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The de Veres' of Hedingham, Essex by C l i v e Alexander 

In the middle ages 'the de Veres, Earls of Oxford' were 
the most Illustrious line of nobles that England had seen, 
wrote Lord Macaulay. They held the Lordship of 
Hedingham in Essex. Aubrey de Vere III was ennobled 
by Empress Matilda. He was given the choice of title 
between Cambridge, Oxford, Berkshire, Wiltshire or 
Dorset. A title that continued for twenty generations. 
This illustration of Aubrey de Vere is taken from 
Halstead's Succinct Genealogies (1685) and shows the 
brilliance of the complete trappings of a medieval knight, 
the horse richly adorned with the arms of the de Veres 
and the famous blue boar crest on the helmet, and the 
coronet signifying that he was an Earl. The legend of the 
Mullet on the arms is attributed to Aubrey the second 

Earl, who in 1098 was engaged in a fierce battle in the Holy Land against the Sultan of Persia's 
army. As dusk fell confusion on the Battlefield was spreading, as the Saracens were becoming 
obscured by darkness, a brilliant five-pointed star appeared. The battlefield was illuminated 
bringing victory to the crusaders. The star was adopted by the de Veres as their emblem. 

Of all of the medieval fighting Earls, John the 13 t h Earl (1443 -1513) 
was the greatest and richest of them all being rewarded handsomely 
for his bravery and leadership during the Wars of the Roses. The 
Museo Bargello in Florence has on display his tilting helmet and 
Crest. It is very interesting to see that the Chapeau or Cap of 
Maintenance associated with this exhibit has been displayed back to 
front. As the colour and ermine has been completely eroded away 
by time it takes you a moment or two to work out just what the pitted 
plaster lump upon the helm is. It becomes obvious when you 
reverse it in your minds eye. Clearly, the custodians of the gallery do 
not realise that it is a chapeau. Perhaps the Earl was giving himself 
the option to be at full tilt but retreat rather fast if necessary, or did 
he not know if he was coming or going? That would be hardly likely 
as John had every form of honour and riches bestowed upon him by 
Henry VII for his valiant leadership of the vanguard at the battle of 
Bosworth. 

Hedingham Castle in North Essex is the ancestral home of the de Veres. The castle on its 
mound has a fine Norman keep built in 1140. The banqueting Hall is considered to be one of 
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the finest Norman domestic interiors in existence and this magnificent room is the most splendid 
in the keep, the timbered ceiling is supported by the largest Norman Arch in England, 28 feet 
wide and 20 feet high. The grounds have many charming woodland walks. 

The keep at Hedingham Castle. 

de Vere impaled with Sergeaux 
Lavenham Church 

de Vere impaled with Howard 
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