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Chairman's address 

At the AGM held last September 2006 Kay Holmes, Ron Brown, Marjorie Kirby, Nan Taylor and 
Margaret Young resigned from the committee. They felt that they were no longer able to keep 
up with the demands of committee meetings and the demands on their time needed in the 
running of the Society. This was a great blow to the Society but was not entirely unexpected. 
The Society owes a great debt of gratitude to each and every one as they have, since the 
formation of the Society over 30 years ago been the backbone of the group. Their 
encyclopaedic knowledge of the subject and of the locations where heraldry can be found has 
provided us with first class talks and visits since the foundation of the Society thirty odd years or 
so ago. Their crowning glory was the recording of the heraldry in the Bedford Chapel at 
Chenies in Buckinghamshire in 1980. Only Marjorie Kirby was not involved in the project having 
joined shortly after. The booklet produced is a first class example of what can be achieved by 
competent enthusiasts. Even today the Bedford family still use it for reference. Marjorie was of 
course, joint editor of the Seaxe with her husband Don for nearly ten years in which time they 
produced forty-six editions of The Seaxe. This is a marvellous achievement. 

On behalf of all our members I thank each one for their time and effort they have put in over the 
many years of service and wish them all good health for the future. 

As a result of the resignations it was suggested that I take over the running of the Society 
single-handedly as Les Pierson had successfully done at the Chilterns for many years. This I 
am reluctant to do. Still working full time I don't feel I could give the time necessary to lead the 
group into the new millennium. Fortunately Dr Andrew Gray, our web master offered himself for 
election to the committee and was duly elected. Stuart Whitefoot, not being present was re­
elected in his absence as treasurer. This is a crucial period for the Society since the 'active' 
members are no longer able to be so active and the attendance of the Society is falling. The 
number attending meetings has now reached the stage where it is not reasonable to ask 
speakers to travel any great distance to give a talk. This means that all talks have to be 
provided from 'in-house' members. This is also becoming unsustainable. For the 2007 year we 
still have no talks arranged for the October meeting. Suggestions would be warmly welcomed. 
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A Middlesex Herald - "...possibly the most scandalous appointment ever made to the 
College..." 

Knox Ward, Clarenceux King of Arms from 1726 until his 
death in 1741 is undoubtedly one of the lesser known figures 
to have held the esteemed office of Clarenceux King of 
Arms. He had very little, if any, heraldic or genealogical 
knowledge. He was descended from the Wards of 
Wolverston Hall in Suffolk and was living in Hackney at the 
time of his appointment. He was born circa. 1703 and was 
the son of the notorious John Ward of Hackney, Merchant, 
and sometime M.P. for Ipswich. In 1727 John Ward was 
prosecuted by the Duchess of Buckingham and convicted of 
forgery. After being expelled from the House he was placed 
in the pillory where he insisted his son should stand beside 
him. In 1729 Knox Ward made a proposal of marriage to a 
Miss Holt of Hackney but in fact married Elizabeth Nettleton 
in July of that year. Miss Holt sued for breach of promise. 
However in the legal papers she sued him under the name 
of Knox Ward Esq. In court he argued that he was improperly 
described as by letters-patent under the Great Seal of the late 
King, (George I) dated 29 t h June, 11 t h of his reign, he had created him King of Arms, and 
principal Herald of the South, East, and West parts of England, and given him the name of 
Clarenceux, to hold during pleasure. The case between Brooke, York Herald and Dethick, 
Garter in Hilary term, 39 Elizabeth, was cited as a precedent. In an action for words, the 
defendant not being named Garter, Principal King of Arms, in the proceeding, demurred when 
Judges Gawdy and Popham held, that he was named well enough, if the suit was brought 
against him as a private person, but if he were sued or were to sue for anything concerning his 
office it should be otherwise. In the Ward - Holt proceedings the court judged in favour of Ward 
accepting the precedence of Sir William Dethick's case and abated the action. Miss Holt was 
not going to leave the matter there and in 1732 sued him again as Ward Clarenceux and this 
time succeeded. She was awarded the vast sum of £2000 damages. 

In 1725 he purchased the office of Clarenceux from Sir John Vanbrugh for the princely sum of 
£3000 in what Sir Anthony Wagner described as '...possibly the most scandalous appointment 

ever made to the college...'. The Vanbrugh family profited 
handsomely from this purchase since Sir John died the 
following year on the 25 t h March. Like Knox Ward, Sir 
John knew nothing of heraldry and even ridiculed it 
making a herald a comic character in his play 'Aesop'. He 
was nominated for the position by the Deputy Earl 
Marshal, the 3 r d Earl of Carlisle in gratitude for the work 
he had done on building the stately home, Castle Howard 
in Yorkshire. In June 1703 Lord Carlisle nominated him 
Carlisle Herald Extraordinary as the first step to 
appointing him Clarenceux. The appointment drew heavy 
criticism from the heralds as would be expected. Their 
main grievance, putting aside the fact that he knew 
nothing of heraldry, was the fact that he had been 
appointed immediately to the second place in the college. 
Knox Ward died at Wolverston Hall on 30 t h September 
1741 and was buried in the church there. His arms were 
granted in 1722 without the label, to his father. Vanburgh 

Ward 



Did you know....? 

...that Nostradamus is said to have predicted his own death. His secretary Jean-Aimé de 
Chavigny recorded in his 'Brief Discourse': "That he truly knew the time of his death to the day, 
even to the hour, I can attest as a fact. I recall clearly that at the end of June of the said year 
[1566] he wrote in his own hand in the 'Ephemerides 
of Jean Stadius' these Latin words Hic prope mors 
est. That is to say 'my death is near'. And the day 
before he exchanged this life for the next, I having 
attested him for a very considerable time, and very 
late taking leave of him until the next morning, he said 
these words to me": 'You will not see me alive at 
sunrise'. 

Nostradamus was apparently found dead at first light, 
his body already cold. On his tomb the date of his 
death is given as 2 n d July 1566. In Nostradamus' 
Almanac for 1566, prepared over a year earlier, he 
had written for July 1 s t 'a Strange Transmigration'. 
In his will he stipulated that he was to be buried in the Church of the Cordeliers, the local 
Franciscan friary, between the great door and the altar of St Martha. He also stipulated that a 
tomb monument should be built over where he lay against the wall. The main details of his 
funeral were recorded by Cesar in his monumental 'History and Chronicle of Provence'. "The 
corpse was solemnly carried to the ancient church of the Friars Minor, to the left of the entrance, 
where it was laid to rest accompanied by Nostradamus' portrait of life, and his coat of arms, 
which were: son pourtraict au naturel et ses armes qui sont de gueulles à une roue brisée, à 
huit rayons, composée de deux croix potencées d'argent écartelé d'or à une tete d'aigle de 
sable, (gules comprising a broken wheel with eight spokes, composed of two crosses of silver 
quartered with gold together with the head of an eagle in black.) 
Nostradamus - The Evidence by Ian Wilson, 2002. 

Our website 
Dr Andrew Gray 

The Society's website is attracting attention all over the region, and is now listed 
by most of the local authorities in historic Middlesex, and numerous heraldic, 
family history and local history societies. This has increased our visibility 
marvellously, and if you type "Middlesex Heraldry" into any of the big Web 
search engines, we are now top of the list! 

One project for which there has been no time until now was to make our 
publications available through the website. This is particularly important for the 
twenty-one booklets in the "Heraldry in Middlesex Churches" series, which are 

now hard to find, but which are an important reference work with counterparts in several other 
counties. Preparing them for electronic storage and delivery is a tedious business involving 
scanning and careful checking, but when it is finished we shall have them as web pages and as 
PDF (facsimile) documents. The latter will enable us to run off any future reprints. Earlier issues 
of the Seaxe could be treated in the same way and published on the website as an archive, but 
more recent issues should already be accessible as electronic documents, and could be loaded 
right away. 


