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Henry, 1st Earl of Uxbridge, Lord Paget of Beaudesert 
 
The Right Honourable Henry Bayley-Paget, Earl of Uxbridge, Lord Paget of Beaudesert was 
born on June 18th 1744. He was a descendant of Sir William Paget, KG who held many high 
offices. Sir William was one of Henry VIIIôs executors and a member of the Council for Edward 
VI. As a member of the Council he supported Somerset.  Dugdale describes him as ñéa person 
naturally endowed with excellent parts, as may seem by his ascent from so low a condition to 
those high Preferments whereunto, by sundury degrees, he attained; being son to éé Paget, 
one of the Serjeants at Mace, in the City of London, who was born near Wednsbury, (sic) in 
Staffordshire, of mean Parentage, where there were some of that generation, till of late years, 
remaining:éò.  He was knighted sometime before 19 January 1543/4 and later, by writ dated 
23rd January 1552, was summoned to the House of Lords as Lord Paget of Beaudesert.  
 
 

                                                                                                                                                                                   
The Grant of Arms by King Edward VI confirming arms and crest 

                                         to William, 1
st
 Lord Paget 
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His ñmean parentageò was to cause him considerable grief later on in life when, after being 
admitted in to the Order of the Garter on 23rd May 1547 he was then, five years later degraded 
from the Order, according to the King ñfor divers his offences, and chiefly because he was no 
gentleman of blood, neither fatherôs side nor motherôs sideò. He was also deprived of his arms 
and crest, which were óAzure a Cross engrailed Or between four close Eagles Argentô; and 
crest: óOn a Wreath Argent and Gules A demi heraldic Tyger per pale Or and Sable charged 
with four Gouttes counterchanged armed and langued Gules supporting in his paws a Branch of 
Peach Tree leaved Vert fructed properô, which had been granted by Clarenceux Hawley on 1st 
June 1541. 
 

There were three requirements for admission to the Order of the Garter. Firstly, the prospective 
member must be of noble or gentle birth, secondly, he must be a knight, and thirdly be of good  
character and beyond reproach. It was also implied that he would be required to take the oath to 
maintain the statutes. The statutes of Henry VIII defined the requirements of birth. The 
candidate was expected to be descended from three generations of óNoblesse that is to say of 
Name and Arms both of his fatherôs side and also of his motherôs sideô.  The requirement that 
the candidate was to be of noble birth was generally adhered to but there were exceptions as in 
the case of Thomas Cromwell. He was a son of a cloth worker in Putney and there is no record 
of action against him on the matter of his low birth prior to his execution. Clearly Sir Williamôs 
degradation was politically motivated; the strict 
interpretation of the Orderôs statutes were used 
to humiliate and ruin him. A year later in 1553 
by Letters Patent from the King, Edward VI, 
arms, associated with the family previously 
granted without authority by an unnamed King 
of Arms were confirmed.  Later that year Queen 
Mary reinstated him in to the Order of the Garter 
when she publicly declared that ñhe had highly 
deserved of the Nation by his Prudence and 
Counselò.  
 
 Sir William died at West Drayton in Middlesex 
in 1563 when the barony passed to his eldest 
son Henry. The title continued to pass down the 
male line until it came, in 1713 to Henry, the 7th 
Lord Paget of Beaudesert.  This Henry held 
many offices including Deputy Lieutenant of 
Staffordshire under his father. He was M.P for 
Staffordshire and a member of Council of the 
Lord High Admiral. He was also Captain of the 
Yeoman of the Guard from 1711 until 1715.                                     Arms of Paget 

On 1st January 1711/2 he was created Baron  
Burton of Burton, co. Stafford. On 13th April 1714 Queen Mary appointed him envoy- 
extraordinary for a visit to Hanover but he refused to go unless he was made an Earl, which the 
Queen refused to do. However when King George I came to the throne he created him Earl of 
Uxbridge, co. Middlesex on 19th October 1714. On the Earlôs death his titles passed to his 
grandson Henry, his two sons, Henry and Thomas dying before him.  
                                          
Henry, the 2nd Earl was a miser. According to the Dictionary of National Biography he was 
remarkable for an inordinate love of money. He was baptised at Isleworth in Middlesex and died 
in 1769 and was buried at West Drayton on 24 November that year. On his death the Earldom 
of Uxbridge and the Barony of Burton became extinct. The Barony of Paget passed to a distant 
cousin, Henry Bayley, the great-great-grandson of William the 6th Lord Paget of Beaudsert.  
 



He was the son and heir of Sir Nicholas Bayley Bt. of Place Newyth in Angelsea and Caroline, 
daughter of Thomas Paget. On inheriting the Barony of Paget he assumed the name and arms 
of Paget in addition to his own. He was summoned to Parliament on 13th January 1770 and a 
fortnight later obtained a Royal Licence, dated 29th January 1770, to take the name of Paget in 
lieu of Bayley. He was a Colonel in the Staffordshire Regiment of Militia,  Lord Lieutenant of 
Angelsey, and Constable of Carnarvon Castle. On the 9th of December his father died and he 
succeeded as  3rd baronet. On the 19th May 1784 he was created the Earl of Uxbridge, co. 
Middlesex. He married on 11th April 1767, Jane Champagné, the daughter of the Very Rev. 
Arthur Champagné, Dean of Clonmacnoise. Henry died aged 67 in 1812 and his wife Jane five 
years later. They had eleven children, the eldest of which, Henry-William inherited his fatherôs 
titles and was himself raised to rank of Marquess of Anglesey on 4th July 1815. 
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The Arms of Chesterfield, Derbyshire. 
 

The Pomegranate has been used by Chesterfield since 
at least the reign of Elizabeth I and some claim it was 
in use long before then. Chesterfieldôs first royal 
charter was issued by King John in 1204, but its first 
true charter was granted in 1598. The origin of the use 
of the Pomegranate is uncertain but may have been 
derived from the pomegranate badge which Henry VIII 
combined with the Tudor rose on his marriage to 
Katherine of Aragon. In the seventeenth century it was 
discarded in favour of the arms: óGules on a gold fess a 
lozenge Azureô. These arms also appeared on the 
townôs seals as indicated by the two examples in the 
British Museum which are both 17th century.  
 

 The Arms of Chesterfield  In 1958 the Pomegranate was reinstated into the  
      townôs arms when on 10th November the following 
arms were granted.  Arms: óGules a device representing a pomegranate tree as depicted in the 
ancient common seal of the borough, the tree leaved and eradicated proper, flowered and 
fructed Or. Crest:  On a wreath of the colours issuant from a mural crown Gules, masoned Or, 
a mount vert, thereon a Derby ram passant guardant proper. Supporters: A cock and a pynot 
or magpie proper, each ducally gorged Or. Mantled Gules 
doubled Or.  
 
The fighting cock and magpie allude to the fact that the 
Earls of Devonshire and Danby along with other 
conspirators met at the Inn of the Cock and Pynot in 
Whittington, which is about two and half miles north of 
Chesterfield, to plot the downfall of King James II. The 
Earls later became the Duke of Devonshire and the Duke 
of Leeds respectively which explains the ducal coronets 
worn by the supporters. The compartment represents 
Whittington Moor, whilst the motto alludes to the crooked 
spire of the Church of St Mary and All Saints in Chesterfield.              The Seal of Chesterfield 

 
 
 



THE RIGHT HONOURABLE HENRY PAGET, EARL OF UXBRIDGE, BARON PAGET OF 
BEAUDESERT. 
 

Forty-two quarterings by Joseph Edmondson, Mowbray herald extraordinary 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1. Paget, Arms of Assumption, 2. Bayley, 3. Bagenall, 4. Bagenall, 5. Vycham, 6. Vycham, 

Coat of Augmentation, 7. Tudor, 8. Puirllin, 9. Grono, 10. Karadoc, 11 Griffith, 12, Griffith,  

13. Dalton, 14. Byspharn, 15. Stanley Baron, 16. Barnville, 17. Maxter, 18. Heston,            

19. Troutbeck, 20. Moor, 21. Hulles, 22. Dornville, 23. Moberley, 24. Hall, 25. Lambert,   

26. Baron, 27. Lambert, 28. Horton, 29. Pickering, 30. Lassells, 31. Moresby,                     

32. Whitmore,33. Danby, 34. Cressy, 35. Paget Baron, 36. Preston, 37. Knowles Baron,    

38. Knowles, 39. Cave, Genell, 40. Cliff, 41. Hillington, 42. Whitcombe. 



THE FOUR ANCIENT  MILITARY AND MONASTIC ORDERS OF SPAIN ï Part 1 

 
On Tuesday 27 November 1095, in a field just outside the eastern gate of Clermont in France, a 
large crowd gathered, including the bishops attending the Church Council, and a number of 
Frankish knights and noblemen. They came to hear a sermon from Pope Urban II.  The purpose 
of the sermon was to urge the knights to take up arms against Islamic rule in Jerusalem and 
free the Holy Sepulchre from Muslim control. The reaction of the crowd, and from around 
Christian Europe, was more than the Pope could have hoped for. Immediately he had finished 
talking, the bishop of Le Puy had stepped forward and pledged to take up the cross as urged by 
Urban. Others followed under the cry from the crowd of óGod wills it!ô The First Crusade had 
begun. At this time the Iberian peninsular had already been under Muslim rule for nearly 400 
years, the Moors having invaded Iberia in the 8th century and occupied most of the peninsular 
with the exception of small pockets of land in the north. 
 
The First Crusade witnessed the foundation of the Military and Monastic Orders of óThe 
Hospitallers of St Johnô and of óThe Poor Fellow-Soldiers of Jesus Christô better known now as 
óThe Knights Templarsô or óTemplarsô. Both Orders were answerable directly to the Pope. In that 
part of the Iberian peninsula which was later to become Spain, the idea of knights taking 
monastic vows was taken up more enthusiastically than in any other country in Europe. A 
number of Orders were founded, some of which did not last very long. However, those that did 
survive either prospered or were amalgamated with the larger Orders, principally Alcántara, 
Calatrava, and Santiago and to a lesser extent Montesa. These Orders have survived the test of 
time, and although they were suppressed twice in Napoleonic times and again by the Spanish 
Cortes in 1931, they still exist today. 
 

The four Orders were based on the Hospitallers and the 
Templars, these being the forerunners of such 
organisations. They all had knights and chaplain brothers, 
they all lived to a Rule, either Benedictine, Cistercian, or 
Augustinian and they all made vows of poverty, obedience 
and, with the exception of Santiago, chastity. The Order of 
Santiago was unusual in the sense that the knights were 
allowed to marry although the female members were not.  
The Hospitallers and the Templars both had property, 
including a number of castles and fortifications in Spain 
and they saw action against the Moors. However, their 
main purpose in Europe was to raise money and recruit 
men to send to the Holy Land. They were not enthusiastic 
in getting too involved in Europe.  It was the Templarsô 
reluctance to defend the castle at Calatrava, due to       

  The Cross of Calatrava                 insufficient resources, i.e  knights and equipment, that saw 
                                       the formation of the Order of Calatrava.  The castle was 
recovered from the Moors after they had held it for 400 years. Alphonso VII gave the castle to 
the Templars with instructions that it was to be held at all costs. However, in 1158, hearing 
rumours of a pending Moor advance, the Templars gave up the castle to Sancho III and 
withdrew.  The castle was then given to Raymond Sierra, the abbot of St Mary of Hitero, a 
Cistercian convent, and the monk Diego Velásquez, a friend of Sancho. The abbot promised to 
bring his monks to Calatrava and to recruit knights to hold the castle. The rumours of the 
advance did not materialize and in 1164 Raymond Sierra died. In the same year Pope 
Alexander III gave official recognition of the Order.                                       
  
The aim of the Order was to defend the Catholic faith and the kingdom, but just as significantly 
their prime allegiance was to the king rather than to the Pope. This was typical of Spanish 
Orders. By keeping the Orders directly under their control the kings prevented revenue from 



being sent elsewhere. It also allowed them to keep a check on their power and influence. 
Membership was restricted to Catholic noblemen who could prove that they had no Moorish or 
Jewish ancestors. Today conditions for admission to the Order of Calatrava is for the candidate 
to prove the nobility of each of his four grandparents, that he and his parents and grandparents 
are legitimate and not descended from non-Christians, and he must prove that he himself is a 
Roman Catholic of good standing.  
 
The Order adopted the Cistercian Rule, after the Master Don Garcia requested the Abbot of 
Citeaux to affiliate the brethren to the white monks. The knights were constantly being reminded 
of the Christianôs seven obligations, ócomer, bever, calcar, vestir, visitar, consolar, and enterrar, 
(to feed, give drink to, shoe, clothe, visit, console the sick, poor or afflicted and bury the dead). 
The frontispiece of the Calatrava Bible of about 1430 shows the Grand Master in a white cloak 
sitting on his throne. Underneath is a line of knights  performing the seven obligations of charity 
mentioned above.  
 

 
The Castle-monastery of Calatrava la Nueva stands on a hill above 

the town of Aldea del Rey. 

 
In 1195 the Christian army suffered a crushing defeat at the battle of Alorcos, which resulted in 
the fortress at Calatrava being lost. In 1212 the roles were reversed by the Christian victory at 
the Battle of Las Navas de Tolosa. This time the castle was deep inside Christian territory.  The 
knights decided to abandon the castle in favour of another site at a more advanced position. 
This position became known as Calatrava la Nueva (New Calatrava). A convent fortress already 
existed on the site but was considerably added to by the Order. The remains of the convent        
fortress still stand on top of a high, steep-sided hill and is open to visitors.  


