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CHRISTMAS GREETINGS 
The Chairman and members of your Committee wish all our readers a 

Happy Christmas and a Healthy New Year 
in the sincere hope that the world may become peaceful again and 

allow us to get on with our Heraldry without worry, let or hindrance 

For yet another year our diminishing number of 
members has been invited to the home 

of Nan and Pete Taylor 
for a New Year get together 

on Saturday, 5th January 2002 

As always we are grateful for this opportunity of 
meeting old friends in such a convivial atmosphere. 

In the time of Queen Dick 
by Cynthia Lydiard Cannings 

No.10 - THE SQUIRES OF AUDLEY 

After the Battle of Poitiers the Black Prince embraced 
Sir James Audley, of Stratton 
Audley, the which I shall assigne 
you on myne herytage in 
Englande. and though Sir James 
protested his unworthiness, he 
could not persuade the Prince 
to change his mind So he sent 
for his squires, and told them of 

the Prince's generosity. Then he asked his kinsmen. Sir 
Peter Audley, Sir Stephen Gossington and Sir Ralph 
Ferrers, to witness that he divided the gift between 
his squires, saying: It hath pleased my lorde the prince 
to gyve me fyve hundred markes of revenewes by yere, 
for the whiche I have done hym but small servyce. 
Sirs, beholde these foure squyers, who have alwayes 

served me truely. This honour that I have is by their 
valyantnesse, wherfore I resigne the gyft my lorde the 
prince hath gyven me to them and to their heyres for 
ever. 
And as a visible sign of his favour he permitted the 
four to take the gules, fretty or of Audley and adapt it 
to their own use. 
This they did - for John Delves bore argent, a chevron 

gules fretty or between three 
delves sable 
- Thomas Dutton bore quarterly 
argent and gules, in the second and 
third quarters a fret or 
- Robert Fowlehurst bore gules 
fretty or, on a chief argent two 

molets pierced sable 
- and John Hawkestone bore ermine, a fess gules fretty 
or - the which arms their families bear with pride to 
this very day. 
(First published in the Norfolk Standard of October 2000 and 
reprinted with the kind permission of the editor and the author). 

In the Ballard Roll as exemplified by Joseph Foster the 
canting arms borne by John Delves were a chevron 
Gules between three billets (delves) Sable. However 
Stephen Friar in his New Dictionary of Heraldry 
states that - the chevron was an augmentation of 
honour, granted by Lord Audley following the battle, 
Audley's arms being Gules fretty Or. J. F. Huxford in his 
Arms of Sussex Families describes delves as 
"sods or turves of earth delved from the ground" 
and also says that (in the singular) "a delf is similar in 
shape to a billet" - it is therefore a good example of 
canting arms. 
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Civic Heraldry in the Chilterns 
- A Survey by John Allen 

The medieval parish may have cheerfully survived 
without such an item but one piece 
of equipment essential for any 
Chiltern community of borough 
status was a corporate seal with 
which to authenticate its decisions 
and agreements. Dunstable's use of 
the arms of its neighbouring Priory, 
and Henley's abrupt change from a 

rampant lion to the letter H below a 
crown and sunburst showed that 
sigillography and the orthodox 
English heraldic system did not 
necessarily proceed hand in hand. It 
was nonetheless from such 
beginnings that Civic Heraldry 
developed. 

Official inspections of armorial insignia throughout the 
country recorded Berkhamsted's 
seal displaying a castle surrounded 
by symbols of association with the 
Duchy of Cornwall in 1634. At an 
even earlier visitation in 1566 
Wycombe's seal was shown to be 
based on the swan badge of 
Stafford, former Earls and Dukes 
of Buckingham. 

HIGH WYCOMBE 

Yet in the period that followed civic fathers' regard for 
their own insignia might best be described as fickle. The 
sun's rays bursting from Edward Ill's badge at the top of 
Henley's shield were mistakenly 
transcribed around the town 
into drops of rain and even bolts 
of lightning. Dunstable's horse­
shoe and ring were corrupted 
into a meaningless twist of lines 
eventually imagined with 
misplaced relief to depict a 
conical ale-warmer! Evidently 
both Hitchin Urban and Rural 
Distr ict Councils adopted a DIY 
approach to the assumption of 

arms. The 

HITCHIN 

crested' china town 
souvenirs avidly collected early in the 
twentieth century added to the 
prevailing image of civic heraldry as 
anarchic territory neglected by 
authority. Pieces were decorated 
with established arms for towns like 
Luton where such existed, and 
sometimes with irrelevant or 
imaginative shields where they did 
not. Mementos were made for 
Princes Risborough. Tring, and the 
Chalfonts whose aspirations to 
armigerous status were not well 

known. They often bore a shield charged with an informal 

county badge - for until the High Sheriff of 
Hertfordshire defrayed the cost of a Grant of Arms for 
his own county in 1925 none of the Chiltern County 
Councils had an armorial bearing of its own. 
Future social historians may come to explain the 
concerted rush to regularise this situation under the 
Labour Governments that followed the Second World 
War. The injection of an armorially precocious 

HEMEL HEMPSTEAD DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION 

Development Corporation at Hemel Hempstead into 
the Chiltern landscape may have unwittingly initiated the 
flow that followed, for in a new wave of armigerous 
activity Bucks (1948), Oxon (1949) and Beds (1951) 
County Councils applied for arms in quick succession. 
Rickmansworth UDC celebrated the 
accession of Queen Elizabeth II by 
petitioning the Earl Marshal for arms 
and Chesham Urban, and Luton Rural 
District were among local councils all 
over the country who joined their 
number. Now was the period when the 
unmistakable personal style of the 
prolific heraldic designer Dr Ellis 
Tomlinson first appeared. His 
distinctive hand can be seen in the 
1953 crest for Amersham RDC and in 
the derived arms necessary for 
Amersham Town Council after AMERSHAM 
Parliament drastically reorganised the 
basis and boundaries of local administration in 1974. 
In this reform Buckinghamshire retained Whiteleaf 
Cross, the landmark depicted at the top of its shield, but 

LUTON 
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Oxfordshire's boundaries were realigned to embrace the 
Vale of White Horse and the arms of its County Council 
redesigned to acknowledge this change. Hitchin was 
among the UDCs swept away, its legitimate 1936 
armorial bearings being consigned to a sort of armorial 
limbo, but Henley became among the very first of the 
new Town Councils to assert its identity by establishing 
the right to a shield its predecessors had used for 350 
years. 
The Chiltern District Council in company with South 
Beds, North Herts and Aylesbury Vale in applying for 
arms soon after their establishment, and following an 
initial period of inertia they have since been followed by 
South Oxon. South Bucks and the Borough of 
Dacorum, whose arms helped mark its Charter in 1984. 
Diverse and distinctive though all of these heraldic 
designs necessarily appear a number of common themes 
can be discerned in their underlying symbolism. 

Local topography offers one consistent source of 
inspiration with the green expanse of Aylesbury Vale's 
shield signifying the valley's productive fertility. A single 
river like the Thames or Ouse and numerous 
Hertfordshire waterways are frequently symbolised by 
wavy bands, while a black 
and white chequer pattern 
wittily suggests the River 
Chess. Such distinguished 
former inhabitants as 
William Penn, Dr John 
Caius and John Hampden 
are commemorated by 
elements from their 
personal arms. Regal 
associations find symbolism in the Tudor Rose of 
Dacorum, the leopard of Hitchin UDC and the besanty 
border round Berkhamsted's castle. 

Rickmansworth's watercress, Amersham's coralwort 
and of course the abundant beech 
are used to symbolise the Chiltern 
Hills' distinctive flora, while sheaves 
of wheat and barley far outnumber 
cogged wheels in allusion to local 
industries. 
Heraldic symbols from the Fotherley, 
Drake, Palmer, Cavendish, and 
Russell arms suggest the lasting 

influence in Hertfordshire, Buckinghamshire and 
Bedfordshire formerly exerted by these land-owning 
families. The most 
widespread of these 
insignia is the rising swan 
with a coronet about its 
neck and chain over its 
back. It derives from a 
badge of the Staffords, 
and in association with 
their red and black livery 
colours this family 
symbol has spread 
throughout the present county. A Saxon crown is one of 

several subtle variations to the swan's depiction, 
introduced to convey nuances of local history. Placard-
holding pickets outside Marlow's 1990 civic presentation 
ceremony used the occasion to protest that in honouring 
the benevolent Murray family, Marlovians of remote Irish 
ancestry, by placing a shamrock in the swan's beak Dr 
Tomlinson had gone a step too far. A comic spectacle 
perhaps - but very, very sad. 
The arms illustrated are :-

Dunstable Priory — Argent on a pile Sable a horseshoe 
interlaced to a staple affixed to the centre of the pile, Or. 

Henley-on-Thames BC - The town seal as shown on a 
member's ticket for the Henley Town and Visitors 
Regatta is described as the letter H ensigned by a coronet 
beneath a sunburst. 

High Wycombe BC - Sable on a mount Vert a swan 
Argent with a ducal coronet Or about its neck and 
attached thereto a Gold chain.. 
The motto translates as Industry Enriches. 

Hitchin UDC - Gules a fess arched and embattled Argent 
between a lion passant guardant and a barley sheaf both 
Or and on the fess a fleshing-knife proper. 
The motto translates as For both ancestors and posterity. 
Luton BC - Quarterly Gules and Azure on a silver cross 
a bee; in the 1s' quarter — a wheatsheaf in the second a 
beehive, in the third a rose with stalk and leaves and in the 
fourth a thistle, all proper. Crest — On a wreath Argent 
and Gules a grassy mound and thereon a forearm 
bendwise in a sleeve Azure with a white cuff, the hand 
holding seven gold ears of wheat. 
The motto translates as Due to knowledge and labour. 
Hemel Hempstead Development Corporation - Vert a 
Tudor rose Gules upon Argent barbed and seeded proper 
within a surveyor's chain of the third.. Crest — On a 
wreath of the colours issuant from a mural coronet Gules a 
mount Vert thereon a stag lodged proper. Supporters — 
On the dexter side a greyhound proper and on the sinister 
side a stag proper each gorged with a mural coronet 
Gules. 
The motto translates as Greater, richer, more beautiful 
Amersham RDC - Argent on a mount in base Vert a 
wyvern wings expanded Gules; on a chief per pale of the 
last and Sable three plates. Crest — Issuant from a Saxon 
crown Or a demi-lion Gules holding in the paws a sprig of 
beech proper. 
Buckinghamshire CC - Per pale Gules and Sable a swan 
rousant proper ducally gorged with chain reflexed over the 
back Or; on a chief of the last a roundel per chevron a 
cross at the point Vert and Argent. On a wreath of the 
colours on a mount a beech tree eradicated proper enfiled 
with a Saxon crown Or. Supporters - On the dexter side a 
stag and on the sinister side a swan rousant both proper. 
The motto translates as No steps backwards. 
Berkhamsted UDC - Or a castle Azure with three domed 
towers over each of the outer towers a banner Argent 
charged with a cross Gules all within a bordure Sable 
charged with Gold roundels. 
Rickmansworth UDC - Crest - On a wreath of the 
colours issuant from a wreath of watercress proper a garb 
Or charged with a lion's face Azure. 
Bedfordshire CC - Quarterly Gold and Gules a fess wavy 
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