voided, terms not normally associated with a
horticultural vocabulary.

FAGE 12



Az I mentioned earlier, our newly expanded acquired language form is expanding but
it is still disconcerting to find that Sable is not the fur of a small animalj that
supporters are not confined to following football clubs; that helms are not limited
to steering ships; that mantles are not only for use with gas 1lighting; that a
Billet is not only for housing troops: that a person who blazons is not a blazer;
that nature is cbviously completely out of touch with the real world when the
countryside is so limited in field colourings; that surmounted is not nearly so
rude as it might sound; that impaling is not so painful as one might have expected
(neither, incidently, are Files); that &a Bend is not a bent line and that a
partition does not necessarily separate two countries or communities.

Seriously, though, a fascinating new aspect of life is emerging. One can now visit
churches, houses, castles, abbeys, cathedrals, - look at furniture, plastering and
hangings, seats and even gardens and discaover other means of identification,
dating, ownership and art forms which one might have overlooked on previous
occasions. We are but beginners at this new and strangely fascinating pastime and,
even though I know I am preaching to the converted, it is nice to know that there
is always something new to learn in this world. It is strongly rumoured that there
may be a continuation course at the same centre from Autumn 1989. It will cater
for all types of abilities and knowledge. Do you know anyone - perhaps yourself -
who might welcome the opportunity of either learning more or having the possibility
of demonstrating their personal knowledge and prowess by joining this small, but
very appreciative band?

Ron Edwards
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LET U= NOWH PRAFZE OTHER? FAMOUES MEM

1 have no wish to detract from the fulsome praise given to keith Lovell by Ron
Edwards - particularly after hearing his erudite and fluent dissertation on the
life and work of Sir Ninian Comper. .
However, taking a leaf from the Book of Ecclesiasticus I feel that I should put in
a word or two for another tutor who has caused the heraldic light to shine in my
darkness after attending his two evening courses at Windsor.

I refer, of course, to Fete Taylor who was ably assisted by Chairman Nan. Not only
have 1 profited from my attendance but Marjorie, if she is not exactly "hooked" on
heraldry in general, now shows much more than a passing interest in genealogy. As
a direct result of the courses we have made a very good (and heraldically useful)
friend in John Hucker, the newest member of the Middlesex Heraldry Society.

Our thanks go to all who take the time and trouble to pass on their heraldic

knowledge and expertise to us - the beginners.
Don Kirby

FAGE 13



A EFELFEXRFEFEZEXEXRFEEEEREEZEZEAEREREEZEA LR A EAEEFEAERXREEFEXEEZE A EAEXREEFEXREREEXEXER TR




WOo__PATAI Y

i

LEAD - ON

~ e







s - i 2 - ". == ‘.N ! - .; .E
2 g~ : Bt v .E & p
: Jd_ et T G IS B
e d T . ,I l,ig,',".. Al
s 5 > 2 S
E &, T [t e




Iy

|
AV
W

£







It was then absorbed into the Comprehensive system by one of the local councils
intent upon educational mediocrity and, in effect, became just another of the
numerous municipal secondary schools providing much the same kind of education
for the city’'s teenage schoolchildren. It was allowed to retain its House
system and continued to award its own prizes, cups and shields - many of which
had been presented in perpetuity by parents and kinsfolk of 0ld Boys, killed in
action, or who had died at an early age. They were all presented to the Hull
Grammar School for the benefit of current scholars, some in memory of an
outstanding career or achievement and, 1in & number of cases, by 0ld EBoys in
memory of loved ones.

The worst was yet to come. With the advent of the Humberside County Council and
the demise of East Yorkshire the new authority made a number of threatening
moves agsinst the Hull Grammar School which came to a head when it was announced
that the school would be closed at the end of the Summer term in 1988. A new
school would operate from the existing buildings and would be called the
"William Gee High School"”. This was surely the most urnkindest cut of all to
tlose the old school and then to use the buildings to house a new school bearing
the name of one of the two main benefactors of the old Hull Grammar School!

Fortunately, a number of far sighted supporters of the old grammar school,
headed by the Headmaster, himself an 0ld Boy, had taken steps to prevent its
complete disappearance and had formed the Bishop ARlcock Trust which would
attempt to keep the school alive. It was doubtful, at one time, if the name,
Hull Grammar School, could be wsed and, I understand, the Trustees were
reconciled to calling the new foundation - the Bishop Alcock Grammar School.

The Trust had set up an appeal organization which has acquired gifts and loans
of money from 0Old Boys, Benevolent Trusts, from industry and, at least one
contribution from a Livery Company. Even though there had never been any formal
association with Jesus College, Sir Alan Cottrell, the Master, supported the
appeal and one statement he made, I think, is well worth repeating -

Bishop Alcock’'s wisdom was of a gquality rare
In Britain taoday. He saw, In the late Middle
Ages, that the Tfuture of the country, its
success and prosperity, lay In  the quality
and education of its people; and he acted on
his belie¥, positively, beneficially and
decisively. To permit that viszion to fTarl
today, after more than Tive  hundred vyears,
would be infinitely worsze than losing a great
mediaeval cathedral, tor 1t would be more
profound and Irreversible.

The Marist College in Hull had taken a decision to merge with the Roman Catholic
St.Mary ‘s girls’ school and the school buildings were therefore available for
purchase.The Marist Fathers were very helpful and thus was the Hull Grammar
School able to acguire its new home - with a large mortgage, but freehold!
Furthermore, I am delighted to say that the premises are infinitely superior to
those occupied by the school when I was a pupil!
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