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Robin Clayton R.1.P.

In February we said farewell to one of our longest-standing and loyal members. Robin
Clayton joined the Society in its early days, and has been one of our most regular
attenders at meetings of all kinds. He served on the committee, edited The Seaxe for a
time, and used his skills to make our reading desk, chairman’s gavel, and a splendid
projector case. Robin had worked with wood for much of his life, but more recently was a
caretaker at Queensmead School.

When he joined us he had a phenomenal knowledge and memory for the pedigrees of the
great families of the past, and a great interest in castles. He later became deeply involved
with hatchments, and set himself the goal of recording all British hatchments in
photographs. He had a massed a marvellous collection, mounted and identified in a series
of albums which are eventually to go to one of the national collections. He was about two-
thirds of the way through the hatchments of England, and was planning to complete the
work on his retirement which was imminent. His childlike enthusiasm for his subject

prevented him from recognising that not all his friends and colleagues shared his interest
to such great lengths, but it was impossible to take exception in the face of his delight and
his happy personality.

In September of last year he was unable to swallow, and after two weeks without any food,
during which he continued to work, he was persuaded to see a doctor. It still took time for
his condition to be recognised, but after hospital treatment he was sure he would recover
and be able to continue his labour of love. He kept himself busy and cheerful by
reorganising his collection. He was able to drive and to go out with his friends, and it was
while enjoying a meal with friends that he collapsed and died.

Several of us attended the cremation, where his friend, Bert May, gave a kindly, light-
hearted tribute to a friend and ‘character’ who will be missed by all who knew him for his
slightly eccentric manner, his boyish enthusiasm, and above all for his happy and
generous nature.

May he rest in peace.




The Royal Society for the Prevention of Cruelty
to Animals

The RSPCA'’s Coat of Arms symbolises their
fight against cruelty to all animals.

The cockerel represents farm animals and
birds. It is attached to an open fetterlock —
an early form of padlock — which symbolises
the release of animals from traps, cages,
fighting and cruelty in general.

The shield is supported by a Talbot, a
traditional Heraldic dog representing
companion animals, and a fox, representing
wild animals. The portcullis on the shield
symbolises parliament; through constant
and effective parliamentary lobbying, the
RSPCA has helped introduce most of the
significant animal welfare legislation over
the last 170 years.

The golden drops represents mercy which
‘droppeth as the gentle rain from heaven
upon the place beneath’, and also the
money which our many supporters give to
enable us to carry on our work.

The motto ‘Respice Misericordiam’ contains
a pun on the name and means ‘shows
mercy’
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Heraldic Sculpture

In 1953 James Woodford was
commissioned by the Minister of Works to
produce a series of 10 life-size beasts for a
guard of honour for her majesty the Queen
at her coronation at Westminster Abbey.
Where they went to after the coronation
nobody seems to know. Since they were
cast in plaster they have probably long since
disintegrated and are now just a memory.
However, permanent copies in Portland
stone were made by Woodford and now
form a permanently guard of honour outside
the Palm House at Kew Gardens. What is
not so well known is that Woodford’s work
can be seen in many other places
throughout this country and further a field
throughout the world.

His extraordinary talent brought him many
commissions to produce the Royal Arms for
Law Courts in this country and many
Embassies abroad.

One such law court is Wandsworth County
Court in Putney, South West London. Two
heraldic beasts, one the English lion, the



