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J.E.U. 

And, lest we dream too much 

Of great days past, 

Tell us great days may always be, 

Even to the last; 

That, holding fast the truth, 

Hearts high and free, 

Men still may ride abroad 

Armed cap-a-pie. 

From Grant Uden's A Dictionary of Chivalry 
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Ar thur Henry Edwards 
Members o f the Society were very sad to learn last year, of the sudden death o f 
Arthur Edwards. 

Arthur became a member o f the Society within a few months of its formation and 
was a regular attender. He was also an early member of The Heraldry Society. 
He was granted arms on 1 November 1957:-

Arms: Per chevron in chief paly of ten Or and Azure and in base of the last; 
in chief a tyger passant Gules, and in base a cross patonce of the first. 

Crest: On a wreath Or Gules and Azure a talbot's head Argent ducally gorged Gold 
holding in the mouth a key bendwise wards chiefward and to the dexter 
also Gold. 

Motto: Vivamus Atque Amemus. 

Arthur was a great collector of heraldic books and a large part of his extensive 
library has been purchased by our members. 

He was also a member of the P.C.C. of St. Mary's church, Harrow-on-the-Hill 
and will be missed by a large number of friends in many spheres, but especially 
by his widow, Mildred, his sons and grandchildren to whom we extend our sympathy, 

P. Esslemont. E.N.Taylor. 



FROM THE CHAIR 

In this, my third and last year as 
your Chairman, I am glad to have the opportunity to welcome a new 
issue of the Seaxe. It makes it possible for me to place on 
record my thanks to the officers and committee for their help, 
and to all members for their support, during a very happy term of 
office. 

One of the high points for me was to 
introduce our new Patron, Mr. Hubert Chesshyre, Chester Herald. 
We are delighted that he was able to attend our Garden Party, and 
we hope to have the pleasure of his company at other occasions. 

When inviting Mr. Chesshyre to be our 
Patron, I told him that we were a lively, active, and above all, 
friendly group, and that between us we had a sound knowledge of, 
and a great enthusiasm for heraldry. I believe these to be the 
strengths of our society. Although our membership has only just 
topped forty, we have magnificent support for our various 
activities and events. 

Our greatest achievement so far has 
been the production of the report on the heraldry in the Bedford 
Chapel at Chenies, but in the 1st year alone we included the 
following in our operations:-

Excellent talks from visiting 
speakers and from our own members. 

Visits to numerous churches and 
other sites of heraldic interest. 

Checking the hatchments of Middlesex, 
and some of Hertfordshire. 

Joint events with the Bath and the 
Sherborne Heraldic Societies. 

Pleasurable Christmas and Garden 
Parties. 

Inauguration of a Study Group/ 
Workshop. 

Affiliation to the Brent and the 
Ruislip-Northwood Arts Councils. 

Display of Heraldry in Edgware 
and Preston Road Libraries. 

Invitation to record the heraldry 
at Ashridge House. 

Help given to the (London) Heraldry 
Society office. 

In addition, we have had the pleasure 
of seeing one of our members, Peter Esslemont, elected to the 
Council of the Heraldry Society. 

We were all saddened at the death of 
our friend and valued senior member, Arthur Edwards, whose regular 
attendance at our meetings seemed to set the seal of respectability 
on our still youthful society. Through the kindness of Mrs. 
Edwards members were able to acquire some of Arthur's collection 
of heraldic books. What better homes for cherished books than on 
the shelves of friends? We like to think that Arthur would have 
approved. 
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Looking to the future, the 
Programme for 1985 has appeared. We intend to continue recording 
the heraldry of Middlesex churches and of anywhere else where our 
efforts may be of use. We hope the Workshop will give even more 
of our members more opportunity for active membership. 

I believe we can be justifiably 
proud of our achievements in the eight years of our existence: 
we can look forward with confident anticipation to an equally 
friendly and exciting future. 

Very sincerely yours, 
Kay Holmes, Chairman. 

CIVIC HERALDRY IN MIDDLESEX 
(based on a talk given to the Society in April 1982) 

In the 14th and 15 th centuries a number of English towns 
and cities placed shields of Arms on their seals, which, in due 
course, were recorded by the Heralds. For example, the earliest 
known mention of the present Arms of the City of London is on 17th 
April 1381 when it is recorded that a new mayoralty seal should 
incorporate them. The Arms are recorded as a cross gules on an 
argent field with a dagger or sword in the first quarter. It is 
generally agreed that this sword is the sword of St. Paul although 
some like to think it is the sword which slew Wat Tyler in the 
Peasants' Revolt. This can only be wishful thinking as the Revolt 
did not take place until later in 1 3 8 1 . 

Early Civic heraldry, like much other early heraldry, was 
fairly simple and most examples fall into one of the following 
categories: 

Royal or seigniorial emblems 
Symbols of national or local patron saints 
Castles 
Ships, or other tokens of maritime interests 

The Civic heraldry of Middlesex is nearly all 20th (or 
late 19th) century and some of the armorial bearings are extremely 
complex and indecipherable when reduced in size to fit onto note-
paper or on rate demands. 

Today nearly all Middlesex is built up and apart from 
those who have lived in the County for many years, it is difficult 
to realise the rural nature of much of the County fifty or sixty 
years ago. Harrow, for example, did not become a separate Urban 
District until 1934 and Borough status was not obtained until 
1954. Prior to 1954 the area was part of Hendon Rural District. 
The first authority in Middlesex to attain Borough status was 
Ealing in 1901 and it was also the first authority in Outer 
Middlesex to be granted Arms. Allusions to this rural nature of 
the area is made in a number of the arms of the outer Middlesex 
local authorities and in the new Arms granted to the London 
Boroughs. 
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Most of the armorial bearings granted to the Urban 
District and Borough Councils in outer Middlesex and to the 
London Borough Councils which have taken their place contain 
charges which have a local connection. Many incorporate some 
historical reference such as a charge from the arms of a local 
family which had been Lord of the Manor. In cases where the 
manor had been owned by the Diocese of London the crossed swords 
from the arms of the Bishopric will appear. The arms of 
Edmonton Include the saltire of St. Albans as land in Edmonton 
was owned by the abbey of St. Albans. 

There are a number of references to industry, such as the 
cogwheel included in the arms of Hayes, Acton and Edmonton, and a 
garb is included in the arms of Uxbridge recalling the brewing and 
corn growing that used to take place in the area. 
Many of the arms include a reference to historic events which took 
place in the area, to previous owners of the local manor (either 
family or ecclesiastical), to local industry, to the previous open 
nature of the area or to a forest which still exists. 

For my talk to the Society I divided Middlesex into Inner 
and Outer. Inner Middlesex was the term I gave to the 18 boroughs 
which were taken from Middlesex in 1889 to form the northern part 
of the L.C.C. They were regrouped in 1965 to form the seven 
London Boroughs of Camden, Hackney, Hammersmith and Fulham, 
Islington, Kensington and Chelsea, Tower Hamlets and the City of 
Westminster. 

Also in 1965 most of outer Middlesex was transferred to 
the G.L.C. for administrative purposes - leaving Middlesex to exist 
mainly for postal, social and sporting purposes. There were three 
authorities that did not come into the G.L.C. - Potters Bar U.D.C. 
which was transferred to Hertfordshire and Sunbury and Staines 
U.D.C. which were transferred to Surrey. Also in the reorganisation 
Barnet and East Barnet U.D.C.'s were transferred from Hertfordshire 
to the G.L.C. 

Outer Middlesex consisted of 26 local authorities in 
1965 - 18 Boroughs and 8 urban District Councils - and in a series 
of articles in future issues of the Seaxe I shall look at the 
heraldry of the 9 G.L.C. London Boroughs in outer Middlesex and of 
the local authorities from which these boroughs were formed. 

All the 26 local authorities in Outer Middlesex were 
armigerous and 12 of the 18 boroughs had supporters. All but 4 
of the authorities had crests, and all had mottoes except Uxbridge. 
All 32 of the boroughs in the G.L.C. area have received Grants of 
Armorial Bearings - even though some of them rarely make use of 
them. 

The arms' of Uxbridge recall another industry as the 
crest includes a chrysanthemum to recall the horticulture industry 
In the area. References to London Airport (or Heston Airport) 
occur in the arms of Hayes, Feltham and Heston. An earlier form 
of flying appears in the arms of Hendon which include an airscrew 
recalling the first London Airport at Hendon. Many of the 
Middlesex arms contain reference to open land or forests which 
used to cover the county, but which have mainly disappeared as 
housing has spread. There is surprisingly little reference to 
education in the arms granted to Middlesex authorities; this is 
a popular theme in civic heraldry. 
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Finally, in this general introduction, I should mention 
that I found 11 occasions in the arms of outer Middlesex where the 
seaxe or the crown from the Middlesex county arms appeared. 
Middlesex County Council 

The arms granted to Middlesex in 1 9 1 0 were: 
Gules, three seaxes proper, hilts 
to the dexter and in chief a Saxon 
crown Or. 

The County was not granted a crest or supporters. The Saxon 
crown distinguishes the arms from those assigned to the former 
kingdom of the Middle Saxons, and also from the arms granted 
to Essex County Council in 1 9 3 2 . 

Middlesex C . C . London C . C . G . L . C . 

Greater London Council 
The arms granted to the G.L.C. on 1 s t September, 1965: 

Barry wavy argent and azure, on a chief 
Gules a Saxon crown Or. 

The Council was not granted a crest or supporters. These arms 
are very similar to those borne by the London County Council, 
granted in 1914. which were 

Barry wavy of six azure and argent, 
on a chief argent the cross of St. 
George charged with a lion of 
England. 

The shield was ensigned with a mural crown Or, but again no crest 
or supporters were granted. 

The wavy bars on both the L.C.C. and G.L.C. arms recall 
London's position on the river Thames and its importance as a 
seaport. The saxon crown in the G.L.C. arms also appeared in 
the Middlesex County Council arms and symbolises the ancient 
Saxon associations with London. The cross of St. George in the 
L.C.C. arms, besides being a national emblem, links the arms 
with those of the City of London. The royal lion in the L.C.C. 
arms reminds us that the County embraced the capital city of 
England. (To be continued.) 

Peter Esslemont. 
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TWO SCOTTISH BANNERS 
C A N O N G A T E KIRK - E D I N B U R G H 
King David I of Scotland, while hunting in what is now known 
as the Queen's Park in Edinburgh, was unseated from his horse 
and was rescued from what looked like almost certain death 
from the antlers of a fierce stag. 

The vision of a cross appearing between the antlers made him 
consider his survival as an act of God and as his thanksgiving 
for deliverance he founded, in 1128, the Abbey of the Holy 
Rood or Cross. The Abbey is now a ruin alongside the Palace 
of Holyroodhouse. 

In 1638, by order of King James VII and II, the parish church 
of the Canongate was built. The Royal Palace of Holyroodhouse 
and Edinburgh Castle still stand within this parish. 

B a n n e r of the C a n o n g a t e K i rk 
i m p a l i n g the A r m s of t he 
Rev. R o n a l d S e l b y W r i g h t . 

On 29th February 1952, Lord Lyon granted arms to 
the Minister and Kirk Session of the Canongate, 
Kirk of Holyroodhouse and of Edinburgh Castle 

Per chevron embattled Gules and Azure; a stag's 
head erased the attires of twelve points, between 
the same a cross pattee fitchee all Or. 

This is obviously an allusion to the legend of King David, and is 
featured on the dexter side of the banner hanging in the church. 

The front of the church was restored in 1946 
and King George VI presented replacement 
antlers which are fixed on the apex of the gable. 
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Impaled with these arms are those of the Very Reverend 
Ronald Selby Wright, granted on 3rd May, 1959. 

Per chevron Argent and Azure, a chevron barry of eight 
Or and Sable between three axes paleways counter­
changed, on a chief of the second a Celtic cross head 
between two crosier heads of a bishop and an abbot 
respectively all of the first, the crook of the 
abbatial crosier curled within a crook and ferule ringed for the sudarium. 

Rev. Ronald W.W. Selby Wright, CVO, TD, DD, FRSE, FSA(Scot), J.P. was Minister 
of the Canongate Church from 1939 to 1977. Born in 1908, Rev. Wright was a 
Reader in St. Giles Cathedral and Assistant Minister of Glasgow Cathedral 
prior to his appointment to the Canongate Kirk, He had a distinguished record 

as an army chaplain during 
the second world war, 
serving with the Royal Scots 
52 (Lowland) Division and 
the 10th Indian Division 
but was perhaps best known 
as the Radio Padre, con­
ducting numerous series of 
religious broadcasts for 
the B.B.C. He was 
appointed Chaplain to H.M. 
The Queen in Scotland in 1963. 

Banner of the Governor 
of Her Majesty 's Roya l 
Cas t le of E d i n b u r g h . 

Edinburgh Castle at the other 
end of the 'Royal Mile' 
dominates the Capital from 
its great basalt rock and has 
been a fortress and royal 
residence since the 7th century. 

The post of Governor of the 
Castle can be traced back to 
1107. The security of the 
Castle was so important that 

only men close to the King were appointed. Many of the noble houses of 
Scotland are represented in the Roll of Governors, but since the 19th 
century the appointment has usually been joined with that of the General 
Officer Commanding in Scotland. 

The castle has been within the parish of the Canongate since the foundation 
of Holyrood and on his appointment the new Governor takes his seat in the 'Castle 

Pew' and appropriately his banner hangs in the church. 

'Per pale, dexter, Argent upon a rock proper a castle triple towered Sable 
masoned of the field, windows, port turret, caps and vanes Gules surmounted 
of a barrulet in crancelin of three fleurs-de-lys Or; sinister, tierced per 
fess Gules, Sable and Gules, a lion rampant Or; on a chief Azure a saltire 
Argent' 

These arms, granted by Lord Lyon, 9th April, 1953 represent Scotland, the City 
of Edinburgh and Scottish Command. 

E.N.'Pete' Tay lor. August 1984. 
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V i s i t s 1 9 8 2 - 8 4 
As my "term of office" ends, I thought I would recall a few of the visits we have 
made over the last three years. 

1 9 8 2 started with visits to St. John's Gate, Clerkenwell; Middle Temple and the 
College of Arms. We visited churches in Berkshire, Hertfordshire and Surrey. 
Do you remember the church at Broxbourne where we climbed a ladder to see 10 
hatchments tucked away in a loft. We also visited Waltham Abbey that day, and 
afterwards went to Fay Robson's home where she had laid on a super tea for us. 
A visit to Surrey to Stoke D'Abernon church, Losely Bouse and Chapel in St. 
Michael's church, Guildford ended with another 'tuck-in' at the home of Vera 
and Ron Brown in Byfleet. 

During the year we visited 3 stately homes - Losely House; Charlecote Park and 
Dorney Court; 18 churches and 1 Abbey. 

1983 We continued with our visits to churches and recorded the heraldry in any 
Middlesex churches we visited. I think my favourite church visited that year 
was St. Mary's, Paddington Green. In April, we had a joint visit with the Bath 
Heraldry Society to Mapledurham House which was a great success. The weather 
too was perfect and we were able to have a picnic by the river. In August we 
visited Wycombe Abbey school where there is a splendid display of hatchments. 
Our thanks are due to Angela and Doug Dixon for arranging the visit and for 
the delightful refreshments they laid on for us. ( it will be noted that I 
rather favour this laying-on of food ). In Oxford we visited some Oxford 
Colleges and thanks to Mary Blachford who arranged it for us, we were able to 
see the hatchments in All Souls College. We had our largest turn out for that 
visit' - 3 0 members. September found us at the Royal Naval College, Greenwich, 
where we were taken to see the arms displayed in the Chalk Passage. These 
arms were painted by the air brush technique. 

We 'did' 11 churches; 3 stately homes - Mapledurham; West Wickham and Moor Park; 
4 Oxford Colleges; 2 schools - Wycombe Abbey and Caledonian School; and the 
Royal Naval College. 

1984 More churches were visited with one disappointment - St. Helen's Bishopsgate 
was not opened as had been arranged. Adding insult to injury, I gather the 
weather was not its usual sunny self. Members nearly froze, it was so cold. 
Nor was it nice in March when we went to Chelsea Old Church. It just poured 
that day. A few of us, including our chairman, had a picnic, standing (it 
being too wet to sit) under umbrellas, in an old graveyard. This to the 
utter amazement of passers-by. I am not too keen on soggy sandwiches and rain 
dripping down my neck, but one puts up with a lot in this search for heraldry. 
We were lucky with the weather in April when we visited Chigwell, Theydon 
Mount and Theydon Garnon churches and were able to have an extremely happy 
picnic in the graveyard at Chigwell. In May we again had a joint visit with 
the Bath Society, this time arranged by them. We had a super visit to the Lord 
Mayor of Bristol's Chapel; Lord Mayor's Parlour, where we saw his regalia as 
well as looking at heraldry; and to Bristol Cathedral. We have also been to 
more Oxford colleges. 

So far this year we have been to 15 churches; 1 cathedral; 1 Theological College 
and to Guildhall (where a picnic lunch was allowed to be eaten - very up-market 
compared to graveyards). A visit to Farnham Castle and Church; Chawton and Froyle 
churches is planned for September. 

Attendances at visits have been between 10 and 30 members. May I thank you very 
much for the support you have given me during these three years. 

Nan G. Taylor 
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H Y P O T H E T I C A L A R M S 
How often have you heard people say, when looking at heraldry "Aren't they 
awful"; "too cluttered"; "badly designed"; etc. etc. I know, I do it all 
the time; but have you ever sat down to design a coat of arms? It is not as 
easy as you might imagine. 

Well I have had a go and have based these imaginary arms on a well known 
personality in the Middlesex Heraldry Society. 

The blazon would read:-
"Per pale Or and Azure; an anchor surmounted by two 
adjustable spanners palewise respectant all counterchanged" 

Can you guess who this might be? (no prizes) 

He is an amateur heraldist with a great knowledge of the subject, has a 
remarkable memory and can blason almost anything at the drop of a hat. He came 
into this world North of the Wash, poor chap, and commenced his adult career all 

at sea - in the Royal Navy, hence the anchor. 

He spends his working hours as a Building Services Engineer (plumber to you) 
endeavouring to support wife, kids, mortgage and an insatiable appetite for 
heraldic books. Wow you know what the spanners represent. 

A stalwart of the Royal British Legion, he is particularly fond of counter­
changed arms, so I have given him the Legion colours of blue and gold counter­
changed. 

If you are still wondering who he is, one last clue, he is rather hairy about 
the chin. 

But to get back to the arms, do you think they fulfil the basic requirements of 
heraldry? Discuss amongst yourselves but don't bother me, I shall be busy 
painting the. kitchen ( STILL ) . Apologies to my Guinea Pig. 

"Parkthorne Herald" Extraordinary (Very) 
- 9 -



BY APPOINTMENT 
The paper being late one morning, reduced me to reading the Kellogs Corn Flakes 
packet and my eye rested on the Royal Arms and the words "By Appointment" 

The Royal Family, unlike the rest of us, cannot shop at the local supermarket, 
but are supplied by the leading stores, manufacturers etc. through the Master of 
the Household. 

If these traders can show that they have supplied goods or services, in quantity, 
for a minimum period of three years, to members of the Royal Household, they can 
apply for the Royal Warrant, which entitles them to display the appropriate Royal 
Arms on their premises and products, and to style themselves "By Appointment". 

Issuing of Royal Warrants is a custom going back many years. The first recorded 
occasion is in 1155, when Henry II granted Warrants to the London trade guilds. 
Since the reign of Queen Victoria, they have been granted by the Lord Chamberlain, 

It is thought that the displaying of arms by tradesmen began in the eighteenth 
century and the growth and spread of packaging and advertising lead to the 
foundation of the Royal Warrant Holders Association, They obtained their Charter 
in 1907, but began their activities many years before that. Their function is to 
advise the Lord Chamberlain on the granting of new warrants and to watch for bogus 
imitators. The Association issues a code of practice on the use of Royal Arms 
which must be discreet and correct, and must not dominate publicity material. 

Warrant Holders to the Sovereign display the Royal Arms, but other members of the 
Royal Household have their own 'list', namely H.R.H. The Duke of Edinburgh; 
H.R.H. The Prince of Wales and H.M. Queen Elizabeth, the Queen Mother. 

A trader on one of these lists displays the appropriate arms:-

'H.R.H. The Duke of Edinburgh - his personal arms 
H.R.H. The Prince of Wales - The Prince of Wales feathers enfiled by the coronet 
H.M. The Queen Mother - The Royal Arms impaled with her personal arms. 

The granting of the Warrant is much sought after as a mark of Royal esteem and it 
enhances the prestige of the holder. to the average customer it means that the 
quality of the goods is maintained to the standard that won the award originally. 

There are some 800 firms at present entitled to the Royal Warrant, covering an 
enormous variety of goods. It goes without saying that many holders trade in the 
vicinity of royal residences such as London, Windsor, Edinburgh, Aberdeen, Norwich 
etc. and a walk in Bond Street, Piccadilly etc. reveals many. Perhaps the most 
notable display is at Harrods in Knightsbridge. On the corner tower are large 
modelled achievements of H.M. The Quean, The Duke of Edinburgh, The Queen Mother 
and The Prince of Wales. 

The Warrant expires on the death of the grantor, but firms who continue to supply 
goods normally exchange their warrant for those of the successor. It used to be 
permissible to continue to display the arms of the deceased, but since 1978 this 
custom has been discontinued. The firms however, can still use the words "By 
Appointment to His/Her late Majesty/Royal Highness". 

The Royal Arms may be applied in a variety of ways and the Warrant Holders 
Association advise, and list firms who can supply blocks for printing, transfers, 
and moulded achievements for which glass fibre is a popular material. Other 
methods can be employed such as hand painting, engraving on glass, stone or slate 
etc., etc. 

- 1 0 -
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NEBULY 

One definition of Nebuly states:-
"A line of partition which being in­
tended to represent clouds, is rarely 
used otherwise than horizontally". 

This, not common, partition line has come 
to my notice twice in the past year, in 
both cases, I believe, very recent grants 
of arms. 

An exhibition linking Heraldry and cloth­
ing was presented by Aquascutum of London 
earlier this year to celebrate the 
Quincentenary of the College of Arms. 

On display were the arms of Aquascutum, who 
are famed for rainwear and it requires little 
imagination to see rain depicted falling from 
the clouds. The coronet could perhaps indicate 
royal customers. 

The other example is the arms granted 
to an Officer in the Royal Air Force. 

"Argent a chief enarched nebuly 
Azure". 

This represents the pilot's view of 
sky and cloud as seen from the cock­
pit of the aircraft. 

I think this is a superb example of 
heraldry of our time, but maintaining 
all essential qualities of simple 
medieval heraldry. 

E.N.T 10/8A 
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THE ROYAL AIR FORCE 

All RAF. Squadrons, Stations, Commands and Units have a badge and these stem from 
the early practice of crews applying a variety of emblems to their aircraft. The 
value of this was recognised and in 1935 the post of Inspector of RAF. Badges was 
introduced. 

The first person to hold the appointment was the then Chester Herald, and he pro­
duced a Patent for all future badges. This consisted of a circular base upon which 
the accepted design would be placed; it was encircled by a laurel wreath and en­
signed by a crown. The Unit's title and motto were also incorporated. 

The first squadrons received their badges in 1936 and over 1,000 have since been 
granted. One of the latest is the award of a Station Badge (as illustrated) to 
RAF. Brawdy in Wales, an Intensive Flying Station. 

The Sea Dragon, a mythical creature, half dragon, half fish, is found as support­
ers in the arms of Preseli District Council, in whose area RAF. Brawdy is situated 
and represents the close relationship between the base and the civilian community. 
The Dragon, of course, is also representative of Wales and the tail represents the 
Unit's origins as a Royal Naval Air Station. From the badge of RAF. Strike Command, 
of which RAF. Brawdy is part, comes the sword held by the Sea Dragon and the feathers 
are the badge of HRH. The Prince of Wales, the Honorary Air Commodore of Brawdy. 

Most RAF. mottoes are in Latin, but in this instance it is in Welsh "Amddiffynfa 
Y Gorllewin" which may be translated as "Stronghold of the West". 

-12- ENT. Ex. RAF 1294165 



B r i t i s h A i r w a y s 
In recent weeks the National Press has referred to the 
proposal of British Airways to have a new design for its 
aircraft livery, when it is privatised by the end of this 
year. 

British Airways is a direct descendant of B.O.A.C. and 
B.E.A. and it is interesting to observe the heraldic 
development. 

Arms were granted to the British Overseas Airways 
Corporation in 1941, namely:-

'Azure a lion's face winged Or' 

British European Airways, in November 1946, were granted 
arms:-

'Argent a fess Gules between three astral crowns Azure' 

Both these Corporations would appear to have disregarded 
any attempt to use their heraldic bearings on their air­
craft. Instead, they employed devices as indicated in 
Figures 1 and 2. 

In 1970 a merger between BOAC. and BEA. produced British 
Airways and the College of Arms granted new armorial 
bearings as shown in Figure 4:) 

'Argent between a chief and a bendlet sinister couped 
Gules a gyron issuing from the dexter, the point in 
sinister chief Azure. 

The full achievement has been used on aircraft menus, 
uniforms etc., and the blazon was adapted for use on the 
tail fin of the aircraft. This, to me, is a sensible 
compromise between heraldry and commerce. The arms of 
BEA. and BOAC. hardly lent themselves to a corporate image 
or logo, but British Airways did. 

The latest proposal would seem to 
indicate that the tail fin design 
remains as before but with the 
addition of the complete 
achievement emblazoned in the 

upper part, or chief, of the 
tail fin. 

Fig. 4 
Arms of British Airways 

f ig . 5 
Proposed new l i v e r y for 
B.A. a i rcraf t . 

ENT. 10/84. 
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BADGE OF THE HERALDRY SOCIETY 

" A lion's face crowned with an ancient crown Or within an annulet 
flory on the outer edge of the same " 

Granted by the College of Arms, 10th August, 1957. 

The badge contains the crowned face of a lion, an historic heraldic 
charge with a hint of royal connections. The annulet is decorated 
with another distinguished and beautiful charge - the fleur-de-lys. 
The continuous line of the annulet, and the tressure on the 
Society's shield, is said to be symbolic of the unity of the Society. 
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G E O M E T R Y O F T H E S H I E L D 
Some find it difficult to obtain a satisfactory shape when drawing shields. 
Below, culled from the textbooks, are n ine geometrical methods of constructing a 
heater t ype shield. I have kept the width a - b the same in each example, so that 
the resulting proportions can be compared. The simplest by far to draw is No.1 
and, in my opinion, is the most pleasing. 

Method:- Draw line a-b. Drop lines a-c and b—d at right angles to this line 
and measuring of a-b. Using point c. as the centre, strike an arc 
from d. and reverse the process with d. as centre. The arcs should 
meet on the centre line at the base of the shield. 

Example No, 3, strangely enough, produces almost exactly the same shape as No.1. 

I will not describe the other methods in detail, but as can be seen, they are more 
complicated to draw, and would be best avoided. Many drawings are marred by an 
unsightly join between the curved and straight lines. This can be avoided if the 
curved lines are drawn first, then the straight lines joined up. 

-15 -

'Practice makes perfect' But as in most things 


