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 Queen Charlotteôs Hatchment returns to Kew. 
           

                                                                                                                                                                                 Photo: S. Kibbey 

Peach Froggatt and the restored Queen Charlotteôs Hatchment in Kew Palace. 
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Late afternoon on Thursday 23rd July 2009 a small drinks party was held at Kew Palace in 
honour of Peach Froggatt, one of our longest serving members. As described below in Peachôs 
own words, the hatchment for Queen Charlotte, King George IIIôs wife, was rescued from a skip 
after being thrown out by the vicar of St Anneôs Church on Kew Green during renovation works. 
Today it is back in the house where 191 years ago it was hung out on the front elevation to tell 
all visitors that the house was in mourning.     
                                                                                                                                                              
ñOne pleasant summer afternoon in 1982 when we were recording the ñFuneral Hatchmentsò for 
Peter Summers ñHatchments in Britain Seriesò we arrived at Kew Church, it was our last church 
for the day. The church was open and ladies of the parish were busy polishing and arranging 
flowers, and after introducing ourselves we settled down to our task. Later the lady in charge 
said she had to keep an appointment so would we lock up and put the keys through her 
letterbox. 
 
After much checking and photographing we made a thorough search of the church as two of the 
large hatchments were missing. Not having any luck we locked the church and I left my 
husband relaxing on a seat on Kew Green while I returned the keys. Coming back the other 
side of the church I came across a skip full of rubbish, hanging over one corner was a torn piece 
of canvas. I called Joss that I had found the hatchment and set about emptying the skip. I will 
leave it to the imagination as to what else I had to handle as I began to unearth pieces of 
hatchment, (it was too dangerous for Joss to help as he had very limited eyesight). I only found 
three-quarters of the Queen Charlotte hatchment the rest must have been left on the frame. So  

 
The hatchment laid out on a piece of cloth after being rescued. 

 
now what to do with them? The church was locked so we decided to take them into our 
safekeeping. We made them into a 6ft. long roll using old clothing and electric flex from the skip. 
I cleared up putting everything back in the skip and was now in a fine mess. I managed to clean 



my hands and arms with water and some rags but the pale lemon dress I started out in never 
recovered. We set forth for the station over Kew Bridge carrying the roll between us and 
managed to get the train to Clapham Junction. The rush hour was just starting, now were we 
going to be allowed on the train? Our luck was in, the train arrived with a friendly face looking 
out of the guardsô van, it was Jack the allotment holder on the next plot to ours, we were 
welcomed aboard. 
 
After the long trek from the station home at last, we covered the back room and half the sitting 
room floors with plastic, laid the hatchments out and started work to remove the deposits of 
chemicals etc.  Jossôs help was invaluable being an industrial chemist with 50 years experience 
in the paint and pigment industry he was able to advise me on cleaning methods, identifying the 
foul deposits and what to use to remove them so as to preserve the art work that had survived 
(also to provide refreshments as I worked on through the night). 
 

 
                                         South front, Old Palace, Kew Gardens showing hatchment         ñPaul Mellon Collection, Yale". 

 
There were many more days of cleaning and drying, preparing and stretching canvas on which 
we could mount the pieces of canvas, making good tears and holes and save the art work so 
that they would be stable to store until one day I hoped they could return to Kew. 
 
Some 25 years later a programme on TV featuring Kew Palace with hatchment in place was 
seen by Dr Andrew Gray, an authority on hatchments. After a subsequent visit to the Palace he 
alerted me that they were looking for the hatchment and would like to have it back. At last the 


