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CHRISTMAS GREETINGS
The Chairman and members of your Committee wish all our readers a

Bappy CPristmas .ma. Bealthy Pety Pear

in the sincere hope that the world may become peaceful again and
allow us to get on with our Heraldry without worry, let or hindrance

INVETATION T NAN & PETE®S
For yet another year our diminishing number of
members has been invited to the home
of Nan and Pete Tavior
for a New Year get together
on Saturday, 5~ January 2002
frll R R I R . g

As always we are grateful for this cpportunity of

meeting old friends in such a convivial atmosphere.

~ Xn the time of Queen Bick
- by Cynthia Lydiard Cannings

N0.10 - THE SQUIRES OF AUDLEY R R T

After the Battle of Poitiers the Black Prince embraced
Sir James Audiey, of Stratton
Audley, the which I shall assigne
you on mpne herytage in
Englande. and though Sir James
protested his unwoerthiness, he
could not persuade the Prince
to change his mind So he sent
for his squires, and told them of
the Prince's generosity. Then he asked his kinsmen, Sir
Peter Audley, Sir Stephen Gossington and Sir Ralph
Ferrers, to witness that he divided the gift between
his squires, saying: it hath pleased my lorde the prince
to gyve me five hundred markes of revenewes by yere,
Jor the whiche I have done hym but small servyce.
Sirs, beholde these foure squyers, who have alwayes
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served me truely. This honour that I have is by their
valyantnesse, wherfore I resigne the gyft my lorde the
prince hath gyven me to them and to thelr heyres for
ever,

And as a visible sign of his favour he permitted the
four to take the gules, frefty or of Audley and adapt it
to their own use,

This thev did - for John Delves bore argent, a chevron
gules fretty or between three
delves sable

- Thomas Dutton bore gquarterly
argent and gules, in the second and
third quarters a fret or

- Robert Fowlehurst bore gules
Jreity or, on a chief argent two
molets pierced sable

- and John Hawkestone bore ermine, a fess gules fretty
or -- the which arms their families bear with pride to
this very day,

{First published in the MNorfolk Standard of October 2000 and
reprinted with the kind permission of the editor and the author).
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In the Ballard Roll as exemplified by Joseph Foster the
canting arms home by John Delves were o chevron
Gules between three biffets (delves) Sable. However
Stephen Friar in his New Dictionary of Heraldry
states that - the chewon was an augmentation of
honour, granted by Lord Audley following the hattle,
Audley's arms being Gules fretty Or. J. F. Huxford in his
Arms of Sussex Families describes delves as
“sods or turves of earth delved from the ground”
and also says that (in the singular) “a delf is similar in
shape to a billet” — it is therefore a good example of
canting arms,
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Civic  Deraldry in  the  Chilterng
— A Surbep by John Allen

The medieval parish may have cheerfully survived
without such an item but one piece
of equipment essential for any
Chiltern community of borough
status was a corporate seal with
which to authenticate its decisions
3 and agreements. Dunstable’s use of
the arms of its neighbouring Priory,
et and Henley's abrupt change from a
rampant lion to the letter H below a
crown and sunburst showed that
sigilography and the orthodox
English heraldic system did not
necessarily proceed hand in hand. It
was nonetheless from such
beginnings that Civic Heraldry
developed.

Official inspections of armorial insignia throughout the
country recorded Berkhamsted's
seal displaying a castle surrounded
by symbols of association with the
Duchy of Cornwall in 1634. At an
even earlier visitation in 1566
Wycombe's seal was shown to be
based on the swan badge of
Stafford, former Earls and Dukes
of Buckingham.
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Yet in the period that followed civic fathers’ regard for
their own insignia might best be described as fickle. The
sun'’s rays bursting from Edward llI's badge at the top of
Henley's shield were mistakenly W T
transcribed around the town -
into drops of rain and even bolts
of lightning. Dunstable’s horse-
shoe and ring were corrupted
into a meaningless twist of lines
eventually imagined with
misplaced relief to depict a
conical ale-warmer!  Evidently
both Hitchin Urban and Rural
District Councils adopted a DIY
approach to the assumption of
arms. The ‘crested’ china town
4 souvenirs avidly colfected earty in the
twentieth century added to the
prevailing image of civic heraldry as
anarchic territory neglected by
authority. Pieces were decorated
with established arms for towns like
Luton where such existed, and
sometimes with irrelevant or
imaginative shields where they did
not. Mementos were made for
Princes Risborough. Tring, and the
Chalfonts whose aspirations to
armigerous status were not well
known. They often bore a shield charged with an informal

county badge - for untili the High Sheriff of
Hertfordshire defrayed the cost of a Grant of Arms for
his own county in 1925 none of the Chiltern County
Councils had an armorial bearing of its own.

Future social historians may come to explain the
concerted rush to regularise this situation under the
Labour Governments that followed the Second World
War. The injection of an armorially precocious
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Hemer HempsTEAD DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION

Development Corporation at Hemel Hempstead into
the Chiltern landscape may have unwittingly initiated the
flow that followed, for in a new wave of armigerous
activity Bucks (1948), Oxon (1949) and Beds (1951)
County Councils applied for arms in quick succession.
Rickmansworth UDC celebrated the
accession of Queen Elizabeth Il by
petitioning the Earl Marshal for arms
and Chesham Urban, and Luton Rural
District were among local councils all
over the country who joined their
number. Now was the period when the
unmistakeable personal style of the
prolific heraldic designer Dr Ellis
Tomlinson  first = appeared. His
distinctive hand can be seen in the
1953 crest for Amersham RDC and in
the derived arms necessary for
Amersham Town Council after
Parliament drastically reorganised the
basis and boundaries of local administration in 1974.

In this reform Buckinghamshire retained Whiteleaf
Cross, the landmark depicted at the top of its shield, but







