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A 'lessage to all our llembers and Friends

It is gratifying to note the enthusiasm with which our
members have joined in the many activities in which our Society
has been engaged in past months. We have brourht ourselves to
the public notice with several exhibitions in local libraries,
and had the pleasure of joining other haraliry socicties in
several ways. Many of us were able to vitit 3ath's excellent
exhibition, and some have attended meetings oi the Cuiltorn
Society and visited Oxburch Hall with them. We have .lso made
contact with the Suffolk Society throuch Mrs Greenoak and look
forward to further interfhanges rith all these rroups, 'ith
the permission of the Bedford Estates we are being allowed to
research the heraldry at the Bedford Chapel at Chenies, and thanks
must be expressed in particuler to .epiy Foster and Kay ilolmes,
who have done considerable background work to make this possible,

With greetings from
MARGARET YOUWG-

Chairnman

S e

:iFrom our Zditor

Another year had gone by in which our Society has been
intensely involved in the field of the expanse of heraldry, and
through our activities it has become necessary to print yet
another edition of the Seaxe for our Society. Unfortunately,
through difficulties of the printing proCess we were unable to
issue it earlier in the year, but as these have been overcome we
can get on with the Jjob. As you know, from our visits care-
fully arranged by Mrs Peggy Foster, we have covered some import-
anf ground in which we can carry out our studies. or better, our
science, in various directions. Our main achievement, in the
face of many hazards, was the Bedford Chapel project. I think
that as a Society we should go forward in this direction and gain
for ourselves recognition for the work we put in.
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Of our other visits, to Hatfield, Lambeth Palace, the Genealogical
Society, have all been notable places of interest and of course not
forgetting the City of London Rally which had us all running around
the capital lookimg for the cdd dragon or the City arms. In June
Bill Burgess supplied us with a heraldry quiz which divided the
Society up into the houses of York and Lancaster, needless to say
that York won again. Before I close I must not forget all the hard
work out in by Mrs Angela Dickson in getting our various activities
under way, such as the Library exhibitions at Uxbrid:e and Hayes
which without her help would not have been possible,

ROBIN CLAYTON

Committee 1980 -~ 1981:

Due to the fact that no other nominations were received, the
Committee for next year is the_same as for last year, ie:

Chairman Mrs M. Young
Vice~Chairmar - Mr. K. Holmes
~Treasurer Mr. ¥. Bell
Seéreﬁary-; | Mrs_Ag Dickson_
FJCommittéeg L .  : Mrs P. Fdster
Members Mr B. Burgess

MITDLESEX HERALDRY SOCL.TY

A

Meetings:~ 1980/81 Bvery third Thursday,
RUISLIP MANOR IIBRARY 8pm - 10pm.

January 15 Bedford Chap:l at Chenies evening

February 19 Railway Heraldry, ir. G. Blachford

March 19 Heraldic Art, Mr. N. Mainwaring

April 9 St. George'~ ™apel, Windsor and the Order of the
(2nd Thur.) Garter, Mr. P. Begent

May 21 The Order of St. John of Jerusdlem, MHr. J. 7ebb
June - 18 "Let's All Go Down the Btrand”, iirs. H. Owen .
Jﬁiy ’ 16 Heraldic Bncaus*ic Tilew, Mr.'ﬁ, méSSer |

August 20 An Heraldic Déebate

September 17 Annual General Meeting.

October f5t Tb be announced. R

November 19 - London Heraldry, Mr. J. Jellsman -
Décembef. 17 Christmas Festivities |

/Visits
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VISITS 1980/81 ‘ "

April . - 25 Mlddlesex Churches . Crns
':vaay a4 30 Ashridge House with Little Gaddesden & Aldbury Churches
Juiy - 25 Croydon 014 Palace

Septemver 26 Gloucester (coach trip)
Ngvember 25 Heraldic Glass at the law 8001ety and some Inns
(Wed.) Lo . uf Court ' v S

[T i s
Cridcda o

A V151t to St Albans :

IaTa i

) . Fo&low1ng a most 1nterest1nv and 1nstruct1ve sllde s
- Yecture given by Fay Robson on the Cathedral &nd Abbey Church of _
St. Albans, the Middlesex Heraldry Soci- ty met on a sunny after« ;
noon at the West Door'of the Abbey Church :

Vo

i “5'We met our gulde Mr. Brooks, Who gave us a: brief history
of. the Cathedral and then took us along the longest nave in the:
world 1ook1ng at ‘a feast of architecture at every step.

We were treated to a wildlife safari, and becamg involved
in a gymnastic display. We were told how to aopreciate ‘the many
and varied arches and pillars, the changes of design with the march
of history, to examine closely the beautlfully sculptured flora and
fauna, the cuddly rams on the ‘Abbot John Ramrydge's tomb, a delicate
frieze hiding some snails, a delightful cat carrying her kitten and
nearby liaons, unicorns, ‘a cow belng mllked by an old fashioned milk-
;mald and many other spe01es. . -

Mr. Brooks shared w1th us many secrets of the Abbey, but
all too soon time had caught up with us and we all accepted wvery. -
gratefully an 1nv1tatlon from Fay to visit her house nearby for tea.

W - You may have noticed that I have not yet mentloned o
Heraldry.\ -5.00pm we returned to the Abbey Church’ for a gulded
tour of the Heraldry by Fay. “Heraldry abounds everywhere and:-with
such a knowledgeable guide we were able to appreciate it to. the full,
A detailed inspection of the roof was mode euasier by permitting us
to lie down in the choir stalls, binoculars =zt the ready, thus
lessening the llklehood of hav1ng to v1s1t an osteooath early the
following week R TR N e 00l
R We were prrv11edged to entcr the tomb of Abbot Ramrydge
and inspect more olosely the vcry flne carv1n~,1n31de.; n&arrhazyg

et The wandering brass rubblnp enthus1asts were hastlly
gathered up and shepherded by Mr. Brooks to the church to .admire the
stained glass heraldry in the windows. We flnally arrlved at the -
West Door to study the Grlmthorpe w1ndow looklng at)the wealth of
Heraldry there. . _;1g» B TN LEes 2

- At 7.00 pm we had to leave this fasc1nating bullding, say
"Goodbye" to each other and go on our separate ways.

"/The

't. o
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The thing which remained in my mind most forcibly was that
throughnut the afternoon and cverning we had been looked after by twe
peoplc who really love that venerable 0ld building. Thank you both

very much, MARGARET ZIGADAS
Heraidomaniq;

Up the airy motorways & climb on a kward 1ednes,

s Doy HeiTingk nte e, e il svss T C”'%e”braw QW\% S and. Jmeam:, .
We all go a—huhﬁihg*>ff@93 TUD 110 08 dyifesi sh(h s in triumph
&gpeearch of coats of arms, ,_when -2 hidden shield he sees.
Sable arms and azure arms, We peer above with glasses,
Gules and or trgether, .+ ot To -get a better view,
“ Simple arms and grand arms, Then write it all in notebooks,
with crest of peacock'’s feather, «In trick and colour too. :
In forgotten church, .. 30 up the airy motorways,
Or cathedral in the town ’ ‘and down across the farms,
We swarm about like locusts, . We'll always gc a-hunting
and gulp the knowledge dcwn. ~ in search of coats of arms.

MARGARET YOUNG (with apologies tc William Allinghams's Little Men),

.

Society of Genealoggst sd isit

We were greatly pr1v11 dged on Saturday February 23rd
1980, to visit the Scciety of:Genealrgists' headquarters at”
Hairington Gardens, Kens1ngfen © This quite remarkable bulldlng,
extravaganflv'V1c+alJan is filled from basement tc attic with what
must be the world's largest colleckhinon .~ genealogical documentatlnn
the envy of mﬂst cther countries nrt s0 well endowed Lt

It is a strange fact that anybody buying a drg, or farmer
his stock, would go to .great trouble to establish the breed stock
from Whlch his purchase evolved but we, in contrast, take Very
little interest in these mitters, there being no Cruft's to monltor‘
cur breeding, -4t mate and procreate .with a basic emotional™

Epotivation. I am ‘nat suggestlng certificates of fitn=sg such a8 s

" are issued in‘séme parts of the world, but would advocate a wideyp' S
intérest in our wrigins, and where better tﬂ start than at the‘ T
8001ety T Genealoglsts., .

To return to. our. visit, . /e assembled in the Hlountbatten
Reom which is & memuers' recrcation area, where coffee is “gvailable,
perledlcals are dlsplayed ‘and which houses part of the microfiche
equipment.-  Here we were met by Mr. Lawson-idwards, who took
infinite trouble in cnnductlng us over most cf the building,
explaining the grouping, cataloguing and use of the mass 1nformatlon;
stored here.  There is far too much to detail here, but it 'is =~ =7
ressible for ncn-members tc visit the library to search for a very
mrdest fee, and which I did a few days later. - ‘Te are most indebted’”
to Mrs Foster for arranging this fascinating visit and I urge all ’;
fellew members wh~ were not able to be with us, to get their names ~

down on the next list as soon as pcssible. ARTHUR HDVARDS
. EREIR SIS " P

Making up arms..cc.;....c;..w,“ Arms and Armeur Collections:

Artillery Museum, Weolwich Common, S.E,18: Well worth a visit ts

see the evcellzrt and little. known collection c¢f''guns and muskets, .
housed in a building designed by Nash. The Rotunda was an- archit-.
ectural "tent", once erected in St. James' Park (1814). Free trip _
on ferry acrons Thames. Open Sat. 10 - 12 & 2 - 5, Free,L, /5 .
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A Bouquet of Heraldgx o

I suppose that if there were any larks daft enough to rise
at 6.30 on a cold, damp, dark, late November morning, you 'd say that
I "rose with the 1ark" I had need to get up at that ungodly hour
in order to catch the 8.15 am train to Cardiff from Paddington. I'd
got a day return and intended to "do" Castell Coch ‘and Cardiff Castle,
recommended to me as being gold mines of heraldry by Keith Lovell,
my erudite and enthusiastic "heraldry Sir". :

A bus was waiting outside Cardiff station to take me to

' Castell Coch, A ride of about twenty minutes took me to a Welsh
village sporting a forgettable name, where, on alighting, I beheld
the turrets of the Red Castle overlooking the village. After a
short walk in nice Welsh drizzle I came to the gates of thecastle and
. proceeded to puff my way through superb beeches to the drawbridge of
the castle. It looked just like something out of "Snow White", with
its turreted tower and roofs at odd levels and angles. In51de the
door I looked around - a castle in miniature,- a' circular courtyard
with a stairway leading up to a covered walkway all round, covered
with wood painted a dull dark red, as was the timber Bretache over
the portcullis. There has been no guide book for the past two years,
It ‘has had to be re-written owing to certain discrepancies, but I was
directed to a most informative exhibition, lots of photo's texts and
drawings, illustrating the history of the castle, and most of all,
the reconstruction of it by the third Marquis of Bute and his friend
and architect, William Burgess. The aforesaid Marquis was not only
a convert to Roman Catholicism, a scholar and a mystic, but was also
rather keen on heraldry. Mind you, with his pedigree and his wife
Gwendwline Fitz-Alan Howard's, there's a splendid name for you, he
had quite a lot to be keen about. Burges incorporated shields wher-
ever there was a space, that is, when he wasn't filling it with flow-
ers, birds; butterflies and the like. The shields were. carved on
furniture, in stainedglass. windows, on the ceilings, on exquisite
Jewellery, glass and chinaware. The Banqueting Hall has lovely

" lovely winduws with a shield in each, uncluttered ancient shields

with, at the most, four quarters. One I particulcrly liked was
gules three clarions or, The drawing room is a riot of "things".
There's not a bare space. The murals, in superb soft colours depict
Aesop's Fables and I just adored a very sly looking stork standing
by his pitcher and leering at a most discomfited :looking fox. Round
the two doorways were carved trees with birds and butterflies leaping
about and small creatures nestling in the roots. There are well
cver a hundred panels of the most-beéautifully painted flowers. The
tiles backing the fireplace depict the Zodiac signs. In this room
are family portraits, each with the sitter's coat of arms in the top
right hand corner. Alas, they were too dim and far away for me to
see clearly. :

It was in a state of total euphorla ‘that I left that utterly
delightful place. It is under the care of the Ministry of Works and
costs a miserable 20p to see all that riotous beauty. 'The lady in
charge, who obviously adores the castle, says that the present Marquis,
grandson of the third, and living up in,Scotlana, often visits them
and is a "lovely man', S

Back to Cardlff and its Castle. The 2pm tour was fully
booked so I utilised my hour's-wait by v1siting‘the_nearby church of
St. John, hoping to find more heraldry. My hopes were realised when
I saw the Marquis of Bute's Chapel. Unfortunately it was locked so
I couldn't make a study of the fine looking tomb. Also, no lights
4n and 1t was somewhat gloomy, but, I got my joy from the stalned
glass window which proclaimed the paternal arms. It read Yike a roll
~call: Argent a maunch sable, Sable, two barrulets gules, in chief

three tortecaux; Per pale Or and Sable, a saltire engrailed counter-
changed, and many more. /One
s
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One, Wthh I conldn't prgptuwbloron woe Anmantestisconmy "= v gy e d
T L transept q;splayed a memorial tablet to the Duke of Kent,
w1ﬁh fhe cross of the Knights Templars evorywhere I would have
-stayed longer but time was pressing, and. a little old lady had
attached herself to me imploring me to pray for her and Mr. John. So,

“ back to the castle where I paid my 90p - and waited with the others for

the guide. I really ought to have been preparcd for the castle
because I knew that it too had been restores by our friends the 3rd
Marquis and Just William, but I wasn't prepared enough! The first
small room, small areaw1se as the yanks would say, was entered over
tiles depicting dogs. = Being quite soppy over our canine brothers

I notice that sort of thing. Then the room, ah, the room. Stalned
glass windows of the Northern Gods, Wotan, Thor, Freia, ete. .
magnificent firéplace carved with figures in medieval dress d01ng
what Burges thought medieval toffs did during the winter, the Bute
coat of arms everywhere, even marching up the ribs of' the groined
ceiling, alternating chequy a fess argent and azure with the Scottish
keyal Arms, the celllng itself painted with eight Zodiac signs -
mine wasn't there! There followed room aftcr room. which left me
gasping. At first I was feverishly trying to jot down. all the
shields, but gradually a sort of paralysis, heraldic indigestion,
overtook me - there was so much! - It madé me Ffeel slightly hyster-
ical. There was another lady armed with notebook and pencil wearing
the same glazed expression as I felt I too must‘be'wearing It was
an ego boost to see shields that I could put 'a name to: Clare,

. Mortimer, Herbert and it afforded excellent blazon practlce. In the
library I was 1ntcrcstcd to see holf a 'dozen or so attributed arms:
St. Luc1us, Arthur, Ambrosius Aurelius, and others. .The tour took
an hour, nowhere near enough,to appre01ate just tle heraldry, let
alone all the other wonders and glorles to be seen, :

I staggerediout to wend my way stationwards, Leaving

_ Cardiff station at L.45 pm I was indoors at 7.25 pm., That involved
changing at Paddington and Queens Park, and a slow train from thence
to Watford. The iday return, Watford to Cardiff was £13, I didn't
pay the "exhorbitant" 20p for Castell Coch as I have a season' ticket,
90p for Cardiff Castle, the best £13.90p that I have spent for many
a long day. : v BRENDA BAMFORD

Snippets from the Press, contrlbutcd by Mqrgaret Zigadas:

Lawrence Link: - The town Council of Eastwood, Notts., Where D H.

- Lawrence. was born has won approval from the Heraldlc College &f Arms
for the addition of a phoenix to its coat of arms, depicting its =
assoc1at10n with the author. ‘ '

Famlly Reunion: - The hamlet of Loxton, near Weston—super—Mare2 is
expecting an invasion next month of people 211 with the name Loxton.
They will come from all over the world and attend a special chureh
service and lunch, A commemorative mug becrlng thc family c0ﬂt of
arms will be provided.

' A V1s1t t0 Harefleld Church

. At 10 o'clock on 27th October, 1979, a brlght sunny Sat—
urday morning, a party of us met at Harefield Church. We were to be
conducted on another of our tours by Kay, who always seems to have
done an incredible amount of homework on .the churches he takes us to,
This was to prove no exception. A number of us had been before. buti
as there is such a wealth of heraldry. there I am sure you can find
something- new to:intcrest you no matter how:often you go., At first.e
we looked: around the . ohurchyard ‘primarily -to give the cleaners time':
to fitiish, but as the. church is in such a lovely settlng it was well o
werth the walk : .o ‘ ) : i

/Insfde
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Inside the church had been beautifully decorated with flowers for
the wedding to be held in the afternoon, and having duly admired
these, we then turned to the heraldry on the tmemorials, brasses,
hatchments and windows., One query was found on Bishop FPritchets
memorial, What was thought to be a frct turned out to bea fer-de-

moline. Having spent a fraltful two hours we concluded y&t another i
pleasant visit., _ » . RON BROWN

The Lambeth Palace Report'Of the afternoon of the 29th N0vember, 1979;

On a very mild November afternoon we made our way across
London to visit the anc1ent Archbishor's Palace of Lambeth. Upon
entering the Lollards' Towers we made our way -<into the courtyard wheré
stood a fig tree, said to be grown by Archbishop Reginald Pole 1554-8,
We were shown around the various rooms, the library, etc., and shown
portraits of many previous Archbishops, some famous, some infamous.
In the library we were shown a pair of gloves given by King Charles I
to Bishop Juxson con the scaffold in Whitehall. For his compassion,
Juxson was later rewarded by King Charles II with the Archbishopric.

William Laud in the seventeenth century was mostly respons-
ible for the beautiful stained glass in the chapel and the carved oak
gscreen nearby. There were two copes on display, the Fisher 4nd
Davidson, both named after the prelates who were presented with them,
The other striking building that came to mind was the hammer beamed
roof of the great hall with its mcst magnificent corvings. Out of
the whole visit I only regret that we were not permitted tc visit
the Lollards' Towers, with their grim prisons as a stern reminder of
the days of John Wycliff ~f the late 14th and early 15th century era,

From Lambeth Palace we went along to thc necarby church of. -
St Mary at Lambeth where we had tea and biscuits, On wandering .
round the place we were astonished to find the tomb of Elias Ashmole,..
the antiquarian and historian, and his wife Elizabeth, daughter of
William Dugdale, Garter King at Arms. Then, having thus concluded
the visit we all made our separate departurcs. Me personally to the .
onslaught of the homeward bound traffic jams. RUBIN CLAYTON

I -t ts BE-Te to yc shire of Buckingham

'twas at eleven of ye clock on Saturday May ye four and
twentyeth that eight and ten members of ye¢ honoured Socicty didst
come tugether at ye ancient church of S5t. Mary, Langley by Slough.
Despite ye glum faces of Master Ron Brown and Mistress Brown, who
didst bemoan the passing of ye clutch on their horseless carriage,
we were soon ta'en in hand by ye matronly curator of ye John Keder-
-mister Library, Mistress Muriel Kemp, who didst treat us to ye delight
of ye aforesaid library. This dates from sixteen hundre.. three and
twenty and containeth many books of ancient lineage, verily indeed
gome doth date prior to ye introduction of ye printing press by
Master William Caxton. Ye church of St. Mary is ye veritable treasure
trove for heraldists, containing many hatchments and other memorials
advrned with armorial bearings.’ Whilst ye ornate pew of ye Keder-
mister family is a veritable blaze of coafs of arms and proved of
great interest. :

Ye members didst overstay their allutted time at St, dary's-
thus whilst some did mount their horseless carriages and head for ye. .
next church at Stoke Poges, others didst think 'twas time to partake
vf refreshment and didst repair to ye handsome public house opposite
for glassesof ye landlord's foaming bcverage to wash down ye pasties
and ye ploughman's lunches,
/4nd so
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And so to Stoke Poges; verily this is a fine building
dedicated to St. Giles and standing in a well manicured churchyard.
A churchyard of famous connectimns, for didst not Master Thomas Gray
ye poet of famous memory write his elegie under a yew tree there?
Inside ye church one is immediately transfixed at ye wealth of hatch-
ments adorning ye walls, c¢ne and twenty all told. Ye writer, a man
of littlie knowledge didst obtain ye kindly services of our youngest
member Master Tim Noad,. who from his notes and magical drawings didst
give chapter and verse on ye i1dentity of ye various hatchments.
Members were especially interested in the Hastings Chapel and, obvious
~ly not satisfied by ye beautiful brasses of the De Molyns famlly
near ye altar rails, didst manage to uplift ye carpet in a diligent
search for further brasses, much +0 ye chagrin. of ye un01ent boock-
stall seller. : :

Now didst nightmare journey begin as yc next place to be

-~ visited, ye church of St. Mary Ye Virgin.at Hedgerley wouldst appear
o to have been razed te ye ground, However, after much-travel via
- Egypt (se sayeth ye signpost), and frequent advice from ye local

peasantry, it was located :off ye beaten track. WNot a lot to interest
ye members albeit wi ye strong arm of Master Ron Brown (doubtlessly
much recovered from ye,loss of ye clutch) who didst remove church

pew and uyncover ye Fulmer famlly brasses, it proved not to be ye
complete wasted journey. .

Having seen ye Fulmer brasses. we didst repair to ye
v111age ef Fulmer and ye parish church of St. James. A pretty villacy

* wi' ye church lying next to ye public house called Ye Black Horse, in

whose grounds Master Robin Clayton didst park h'l s -carriage causing
much concern to ye landlorl, who asked if Robin bc going to ye
wedding. Methinks this being an odd rzquest as 2b-iousl s .ohin not
so. dressed. Peraiaps ye lanclord bliri or liviu,, r© Aoe,.*? ye

cor.c/ivial wedding company thet evenin~>. Ye church didst < »>atain a

;- large intercsting monument to Sir Mar' ~duke Dayr.ll and his wife
~circa sixteen hundred one ard thirty. However, ye photog iphic

entusiasts disappointed as Vicar obviously of Scottish deci:ent and
would appear to have ta'en ye switches for ye chirch lites home with
him. So,.ye meuwbers unablc 1o turn on ye said Llites. Y~ windows
contained several coats of arms of local familiesz., I noticcd a rare
example of Jacobean f¥nt circa sixteen hundred ani ten, on’y one otherx
similar example be known is in St. George's Chapel, Windso:x,

Finally to ye church of St. Mary at Derham, ye group still
tuogethcr and obviously thirsting for more knowledge. . Consternation!
ye door locked! Mlstress Peggw Foster didst tripst to ye village
and ‘fiind custodlan wi' ye key and so we didst enter a pretty church,

. quite large wi' many monuments to ye¢ minor nobility. Observed
'rseveral flne brasses in particular to ye¢ Peckham family,

So at 1ast to ye simple abode after day of immense interest.
Congratulatlons to ‘Mistress Peggy Foster for arranging ye marvellous
outing and surpr1s1ngly all placcs within hclf of ye hoyr from home.

8o endeth ye.account........ iemo o ... . T DOUGLAS DICKSON

e i

RICHARD III SOCT TY

Sooner or 1ater, study of heraldry and intcerest in the
Middle Ages brings us face,to face with the questlon of King Richard
III. Brought'up as we have been on Shakespeare's conception of a
villian, and on "received" tradition of a deformed, brutal and
tyrannical usurper, it is not easy to acccpt that qll these ideas

-are subaect to question.

v o : ’ . ' /The
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The Richard III Society aims to re-open the question, and
to discover the truth, confident that the truth will vindicate the
reputation of the klng.

In fact, most authorities nowadays state that 1t 1s
impossible to prove that Richard killed his nephews, the Princes
in the Tower; or the Lancastrian King Henry VI and his son, Edward
Prince of Wales or George Duke of Clarcnce, Rlchard S brother.

For generations the fact that Shakespeare wrote a good
tale, has obscured the fact that the tnle was based on the Tudor
version for a Tudor court. Churchill's romantic viewwas that it was
too good a story to discount. Y&t doubts have bcen-voiced - and
published - in every century since the death of the last Tudor, by
Sir George Buck in the 1600's, Horace Walpole in the 1700's, Sir
Clement Markham in the 1800's, Prnfessor Paul Murray Kendall and
-uthers in the 1900's.

Let us briefly look at the case again., First the charact-

er of the accused king. His motto "Loyaultie me lie¢" means
'"Loyalty binds me™, Duiing the lifetime of his brother, Edward IV,
Richard's absolute dependability was unquestioned, He forguve hls
- brother, faithless George of Clarence, his treachery both to himself
and to his wife, Anne. In the area Where he was best known, the
North, he was respedted and honoured in 1life, and significantly,
after death, when such an oplnlon was unllkely to earn thb good will
of Henry Tudor now Henry VII, Vil

Crime usually has a motive. It is usually said that
Richard murdered his nephews for fear thcy or .others in their name
should try to overthrow him, But once the boys had been declared
illegitimate, and therefore unable to succeed to thc throne, they
were no longer a threat tu Richard, though they could have bcen tn
other claimants to the thronec WhOSc protcn31ons were even weaker
than theirs. °

There must be opportunlty for the commission of a crime.
No doubt Richard had opprtunities to have the Princes murdercd, but
so had others., One pnssible alternative is Henry Stafford, Duke
of Buckingham, Richard's mercurial cousin, at-one moment hiS'chief
supporter, the next an unsuccessful rebel. One thing 1s certain;
if the Princes were alive when Henry Tudor seized powcr, their lives
were forfeit. Henry married their sister, Elizabeth of York. If
she was now illegitimate, so would her brothers have becen., - Henry
Tudor's own claim to the crown was not only vci ~-mnte, but also
specifically excluded - because of illegitimacy.

Now what real evidence 1s thare? True there were rumours
before Richard's death of the disappecarance of. the Princes. Yet
when Henry made himself King, heaping every vileness and insult on
the body and the memory of the late crowncd and annointed monarch,
there was no mention of the fate of the boys. Henry, who missed
no opportunity to weaken and humiliate his former vpponents, dated
‘his reign from the day before the Battle of Bosworth so that all
. who fought against him could be technically termed traiturs.

Equally cynically, he and his son Henry VIII, systematically rut
to death almost all who had the blood wf the Plantagenet line,

Accusatimud against Richard did not begin until twenty
‘years later, when Sir Jamnes Tyrell is said to have confessed to the
murders when he himself was ..o»isoned for treason.  The source »f
thls story is 8ir Thomas More, Mewrr tyr ond Saln't ~but once a page in
the house +f Cardinal Morton, Richard's uviu+- noqt and clevcrest
enemy. The boy would have been unlikely to gueStvivsn Liw mant=n,
Cardinal, Archbishop and Chancellur,

/What
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What then are we left with? Therc is probably insuffic-
ient evidence even to bring a case against Richard. An impartial
jury would find him "Not guilty", or at the very least bring in an
open verdict bceccause of insufficient evidence, It would not be the
task o6f such a jury to name alternative suspects, but the suspicious
behaviour of Henry of Buckingham and Henry Tudor puts cach of them
high on *the 1list for 'further enquiries.: KAY HOLMES

1A contrlbutlon for Mr John Dent, of Norwich:

de Mandcv1lle and Mlddlesex

Cooe T MlddleSex was one of the very few English counties that by
*Stephen 8 reign was not an earldom,  If William the Congueror or

his sonis had not already created them for the protection of the king-

dom from the neighbouring Celts, earldoms werc created by either

Stephen or the Empress ( and sometimes by both) to help administer

the country during the troubled times of the anarchy. Middlesex,

it is thought, was not made into an earldom because it was in fact

controlled from the Tower of London and an earl was not-therefore

necessary. ) ' :

‘William de Mandeville, one of Williams' supporters, was
-made Constable of the Tower and also both Jucticiar and Sheriff of

" London and Middlesex. His son Geoffrey later claimed and received

*Q:unshrlven.

these offices from Stephen and it is with Gcoffrey that we are now
mainly concerned.

" Geoffrey de Mandeville was a rather'unpleasant'character

" who did quite well out of the civil war and anarchy, playing one side
against the other, and for a while became one of the most powerful
men in the country. He was crecated Earl of Essex in 1139 or 1140
wand also became Sheriff and Justiciar of Essex and Sheriff: of Hert-
ford. After Stephen's defeat at the battle of Linccln in 1141 he
changed sides and was confirmed as Earl of Essex by Matilda., There-
after he seems to have changed sides agaip (possibly more than once)
cand in 1144 he was ravaging the fen country in partnership with Hugh
Bigod, Earl of Norfolk, when he was eventually kliled in revolt and

Unpleasant though he may have bceen, he was heraldically
most important for he adopted what must have been onc of the

‘' earliest English coats of arms; although therc is no absolute proof

~it is virtually certain that he bore: guarterly Or andgules.
Furthermore, this coat gave risc to many rclated coats forming one
of the three major groups of cognate arms, the othcr two being
-Warenne .and Clare. -

" The gencalogy is quite complicated and too complex to deal
" with in detail in'a short paper such as this.. Basically,® however,
Geoffrey de Mandeville marricd Rohese, daughtcr of Aubrey de Vere,
the Great Chamberlain. Geoffrey adopted a cost: Quarterly, Or and
gules and, as & result of the marriage, Rohese's brothcr Aubrey de
Vere, who became the first Earl of Oxford probably adopted:
Quarterly, gules and or (the Mandeville tlnctures reversed) and his
eldest son, the second Earl, used the same. He, however, had no
issue and his brother Robért became the 5rd_earl. Robert had
differenced his father's arms by adding a mullet argent to the first
quarter and these became the arms of De Vere for hundreds of years.

Rohese's sister Alice married twice and gave rise to the
families of Lacy, earls of Lincoln %nd Clavering, both of whom
adopted:” Quarterly, or and gules, a bend sable.

/Later
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Later on, Henry the third Lacy earl changed his arms to: Or, a lion
purpure, although the reason for this is not apparent. From the
Clavering line probably sprang the Sackvilles who bore: Quarterly,
Or and gules, a bend vair. This brings in another connection with
Middlesex, for in 1675 Charles Scakville was created Earl of Middle-
sex and the Sackvilles continued as Earls of Middlésex (as well as
Dukes and Barls of Dorset) until the nincteenth century.

Rohese herself married again after Geoffrey's death in
114l ; this time to Payne de Beauchamp, so stariing the line of
Beauchamp of Bedford who bore: Quarterly Or and gules, a bend gules.
This coat evolved in many ways, eventually becoming the well known
arms of the earls of Warwick: Gules, a fess between six cross-
crosslets Or.

Reverting to the de Mandevilles, Geoffrey's sister
Beatrice married William de Say, thus giving rise to the de Says
who seem to have used the Mandeville arms unchanged: &Quarterly Or
and gules, and the FitzPiers, some of whom also uscd Mandeville
unchanged ( and indced used the namec de Mandeville) and some of
whom differenced with a hordure vair., :

The accompanying diagram attompts to show this genealogy
in a very simplified form; it can, however, be seen quite clearly
. that all these arms .are almost certainly related. There can be no

absolute prodf of what rcally took placc in these early days but
circumstantial evidance and recasonablce assumption 'strongly suggest
that something like this did happen, certainly in general principle
even though details may have to be chingcd 1f .and when: further
evidence comes ‘to light.
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- IN SEARCH OF HERALDRY 5. HERTFORD%H‘IT%E .
,St. Albans%“*% needs no further comment after cur VlSlt thvrc last

';year under Mrs. Fay Robson's expert guidancc.

- Wheathampstead®# has numerous monumcnts chiefly to the Heyworth and
Garrard families. The two transepts have almost the character of
family chapels, and the chancel also has monuments (Open).

Ridge®* is a tiny church (in Middlesex but near the Herts. border)
has one notable tomb and other’ hbraldlc monumcnts (Usually locked,
Vicarage nearby).

Hertingfordbury+* has a good brass, two stone monuments to Calvert
and Harrington, wall tablets, and a side chapel of the Cowpers
(Probably ususlly locked).

/Broxbourne
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Broxbourne*#* (church near the-'sta tlehjths a: femarkable brass with
colour on an altar tomb, of Say, 0ld glass of thc same family, and
several other hcraldic tombs and windows. The guide book mentions
hatchments but these were not in evidence (Opecn). _ .

Hunsdon*** (church well out of the village) has two very. old

heraldic ‘tombs in the chancel, to Pointz and Forster. There is a

private chapel of the Careys, Lords Hunsdon, which though locked,

is largely wvisible from the nave, and has numerous spectacular

?onuments - the screen has the Carey arms and four splendid crests.
Open

,Sawbrldgeworth*** has very interesting monuments in the chancel,’
nave, Lady chapel and west end choir. There are several brasscs

in excellent condition, and hatchmcnts. The main families are .-
Levernthorp and Joscelyn (Church may be locked), e

Furneau Pelham**" has much to offer, an altar tomb, a brass shield
in remarkable condition, and several resplendent wooden angels in”
the roof holding the arms of local families. There is a useful
chart identifying most of the arms (Open).

Bennington®* has twe effigies on altar tombs with shields, some old
glass, a number of unusually finc and interesting 1edger stones
with arms, and one has a pedigree of ‘the Caesar family. In the
ce111ng are wooden arms of local famllles (Key aVallabLe 4 church
is locked).

Three other churches Which“look~promising from & heraldié p01nt of
view are Essendon, Aspenden and Watton at Stone, but all were
locked and keys did not appear to be easily accessible.

It is perhaps only fair to warn readers that churches kept open
at the time of the visit - 18 months ago - may now be locked.
Nevertheless there are still more churches kept open than kept
locked, and keys are available with a little pers1sten0e at most
of those that are locked.

IN SEARCH OF HERALDRY 6, EAST ' ANGLIA

Members may be aware that the Suffolk Heraldry Society is
producing a comprehensive guide to the Hcraldry of Sussex churches,
These are available in many of thc churches so far covered. The
following brief notes may, however, whct readers' appetites to visit
the churches and find both the heraldry and the guide books.

Wingfield** has monuments of the Wingfiecld and de la Pole families.
Although there is little colour, the arms and badges carved in stone
are superb. (Church open).

Framlingham*#% has a pcaceful church in a small town. There are
several splendid tombs of the Howards, as thc town belonged to the
earlier Earls and Dukes of Norfolk, As well as carved stone there
is much colour, the tomb of the poet Earl of Surrey having bcen
recently restored in full colour. (church open).

Butley Priory®* although not open to the public, can be seen through
binoculars. Only the gateway survives of the Priory, but it is a

mass of about thirty coats~of-arms in stone, including many of the- . .
best known medieval shields. '

Layer Marney** has tombs well worth secing and the heraldry and
history are helpfully described in charts. (Church open).

Stoke'by Nayland®** has two fine hcraldic tombs, onc well restored,
and the other rctaining enough colour to make 1dent1flcat10n falrly
easy. There is also a good brass. (Church opcn) S

/Long Melford
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el T T Lok llm:-ﬂ““ was ths subject of the firet cf the Buffolk Hoclisty!
i 1 bookletn, -n B magificant display of hepeldry, wainly of
- ﬂ!ﬂb’hﬁ: and their canneotions. The Roysl Arops irs pertice .-

¥ thnm: are pobunonisx, tableis, supsrb bransem, nine

i t;tnh—gh {ﬁm-p. %t the tims of ths visit but sysilsbls tp wisw on
I sngd Fiftasn hareldic windows which &lono are workh o visit
= m‘h lﬁ! sosprahangive guides to horaldry and h:l.ﬂur:r '
o mrpllish

Cantls W hag one very wmsual tomb of De Yare (Open).

N Pinolingtiald*® one of tho prettiest villages in England mﬂ'_nl
- zablebn, hatghmemiw, & brass end = tosh, [ open), i

Thaxted® 1 ike u:-rL" 6ld ahuprhes has woms hersldey, but &t ths tixs
2 of ‘the wvialt wss not peen ko hosdt sdvontoge e Eejor restoration wus
k.

in progress (Cpen).

_ Thegdon Garmonsd has asversl sxamplee of spet fores of horeldig
l display, 8 or more nonomsnta, 5 hetohpants, leédger atonss snd brasses,
5 oome Dodens glagh mnd a Poyel srme. AE laeat 17 famllfes can Ba

¥ fdentiTied in situ (Koy availasbls st houss nearby),

~Lattan®? [yury d1fficult to Tind az 4% ip virtnolly -mu? Harlow
Few Town) Kes o serids of momummitis of the Althes Cemily

= Beiph
14 Hamtrey of Faizlip morried Mery Altham). Although she chureh wes
! robuilt racansily after o Tire, the monumentsa have basn falthfally
i rastored (Eay st Viespsge noxt to the omursh], EAY RULEES
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