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THE WIDER SCENE
@

As members of the Middlesex Heraldry Saciety we are very fartunately gituated for
regular contact with other societies. We are able to attend meetings of The
Heraldry Society at the Society of Antiquaries, and to take full part in the
activities of the principal English heraldic society. Several of us attended the
Congress at Pembroke College, Cambridge. We are happily placed also to visit the
meetings of the Chilterns Heraldry Group; this often gives the opportunity to hear
talks one has missed or wishes to hear again. Several of us were privileged to
join in their visit to Belgium. From our very beginnings we have enjoyed a special
affinity with the Bath Heraldic Group with whom we have made joint visits an almost
annual event. MWe have also taken part in their workshops, another of which is to
be held shortly. We have close ties with Heraldry Societies of the East Midlands,
Macclesfield, Norfolk and Suffolk with some mutual membership and sharing of
speakers. RPN . - .

For almost two years Pete and Nan Taylor have been running the Museum Street office
of The Heraldry Society, with great efficiency, in an attempt to get that society
back on its feet financially and administratively. They plan to retire from this
onerous task in a couple of months, having already served a year langer than they
originally offered to do. At about the same time Peter Esslemont is due to take
over the office of Treasurer, a Jjob he has been doing with his considerable
expertise for us for just over a year. Your editor has been helping at the office
also, particularly with the Library, and acting as stand in for Pete and Nan on

occasion.

Just before Christmas your Chairman and editor attended the second of two meetings
of Heraldry Societies, under the aegis of The Heraldry Society, at the College of
Arms, to discuss ways in which they might co-operate and help each other. Useful
and positive suggestions were made; it will be interesting to see which are
practicable and put into operation. Plans are already afoot for a one day seminar
somewhere in the Midlands with easy access by rail or road from all directions.

Several of our members contributed to the New Dictionary of Heraldry, in the
company of our Patron, other English and Scottish Officers of Arms and other

scholars of heraldry.

Meanwhile, Back in Middlesex - where we may soon see some county boundary signs
replaced -~ we are continuing with our work on Middlesex churches and hope to have
something to show before the next issue of The Seaxe. We have a full programme of
excellent speakers for 1988; Nan Taylaor, after six very successful years, has
handed over the task of organising our visits to Margaret Young. Having some past
experience in this sphere, Margaret is the ideal successor and we wish her much joy

in the role.

We have invested some thought, time and money intrying to make our projection of
slides more effective. Purchase of the long-throw lens has necessitated longer
leads for the speaker ‘s desk light and and signali; remote contrel of focussing has
involved modification to the projector and raising the height of the projector
stand is in the experimental stage. Messrs.Heath-Robinson and Emmett would surely

approve!

Qur membership reached 50 last year and we are hoping to maintain that figure. We
shall be sorry to see Chris and Bob Tarry leave but hope to welcome new members.
Last summer and autumn produced a crop of illnesses, operations and accidents: it
is good to be able to report that all are recovering well and are back in full
circulation .- please try not to let it happen again!

All in all it has been an eventful year and it seems highly likely that 1988 will
be equally interesting. May it be a healthy and heraldically successful one for

all our members.

1 Editor



ANNUAL. GENERaAL. MEET ING
17th September, 1987
SECRETARY ‘'S REFORT

Another vyear of lively, well attended meetings. We lost two keen members from our
ranks but gained one of our favourite speakers.

Our links with friends in other heraldry societies meant that once again we were
able to enjoy a year of variety and interest.

"In October Michael Messer, from the Bath Society, came to us and his talk on
Musical Heraldry proved once again that heraldry does come into all aspects of
life. HWe were shown slides of record jackets and musical items used as charges on
shields, such as conch shells and a violin bridge.

November ‘s speaker was our own Peter Bentley whose subject was Exeter Cathedral.'iﬂ“?“

His researches and expert photography made an interesting evening enjoyed by all.

In December we had our usual Christmas festivities which began with an atmosphere
of quiet absorption as we all tried to solve Margaret’s anagrams. Things were
reasonably in control as we played Fay's game but, by the end of the evening, there
was much noise and uninhibited hilarity caused by a game organised by Keith Lovell.

The January meeting bad to be cancelled because of bad weather but we all looked
forward to Keith‘s talk in February entitled The Herald’'s Garden The "garden"
turned out to be Northamptonshire and its heraldry.

In March' we were again delighted by a talk from Fay, this time Gilling -  Castle
and the Fairfax Family. Much heraldry and, as usual from Fay, enlivened by many
historical anecdotes.

In April we were sorry not to see Cathy Constant, from the Bath Society, as
planned, but nevertheless we can still look forward to her talk. Pete Taylor very
kindly stepped into the breach and gave us his likes and dislikes in heraldry
according to artistic standards. This covered a very broad field and included the
.work of well ‘known heraldic artists all of which stimulated the subsequent

discussion.

The speaker in May was another Bath Society member, Steve Glater, who gave us an
absorbing talk entitled Some Aspects of Polish and Scandinavian Heraldry. After a
brief resume of Polish history and how the charges on shields began with runic
symbols and other emblems displayed on poles outside their lodges; Steve then
showed us many examples of Polish heraldry showing great variety with refreshing
simplicity and beautiful artwork. A most interesting aspect of heraldry, very
succinctly explained, especially with regard to the spelling of Polish names so
efficiently undertaken. Obviously a lot of groundwork done here!

Our speaker in June was fellow member, Feach Froggatt, whose talk on the Colour of
Heraldry took us right back from early times and the dyes and colourants used then
to those used today. This was illustrated by heraldry slides ranging from the
Dyers’ and Colourists’ Company to those seen on tapestries in such places as the
Town Hall in Bruges and Oxburgh Hall in Norfolk. We also saw examples of
restoration, undertaken by Peach and Jos, plus ceramics and wall paintings and we
were all very appreciative of their knowledge, gained over many years.

In July we welcomed Frank Smith already known to many of you. [ remember some time
ago an evening spent carving paper heraldic emblems with very sharp scalpels. This
time it was making shields in a most outstanding and effective way with some
members taking part during a fascinating and unusual session, all as reported by
Margaret - a nice change from slides! '

2



Those members who attend our August meetings will agree with me that our Hembers’
Evenings have become events in our calendar not to missed. With all ow busy
cameras we must surely be doing a lot to help keep the photographic industry going,
apart from the enormous pleasure, fun and interest these slides give to us. Thank
you to all who contribute - please, please - keep them coming!

Thank you, Margaret, for deputising for me and thank vyou to everyone for vyet
another year of absorbing heraldry, good fun and good company.

FPeggy Foster
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REVIEW OF A NEW DICTIONARY OF HERALDRY

Peggy Foster asks if we are aware that, out of thirty-seven contributors, including
the Editor, to A New Dictionary of Heraldry
published recently, five of them, or 18.92%,
are members of our Society? The percentage

calculation was worked out by Roger Young -
Addlng art to Margaret’'s son. (Margaret’'s local paper is

certainly aware of her contribution!)
“heraldic hlstory

. WEMBLEY woman, Mnrgarel Young, has contnbutcd articles Ron Brown thinks that the Dl ates and

to a new book, A New Dictionary of Heraldry, and says that illustrations are excellent but would have
“‘;i’“bj"' t’&;‘"’;‘:vry :‘:l‘""":‘(ys "Sc'“l":d "l“d < conts preferred to see the monsters grouped under
. argaret , of West Hill, often painstakingly draw B } )
“‘of arms from different eras and nescarch&s the historic stories that heading or, at least, cross-indexed under
behind them. ' - the heading. In amplification bhe suggests

. Pictures of mythlcnl basts such as |he gnl’l"n are a particular .
I’avoun(e of hers and the fact that heraldry is a distinctly male that if one sees, for example, a pantheon or

~ preserve — a woman cannot have her own coal of.arins because an en field, unless one is well versed in
" it has to be passed down through the mzlelme—doesnlpu( heraldry it would be very difficult to find
;Fiﬁiﬂ|hﬂmMmg shesaid. . . . either in the new dictionary. (Ferhaps when it
‘o ArwwlhumnmyorHuﬂdwnsuuMdebrﬁwhﬂ is reprinted a revision could be included).He
- Books for £15.95. -~ % T . i goes on to say that he believes the book will
be of great assistance to the amateur
armorist. o - : :

As a very amateur armorist I heartily endorse that remark, hardly a day passes
without my referring to this erudite publication - and how proud one is to number
18.92% of the contributors among one’s friends and heraldic colleagues -~ and to
have their autographs on the flyleaf!

3 - . DSK



VISITS — September 1984 — August 137

We started off in grand style with a visit to Canterbury in September to celebrate
the 10th birthday of the Middlesex Heraldry Society. The account of that outing
was included in The Seaxe No.8 which was produced in our 10th year. e

In our residential "Search for Heraldry" we spent a weekend at Flatford Mill from
where we sallied forth each day on a series of visits. It was very enjoyable but a

bit cold! ' o ‘ o X

In November, January, February and April we resumed our recording of the heraldry
in Middlesex churches which this year were:-

St.Mary, Willesden; St.Andrew, Kingsburyj

St.Lawrence, Little Stanmore; &t.John, Stanmore;

Holy Trinity, Northwood; St.Mary, Ealing;

Holy Cross, Greenford and St.Mary the Virgin, Perivale ’ :
(Somehow I find it very much easier to do my little bit of recording in each church
than to collate and write up the heraldry in the one church allocated to me!) '

No formal visit was arranged for March as the Bath Heraldry Society held a one day =
workshop and a number of our members attended. It was a very instructive day and
it was pleasant to meet our friends from Bath again.

Two visits to St.Paul 's Cathedral were arranged for May. The Revd.Pryse—-Hawkins, a
vicar of St.Benet’'s Church, Paul ‘s Wharf, the church of the College of Arms, kindly
offered to take us round St.Pauls where he, amongst his other duties there, is an -
official quide. He did not want more than ten or twelve in the party so two visits
were arranged — each with ten members. One was a weekday visit and the other on a
Saturday. This worked very well and was thoroughly enjoyed by all who took part.

In June we went to Bisham, Bray and Cookham churches which we last visited in 1982.
Peter Begent met us in PBisham Church and spoke to us about the Hoby heraldry
there. Some members also went on to Shottesbrooke Church where Peter was giving a
talk on its heraldry. We had planned a joint visit with the Bath Heraldry Society
to Lydiard Tregose but the date had to be altered so some Bath members came with us

to Bisham, Bray,etc., instead.

In July we did visit Lydiard Tregose Church and saw the famous St.Jdohn triptych
which has now been returned after a lengthy period away for cleaning. We went on
from there to Littlecote House. The house itself is very interesting and there
seemed to be “"something for everybody" in the grounds - even jousting and some very
peculiar heraldry.

No visit was arranged for August, the main holiday month.

We had a very successful and enjoyable year of visits and my " hotline to on high"
vorked overtime again as we continued to be blessed with good weather for our
excursions.

May I thank Margaret Young and Joan Bentley for entertaining us so royally when we
were in the vicinity of their homes and Elizabeth Lee, Doreen and Ron Edwards and
Rita and Bill Burgess for opening their homes to us when we needed somewhere to eat

our sandwiches.

This will be my last report as after six years in office I am handing over to
Margaret Young together with the secret of ensuring good weather for our outings!

Lastly, can I say a very big thank you for all the help and support you have given
me over the past six years. :

Nan Taylor
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CITVIC HERALDRY IN MNMIDDLESEX P .TIX

LONDON BOROUGH OF BRENT

This borough was formed by an amalgamation of the former Boroughs of Wembley and
Willesden. The Arms which were granted on 1st September 1965 are:-

Per chevron gules and vert a Chevron wavy argent between in dexter <chief an
Orb and in sinister chief two swords in saltire hilts and pommels Or points
upwards and In base two seaxes in saltire proper, hilts and poenmels Or,
enftiled through a Saxon Crouwn Or. e

CREST  Issuant from a Saxon Crown Or, a mount vert, thereon a Lion statant
guardant Or, charged on the shoulder with a cinquefoil gules.

SUPPORTERS On the dexter side a lion guardant Or supporting a staff gqules,
flying therefrom a banner vert charged with a pair of zcales Or; and on the
sinister side a Dragon azure supporting a staff vert flying therefrom a
banner gules charged with three lilies slipped argent the stamens 0Or; the
whole upon a compartment of grass vert divided by a stream of water argent, a
pale wavy argent. st . v

MOTTO Forward Together

The Charges for the Arms, Crest and Supporters for the new Borough draw heavily on
those used in the Armorial Bearings of the superseded authorities.

The upper part of the shield contains most of the charges that were included in the
old Willesden shield which was gules and included an Orb and crossed swords amongst
the charges. the other main charges included in the Willesden shield were a pot of
lilies (which now appears in the banner held by the sinister supporter) and the
chevron and bordure which have both disappeared.

The lower part of the Shield contains charges from the old Wembley Arms. The wavy
chevron between the upper and lower parts of the shield is a reference to the River
Brent which runs through the middle of the new Borough to which it gives its name.
It also formed the natural division between the previous boroughs. The Compartment
is a further reference to the name of the Borough.

The dexter 1lion supporter is the dexter supporter from the old Wembley Arms in
which the sinister supporter was a similar lion with a golden cornucopia on the
banner. The sinister dragon supporter in the new Arms comes from the Willesden

achievement.

The Crest is similar to the Crest in the old Wembley achievement with the addition
of a cinquefoil which comes from the Willesden Crest.

The symbolism of the charges which come from the Wembley Arms are:-—

Green field The open spaces which still exist in the area - Barn
Hill,etc.

Seaxes Charges from the Middlesex County Arms.

Lion supporter " An allusion to John Lyon, founder of Harrow School whao

lived at Preston Manor.

Pair of Scales The symbol ofJustice. The Hundred of Gore used to meet at
a site which is within the Borough boundary.

8
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The symbolism of the charges which come from the Willesden Arms are:-—

arb The emblem attributed to King Athelstan who granted the Manor of
Neasden cum Willesden to the Monastery of St.Arkenwold around the
middle of the 10th century.

Swords From the Arms of the Diocese of London. The Dean and Chapter held
the Manor at the time of the Domesday Survey.

Lilies Emblem of St.Mary, to whom the Parish Church i1s dedicated.

Cinquefoil From the Arms of All Souls College, Oxford, who owned much land in
Willesden. The College Arms are:- 0r, a Chevron between three
cinquefoils gqules.

The Arms which were granted to the Borough of Wembley in 1938 are:-
Vert, two seaxes crossed saltirewise passing through a Saxon Crown Or.

CREST Hithin a Saxon Crown O0Or, a mount vert and thereon a Lion statant
quardant Or. :

SUPPORTERS Two lions quardant Or, each supporting a staff gqules with a
banner vert, the dexter banner <charged with a pair of scales Or and the
sinister with a Cornucopia 0Or.

MOTTO Tempori Parendum (We must move with the times)

With the exception of the Cornucopia (which, presumably, was included to
indicate prosperity) all the other charges have been included in the new
Brent Arms and have been mentioned above.

The Arms which were granted to the Borough of Willesden 1n 1933 when the local
authority was incorporated as a Borough are:-—

Gules, a chevron Or between in chief an Orb 0r banded sable ensigned with a
Cross crosslet QOr, and twmo swords saltirewise proper their pommels and hiltls
Or and in the base three lilies in a pot Or all within a bordure Or charged
with eight roundels sable .

CREST Issuing from a Saxon Crown Or two wings of the same each charged with
a cinqueforl gules.

SUPFPORTERS Two dragons azure each with a Saxon Crown Or about its neck and
charged on the shoulder with two seaxes saltirewise proper their pommels and
hilts Or.

MOTTO Laborare est Orare (To work is to pray)

As with Wembley most of these charges reappear in the Brent Arms and have already
been explained. The eight roundels in the bordure recall the eight Saxon prebendal
mancrs into which the area, before it became Willesden, was divided. They were
Brondesbury, Mapesbury, Neasden, Oxgate, Willesden, Twyford, Harlesden and
Chamberlayne Wood. The Wings issuing from the Crown in the Crest came from the
Crest of the Bancroft family who, at one time, occupied the Manor of Mapesbury.

10




A pl

aque has been -erected in St.Mary’'s Church with the following inscription

beneath the Arms of the Borough.

"This plaque is to remind the people of Willesden that it was from this
Church that Civic Administration in Willesden first began. The ancient
parish which this Church served for centuries formed the local government
area administered first by the Vestry (meeting in its earliest days in the
vestry of the Church) then by the Local Board, then by the Urban District
Council, and finally by the Municipal Borough until April 1965. The Borough
of Willesden was then merged with that of Wembley to form the Greater London
Borough of Brent."

Feter Esslemont
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TEENTY @QRQUEST IONZS - Test your knowledge (and no cheating!)

1. Who offered "My kingdom for a horse"? LQ

2. What was his personal badqge? ‘:f &5,‘ |

3. Who had the sun in splendour for hiélbadge?

4. What made him adopt it?

S. Who had a dispute with whom over a bend?

6. What was the outcome?

7. What happened to the English coat of arms during the reign of

Henry IV? :

8. MWhat was it before tﬁis - in the 14th century?

9. Whose coat of arms includes a belt buckle?

10. Why?

11. How many crosses in the BRerkeley arms.

12. Which family has a ladye’'s sleeve as their main charge?

13. What was the charge on the coat of arms of the Sidney family?

14. Why was it famous (or infamous!)?

15. Whose "sun sits weeping in the lowly West"?

16. Why - and what was the charge?

17. How did a pomegranate get into some royal coats of arms?

18. Which family had the porcupine as a badge?

19. MWhere else is it found?

20. Which royal lady might have been able to help William Tell?
{Answers inside back cover) . Compiled by Sheila Fearson

11



CGCAT EHOUSES

I little thought when 1 showed a few slides of gatehouses during last year that I
would be volunteering an article for this scholastic and august publication.
Nevertheless, 1 have tried to put a few thoughts on the subject together, so that
other members can amplify them by their own experiences.

My impression is that the majority of people who visit any historic building pass
through the gatehouse or entrance without giving it a great deal of attention
unless there is some outstanding ornamentation or signs of earlier furniture, such
as a drawbridge or portcullis long since removed. They tend to see gateways as
mere entrances to the main buildings beyond. When they leave their backs are to
the gatehouse or entrance and, again, it will not get the attention it deserves.

Our contemparary houses or other buildings rarely have a detached gatehouse or even
an ornate entrance way, either due to planning regulations, lack of space, economic
limitations or just fashion. So why should our ancestors have found them to be of
importance and what was their purpose? Those members who took part in the visit to
Layer Marney or shared in the weekend at Bury St.Edmunds will recall several major
examples of earlier gatehouses, each of them typical of their period in form and
function. The great Abbey Gate at Bury 1is very different from the gatehouse
entrances to Hengrave Hall, Oxburgh or Layer Marney. So why the differences?

Obviously the gatehouse not only marked the entrance to a courtyard or building,
but from size and constructional features had functions far removed from our own
humbler entrances to property. The earliest form of gatehouse or gateway appeared
when it formed part of a walled enclosure and is typically found in walled cities
or with the development of castles in their post-Norman curtain or quadrangular
forms. A good example of an early town gate can be seen in the model of the Roman
gatehouse at Verulamium. There were, of course, much earlier examples as found in
archaeological records and in the 0Old Testament descriptions of Jericho and
Jerusalem. The purpose of those gatehouses in controlling entry continued with the
development of castles and fortifications when gatehouses assumed an overt
defensive role. Early examples of these, such as at Framlingham Castle in Suffolk,
show them to have been fortified but not more prominent than the attached walls.
It was when the tower was incorporated into design that gatehouses became a major
feature. The castles at Arundel, Alnwick and Caernarvon include gatehouses which
are fortified and constructed in tower form. One of the most extreme of these is
the keep—gatehouse of Richmond Castle in Yorkshire. The tower had various
functions which included a high viewpoint as well as rooms which served as stores,
barracks, armouries and prisons. These were normally constructed in the period
from the 12th to the 14th centuries. 3

Abbeys and other monastic foundations also had their own gatehouses, not only to
control entry into the precincts but also for defensive purposes. Until the
Dissolution in the 16th century, abbeys and monasteries were also major landowners
controlling the economy and lives of the villagers or townsfolk surrounding them.
In periods of economic or civil unrest these could attract the ire of the tenants
and dependants and there are many records of attacks on such buildings. The riots
of the Peasants’ Revolt of 1381 were often directed against ecclesiastical
landowners in order to destroy the records held by them or to settle grudges. The
imposing gatehouse at Bury is a reminder of such threats although this was earlier,
in 1327, when the clash between townsfolk and the monastic community was so severe
that the gatehouse was destroyed. It is believed that the present gatehouse,
built, at the expense of the townsfolk, in 1347 was a punishment for this act of
destruction. It is a magnificent structure in the Decorated style. It is
defensive in build with niches for imagery and 1is decorated with five shields
bearing the arms of Edward III, - his brother, John of Eltham, Earl of Cornwall, -
his uncle, Thomas of Brotherton, Earl of Norfolk, - his father’'s cousin, Henry,
Earl of Lancaster and those of Edward the Confessor. The other remaining gateway
tower of Bury Abbey is in Norman style of the late 12th century and is now used as
-the bell-tower of the Cathedral of St.James. A fortunate town to possess two such

monuments.

; 12
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After the need for defensive houses faded, in the 15th century, there was still
desire to perpetuate this romantic image, particularly in the Tudor and Jacobean
periods. The gatehouse then became either an imitation defensive gateway opening
into a courtyard house or palace or was merged intoc the facade of the main domestic
range of buildings. The game is usually given away, however, by the date and place
of building or by the design of windows which are clearly there to let in light as
opposed to keeping out intruders. A good example of a gatehouse into a courtyard
can be seen at Kenilworth Castle constructed during the ownership of Robert Dudley,
Earl of Leicester. Coughton Court of g$he Throckmortons, - Hampton Court of
Cardinal Wolsey, — Layer Marney as designed by Henry, Lord Marney and Hengrave Hall
of Sir Thomas Kytson are all good examples of those merged into the main structure.

The gatehouse at Oxburgh Hall 1is <clearly not built to withstand any heavy
offensive and has been described variocusly as a decorative caricature of previous
necessity or as part of a fortified manor house which, at least, would have been
capable of surviving an onslaught by a lawless mob. As its construction date
approximates to the ending of the Wars of the Roses the builders may well have had

reason to be wary.

Praobably Coughton Court and Layer Marney are the best examples of a romantic look
back at the past. There can be no pretence of defence in their construction but
social status is reflected - maybe pretension. A new landed class were showing off
their claim to be equated with the older aristocracy - men who wished to show off
their acquired wealth, either from trade or political opportunity, and their
affinity with and attachment to the Crown. Kytson of Hengrave comes into this
category. These families advertised their status by incorporating new-style
Renaissance decoration of their buildings and by displaying their own arms and
those of the king. Indeed they would, if it were advantageous socially, also
exhibit the arms of those associated with them either through marriage or
occupation. These Tudor gatehouses contained rooms as well as porters’ lodges. In
some instances they may have taken the place of the solar or ladies’ withdrawing
room of the early medieval manor house. Other institutions of the time possessed
gatehouses. The Tudor colleges of the Oxford and Cambridge universities, such as
St.Johns and Trinity at Cambridge which copied domestic courtyard layout, have
particularly fine examples of this form of architecture with good heraldic

decoration.

As the 16th century gave way to the 17th and 18th centuries so these romantic
monstrosities fell out of favour and the gatehouses were constructed to accentuate
the approach to the main building. Those at Hardwick Hall, Derbyshire, built in
the 1590°'s, ~ Burton Agnes, Yorkshire, of 1610 and Lanhydrock, Cornwall 1636-51 do
not exhibit the ostentation of the early 16th century. The trend continued through
to the type of gatehouse built by Robert Adam at Syon in the 1760's. By this time
the gatehouse, incorporated into the facade of the main building itself to provide
an impressive porch entrance, had given way to the Palladian portico. 18th century
Classical architecture had no place for the earlier styles. However, with the
rejectiaon of Classical design for domestic buildings in the 19th century

and its return to medieval Gothic styling we do find the wealthy of the time
showing the same exhibitionist tendencies as their 16th century forbears. Da we
blame or commend Sir Walter Scott for his revival of romance?

Ron Edwards
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As a result of my contribution to "The Seaxe" last year it has been suggested
that, even if I step up my output to two letters of the alphabet each vyear, it

would take 25years
old man!

A further suggestion was that I should adapt a thematic attitude.

be a good idea and, as the civic
was concerned,

apposite as far as ‘A’

to complete the task by which time I would be a very, very

-2

This seems to
illuminating and
second attempt.

were particularly
here goes for a

mottoes

The first is one I regret having missed last year....

Aspire

Beauty surrounds,
health abounds

Benedicite fontes domino

Beware/

By sea and forest enchanted

Canmol dy fro athrig yno

Castella fortior concordia

Cave

Cave et spera

Cives oppidi fundamenta

Civibus sodalibusque

Comfort et liesse

Constant be

(Chesterfield, Derbys) - very appropriate -
....and now a rather extravagant claim....

(Morecambe % Heysham, Lancs)....and one rather
out of date....

LA

0 all ye springs, bless ye the Lord (Buxton,
Derbys)....and a strange welcome....

(Chorley, Lancs)....to whom do they refer -
in this one?.... '

{Lymington, Hants)....a message for
expatriates....

Looks like the letters of one of Margaret’'s
anagrams but is Welch for “"Praise your homeland
and dwell there"-(Brecknock, Powys)....and which
Union is this?....

Union is stronger than a fortress (Northampton)
«...and a rather nice suggestion....

Beware! (Ware, Herts)....a sense of despair....

Look out and hope! (Chapel-en-le-Frith,
Derbys)....and this should keep the inhabitants

happy.... , :

The citizens are the foundation of the town
(Kenilworth, Warwicks)....and the next preceded
the visit of Mr Gorbachov by many years....

For citizens and comrades (Sodbury, Glos) ....to
anyone who knows the place the following is hard
to believe....

Comfort and mirth (Doncaster, Yorks)....can we
discern a pun here?....

(Bedfordshire C.C.)....and is this a plug for a
political party?....
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Copia est labor

Crede signo

Custodi civitatem Domine

De profundis

Debenter omnia Deo

Deeds not words

Deo fretus erumpe
Deus noblis haec otia fecit

Dum defluat amnis

Erimus

Et plui super unam civitatenm

Ever forward

Festina prudenter

Floreant septem quercus

Floreat imperii portus

Labour brings plenty (Norwich) - (of what?)....and
this is fine if you can find it by the roadside
leading into a strange town....

Believe in the sign (Rochdale, Lancs)....this :
could also be taken the wrong way especially after
the collapse in share values at the end of the
year.... RN

Keep the City, 0 Lord (City of Westminster)....and
do these people consider themselves "saved"?....

From the depths (Bedlington, Northumberland)
.+...and does this include the Poll Tax?....

All things are owing to God (Deben R.D.C.,
Suffolk)....l wish a few more councils thought
like this....

(Ashby-de-la-Zouche, Leics & Corby, Northants)
«es.is this a lady or a ferry company - or
neither?.... ’

Trust in God and sally (Newark, Notts)....and if
you believe this you will believe anything....

God has given us this tranquility (City of
Liverpool!')....and then what happens?....

While the river flows (Stourport, Worcs.% Walton &
Weybridge, Surrey)....now one could ask what and
when?....

We shall be (Middlesborough, Teesside)....and I
couldn’t resist slipping this one in for sheer
arrogance.... »

And I cause it to rain over one city (Amosé4:7)
(Metropolitan Water Board)....Presumably the next
is only until they reach the sea....

(Weston—-super-Mare, Dorset)....and for the traffic
proceeding down the A30....

Hasten prudently (Bagshot, Surrey)....and one
particularly appropriate after the “post-hurricane
planting of saplings....

May seven oaks flourish (Sevenoaks, Kent).... -
and an unsuccessful cry from the past....

LLet the port of Empire flourish (Port of London

Authority)....and this gives little encouragement
to new arrivals....
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Fortitudo et spes Endurance and hope (Stockton-on Tees, Teesside)
....and what about an invitation to gamble....

Fortuna meliores sequitur Fortune follows the better (Westminster Chamber of
Commerce)....and another extravagant claim....

Forward together (London Borough of Brent!)....is this an
advertisement for a brewery or a precursor to the

annual rates review?....

Fresh courage take ‘ (Newport Pagnell, Bucks)..;.who,-whéf, where and
' why?....
Fuimus et sumus o We were and we are (Whitby, North Yorks)....

perhaps I will have discovered the answers by next y}fg

year!

Don Kirby

s l """..:",' "{‘ - ;

63 336 3 96 36 66936 3636 3 3 I I I I I I I 363 I3 39 I 3636336 336 I 3 6 I 3636 3 3 I 363 I 3636 I I 363 I I 1663 3 I I I 6K KX XN

POSTSCRIPT

Jack Webley has been kind enough to tear himself away from green men and
wooduoses to apply himself to my concern for the interpretation of various
mottoes - aided and abetted, of course, by Feggy!

I see better things (Montifiore ....suitable for a
video shop....and is the next
an apt motto for a family of T.V.addicts?....

Video meliora

vVideo et taceo I see and hold my peace (Fox)....and what about
' this for a machine fitter?....

Tandem TIt arbor At length it becomes a tree (Hamilton) - or it
. ' could be interpreted as "At last the arbor fits"!
- but Peggy has a better idea....

How about - "OUR BICYCLE HAS MADE CONTACT WITH A TREE"?!!

DSK
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Without going into the rather complicated details of Sir John Vanbrugh’s career I
thought a few lines about his incursion into the world of heraldry might be of
interest.

His first employer of note was the 3rd Earl of Carlisle for whom, in 1701, as
architect, he built Castle Howard on the site of the o0ld Castle of Hinderskelf.
Carlisle was then acting Earl Marshal during the minority of the Duke of Norfolk
and, as a token of appreciation, he promised the architect the lucrative post of
Clarenceux King of Arms. There seems to be a possibility that the suggestion might
have come fraom Vanbrugh himself. e
The established rule was that a King of Arms should have passed through the grade
of herald so, in June 1703, he was appointed to the obsoclete post of Carlisle
Herald and duly initiated by being soused with a bowl of wine. Promotion to
Clarenceux came in March 1704,

John Anstis, a member of the College of Arms, had, in March 1703, written to the
Duke of Norfolk’'s mother referring contemptuously to Vanbrugh’'s Dutch extraction
arquing that this effectively disqualified him from holding office. Actually the
Vanbrugh line was Flemish but had association with the Dutch Church in England.

Carlisle’s proposal had been resisted by officials of the College of Arms for the
reasons that Vanbrugh had made fun of heralds in his play Esop® and that he was
known to take a ‘“humorously sceptical view of the importance of heraldic

functions".

The Senior Pursuivant Herald, Gregory King, was the "injured person"i; he persuaded
some of the heralds to join in a petition against the Earl Marshal ‘s power but the
council unanimously supported the latter. Once appointed, Vanbrugh became a
frequent attender at the College of Arms and, in 1706, "he carried out with credit
Glueen Anne’'s Commission to convey the insignia of the Order of the Garter to Prince

George of Hanover".

The estimate recorded for the official regalia, as Clarenceux King of Arms,
amounted to £185. "Gold Crown, collar of S‘'s, Chain, cap and coat of the fGQueen’s
arms in gold on crimson and blue velvet lined with crimson satin.

According to A History of Heraldry by C.W.Scott-Giles:-

(1) Vanbrugh knew nothing of heraldry and genealogy. (Comment - perhaps, in
view of his talents in various directions he became a quick learner).

(2) He neglected the duties of his office.

(3) He did not reside in the College. (Comment — perhaps because he had more
than one residence of his own). .

The statement that Vanbrugh was ignorant of heraldic and genealogical matters and
ridiculed them may require qualifying in the light of his conduct in his other
varied activities as soldier, successful playright and competent architect. The
recaords of his personal accounts show that the heraldic position he held for so
long was quite lucrative. R : o

The conclusions one may come to is that among heralds, as elsewhere, Vanbrugh
incurred disapproval by being both different and successful. The assessment of a
modern herald and biographer, Sir Anthony Wagner, the current Clarenceux King of
Arms, isi— "He was possibly the most distinguished man who has ever worn a herald’'s
tabard even though the appointment was incongruous. The real grievance though was
not simply Vanbrugh's appointment but his appointment immediately to the second
position whereby long establxshed expections were dashed and promotion through the
. whole College postponed". : ‘ s






* The whimsical ridicule in Esop revolves round one Jacob Guaint, a herald, who
calls himself a genealogist. He suggests to the main character, Esop, that a
welcome gift for the latter's bride might be his pedigree. "There’'s never a herald
in all Asia shall put better blood in veins than your humble servant, Jacab

Quaint."

Esop asks Quaint if he knows his father declaring that he is a stranger to himself.

Quaint replies that he knows every man’s father and grandfather and great
grandfather, saying "I'm a herald by nature. My mother was a Welch woman from a
country where every man is born a gentleman and a genealogist".

He recites biblical names - Noah, Shem, Ham, Japhet and Solomon. Esop asks
“Solomon was my ancestor was he not?" "He was, my Lord, which no one can doubt who
observes youwr mien;i you have something wondrous in vyour air - majestic,etc.”

Nothing comes of the genealogy of Esop and the herald is thrown out.
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ANSHERS TO THENTY QUESTIONS - (you should get them all right!)

{. Richard III. 2. A white boar. 3. Edward IV,
4, He saw "three suns" - (eclipse?) - before the battle of Mortimer s Cross,

3. Scrope and Grosvener,

b. Grosvenor had to back down and adopted a garb instead.

1. Fleur de lis reduced to three in the two quarters {(France nodern).

8. Semee de lis (France ancient). 9. Pelhas
10. Sir Willias Pelham is reputed to have captured King John at Poitiers and was so rewarded’
11, Ten 12. Hastings : 13. A pheon
18, It was used on convicts'clothing as the Sidneys were in charge of prisons,etc.
15. Richard 1] 16. Because he had been captured by Henry IV - the sun clouded
17. Catherine of Aragon brought it over herself
18. Sidney - see the Lord Leycester Hospital at Warwick

19. In France - sose of the French kings used it

20. The Queen Mother has the bows for Bowes in her coat of aras!
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