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FROM THE CHAIR

In this, my third and last year as
your Chairman, I am glad to have the opportunity to welcome a new
issue of the Seaxe. It mekes it possible for me to place on
record my thanks to the officers and committee for their help,
and to all members for their support, during & very happy term of
office,

One of the high points for me was to
introduce our new Patron, Mr. Hubert Chesshyre, Chester Herald.
We are delighted that he was able to attend our Garden Party, and
we hope to have the pleasure of his company at other occasions.

When inviting Mr. Chesshyre to be our
Patron, I told him that we were a lively, active, and above all,
friendly group, and that between us we had a sound knowledge of,
and a great enthusiasm for heraldry. I believe these to be the
strengths of our society. Although our membership has only just
topped forty, we have magnificent support for our various
activities and events,

Our greatest achievement so far has
been the production of the report on the heraldry in the Bedford
Chapel at Chenies, but in the 1st year alone we included the
following in our operations:-

Excellent talks from visiting
speakers and from our own members.

Visits to numerous churches and
other sites of heraldic interest,

Checking the hatchments of Middlesex,
and some of Hertfordshire.

Joint events with the Bath and the
Sherborne Heraldic Societies.

Pleasurable Christmas and Garden
Parties.

Inauguration of a Study Group/
Workshop.

Affiliation to the Brent and the
Ruislip-Northwood Arts Councils.

Display of Heraldry in Edgware
and Preston Road Libraries.

Invitation to record the heraldry
at Ashridge House,

Help given to the (London) Heraldry
Society office.

‘ In addition, we have had the pleasure
of seeing one of our members, Peter Esslemont, elected to the
- Council of the Heraldry Society.

We were all saddened at the death of
our friend and valued senior member, Arthur Edwards, whose regular
attendance at our meetings seemed to set the seal of respectability
on our still youthful society. Through the kindness of Mrs.
Edwards members were able to acquire some of Arthur's collection
of heraldic books. What better homes for cherished books than on
the shelves of friends? We like to think that Arthur would have
approved.



, Looking to the future, the

Programnme for 1985 has appeared. We intend to continue recording
the heraldry of Middlesex churches and of anywhere else where our

efforts may be of use. We hope the Workshop will give even more

of our members more opportunity for active membership.

' I believe we can be justifiably
proud of our achievements in the eight years of our existence:
we can look forward with confident anticipation to an equally
friendly and exciting future.

Very sincerely yours,
Kay Holmes, Chairman,.
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In the 14th and 15th centuries a number of English towns
and cities placed shields of Arms on their seals, which, in due
course, were recorded by the Heralds. For example, the earliest
known mention of the present Arms of the City of London is on 17th
April 1381 when it is recorded that a new mayoralty seal should
incorporate them, The Arms are recorded as a cross gules on an
argent field with a dagger or sword in the first quarter. It is
generally agreed that this sword is the sword of St. Paul although
some like to think it is the sword which slew Wat Tyler in the
Peasants' Revolt. This can only be wishful thinking as the Revolt
did not take place until later in 1381.

BEarly Civic heraldry, like much other early heraldry, was
fairly simple and most examples fall into one of the following
categories:

Royal or seignorial emblems
Symbols of national or local patron saints

Castles
Ships, or other tokens of maritime interests

The Civic heraldry of Middlesex is nearly all 20th (or
late 19th) century and some of the armorial bearings are extremely
complex and indesipherable when reduced in size to fit onto note-
paper or on rate demands.

Today nearly all Middlesex 1s built up and apart from
those who have lived in the County for many years, it is difficult
to realise the rural nature of much of the County fifty or sixty
years ago. Harrow, for example, did not become a separate Urban
District untsl 1934 and Borough status was not obtained until
1954, Prior to 1934 the area was part of Hendon Rural District.
The first authority in Middlesex to attain Borocugh status was
Ealing in 1901 and it was also the first authority in Outer
Middlesex to be granted Arms. Allusions to this-rural nature of
the area is made in a number of the arms of the outer Middlesex
local authorities and in the new Arms granted to the London
Boroughs,



: Most of the armorial bvearings granted to the Urban
District and Borough Councils in outer Middlesex and to the
London Borough Councils which have taken their place contain
charges which have a local connection. Many incorporate some
historical reference such as a charge from the arms of a local
family which had been Lord of the Manor, In cases where the
manor had been owned by the Diocese of London the crossed swords
from the arms of the.Bishopric will appesar. The arms of
Edmonton include the saltire of St. Albans as land in Edmonton
was owned by the abbey of St. Albans,

There are a number of references to industry, such as the
cogwheel included in the arms of Hayes, Acton and Edmonton, and a
garb is included in the arms of Uxbridge recalling the brewing and

corn growing that used to take place in the area,

Many of the arms include a reference to historic events which took
place in the area, to previous owners of the local manor (either
family or ecclesiastical), to local industry, to the previous open
nature of the area or to a forest which still exists.

‘ For my talk to the Society I divided Middlesex into Inner
and Outer, Inner Middlesex was the term I gave to the 18 boroughs
which were taken from Middlesex in 1889 to form the northarn part
of the L.C.C. They were regrouped in 1965 to form the seven
London Boroughs of Camden, Hackney, Hammersmith and Fulham,
Islington, Kensington and Chelsea, Tower Hamlets and the City of
Westminster,

Also in 1965 most of outer Middlesex was transferred to
the G.L.C. for administrative purposes - leaving Middlesex to exist
mainly for postal, social and sporting purposes. There were three
authorities that did not come into the G.L.€, - Potters Bar U.D.C.
which was transferred to Hertfordshire and Sunbury and Staines
U.D.C. which were transferred to Surrey. Also in the reorganisation
Barnet and East Barnet U.D.C.'s were transferred from Hertfordshire
to the G.L.C.

Outer Middlesex consisted of 26 local authoritizss in
. 1965 = 18 Boroughs and 8 urban District Councils - and in a series
of articles in future issues of the Seaxe I shall look at the
heraldry of the 9 G.L.C. London Boroughs in outer Middlesex and of
the local authorities from which these boroughs were formed.,

All the 26 local authorities in Outer Middlesex were
armigerous and 12 of the 18 boroughs had supporters, All but 4
of the authorities had crests, and all had mottoes except Uxbridge.
All 32 of the boroughs in the G.L.C. area have received Grants of
%gmorial Bearings -~ even though some of them rarely make use of

em,

The arms’ of Uxbridge recall another industry as the
crest includes a chrysanthemum to recall the horticulture industry
in the area, References to London Airport (or Heston Airport)
occur in the arms of Hayes, Feltham and Heston. An earlier form
of flying appears in the arms of Hendon which include an airscrew
recalling the first London Airport at Hendon. Many of the
Middlesex arms contain reference to open land or forests which
used to cover the county, but which have mainly disappeared as
housing has spread. There is surprisingly little reference to
education in the arms granted to Middlesex authorities; this is
a popular theme in civic heraldry.
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Visits 1982 -84

As my "term of office" ends, I thought I would recall a few of the visits we have
made over tre last three years. *

1982 started with visits to St. John's Gate, Clerkenwell; Middle Temple and the
College of Arms. We visited churches in Berkshire, Hertfordshire and Surrey.
Do you remember the chu rch at Broxbourne where we climbed a ladder to see 10
hatchments tucked away in a loft. We also visited Waltham Abbey that day, and
afterwards went to Fay Rqobson's home where she had laid on a super tea for us.
A visit to Surrey to Stoke D'Abernon church, Losely House and Chapel in St.
Michael's church, Guildford ended with another 'tuck-in' at the home of Vera

and Ron Brown in Byfleet.

During the year we visited 3 stétely homes - Losely House; Charlecote Park and
Dorney Court; 18 churches and 1 Abbey. .

We continued with our visits to churches and recorded the heraldry in any
Middlesex churches we visited. I think my favourite church visited that year
was St. Mary's, Paddington Green. In April, we had a joint visit with the Bath
Heraldry Society to Mapledurham House which was a great success. The weather
too was perfect and we were able to have a picnic by the river. In August we
visited Wycombe Abbey school where there is a splendid display of hatchments.
Our thanks are due to Angela and Doug Dixon for arranging the visit and for
the delightful refreshments they laid on for us. ( it will be noted that I
rather favour this laying-on of food )e¢ In Oxford we visited some Oxford
Colleges and thanks to Mary Blachford who arranged it for us, we were able to
see the hatchments in A1l Souls College. We had our largest turn out for that
visit - 30 members. September found us at the Royal Naval College, Greenwich,
where we were taken to see the arms displayed in the Chalk Passage. These :
arms were painted by the air brush technique.
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We 'did!1l shurches; 3 stétely homes - Mapledurham; West Wickham and Moor Park;
4 Oxford Colleges; 2 schools - Wycombe Abbey amd Cdledonian School; and the

Royal Naval College,

1884 More churches were visited with one disappointment - St. Helen's Bishopsgate
was not opened as had been arranged. Adding insult to injury, I gather the
weather was not its usual sunny self. Members nearly froze, it was so cold.
Kor was it nice in March when we went to Chelsea 0ld Church. It just poured
that day. A few of us, including our chairma':., had a picnic, standing (it
being too wet to sit) under umbrellas, in an old graveyard. This to the

utter amazement of passers-by. I am not too keen on soggy sandwiches and rain
dripping down my neck, but one puts up with a lot in this search for heraldry.
We were lucky with the weather in April when we visited Chigwell, Theydon
Mount and Theydon Garnon churches and were able to have an extremely happy
picnic in the graveyard at Chigwell. In May we again had a joint visit with
the Bath Society, this.time arranged by them. We had a super visit to the Lord
Mayor of Bristol's Chapel; Lord Mayor's Parlour, where we saw his regalia as
well as looking at heraldry; and to Bristol Cathedral. We have also been to
more Oxford colleges.

So far this year we have been to 15 churches; 1 cathedral; 1Theological College
and to Guildhall (where a picnic lunch was allowed to be eaten - very up-market
compared to graveyards). A visit to Farnham Castle and Church; Chawton and Froyle
churches is planned for September,

Attendanc es at visits have been between 10 and 30 members. May I thank you very
much for the support you have given me during these three years.

Nan G. Taylor
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