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SILVER JUBILEE 
2 5 YEARS OF THE MIDDLESEX HERALDRY SOCIETY 

Plus ça change, plus c'est la même chose 

After the soul-searching of last year, I'm pleased to say we are still going, though to add the word 'strong' might be a bit of 
an exaggeration. As most members will know, we have been drawing in our horns, reducing the number of meetings and 
visits, and most reluctantly deciding that we cannot, in fairness, invite speakers from a distance to travel to address our 
dwindling numbers. 

At the last AGM the current officers and committee agreed to continue, though some were past their proper terms of 
office, there being no offers of replacements. However we shall continue to hold our meetings, alternating talks with 
themed evenings - the first of which, led by Margaret Young was a great success. Themed evenings will depend very much 
on the willingness of as many members as possible contributing in some way - slides, discussion, anecdotes, artefacts, 
quotations - anything which can relate to the topic in hand. We shall review the experiment when next year's programme is 
being considered, and we shall keep going as long as there is sufficient interest, support and energy. 

We have from our early days been a Do It Ourselves society. The active involvement of so many members was our 
strength, and the envy of some other societies. Remember the heady days of the Chenies report and church recording? 
While we cannot relive the past, we can continue to enjoy our shared interest in heraldry in the company of our friends. 

KH 

Editorial 
The message from our Chairman, Kay Holmes , says it all. 
Regrettably, the lights are going out and we are unable 
to obtain "new bulbs". The days when we were described 
as the powerhouse that calls itself the Middlesex 
Heraldry Society are long gone and even though those 
of us who are left are still keen and interested in the 
fascinating study of heraldry - we wonder who will take 
over from us? 
Anyway, enough of this melancholy thinking - we can 
look back on our achievements with pride, and salute the 
members who have been the mainstay of the Society for 
all or most of the twenty five years - and still are, for 
that matter. To name names would be invidious but we 
know - and they know who they are. - we all owe them a 
great deal.. 
Finally, as editors of the Seaxe for more years than we 
care to remember, we thank the members of this 
Society, other societies and people who are just 
interested in heraldry - for their contributions and for 
allowing us to publish their thoughts on discoveries and 
to share their knowledge and enthusiasm. 

In the words of Kay Holmes when we celebrated our 20th 
Anniversary -

Here's to us! Who's l ike us? 

Long Live the Middlesex 
Heraldry Society! 

The true past departs not; no truth or goodness realized 
by man ever dies, or can die; but al l is stil l here, and, 
recognized or not, lives and works through endless 
changes - Thomas Carlyle 



The Arms of Middlesex 
by Kay Holmes 

Medieval heraldists ascribed to both the ancient 
Kingdoms of the Middle and the East Saxons the three 

seaxes on a red field.. (Fig. I). It has 
been suggested that the Saxon name 
derives from the weapon, though the 
more widely accepted view is that it 
comes from Saxony, their presumed 
place of origin. In the large West 
Window of Westminster Abbey, 
erected in 1735, were the same arms, 

attributed to Saebehrt, King of the East Saxons. 
Both Middlesex and Essex used these arms for many 
years without authority from the College of Arms. This 
dual use could not be officially acceptable to the College, 
and when Middlesex County Council applied for a Grant 
in 1910 the arms were differenced by the addition of a 
gold Saxon crown in chief. (Fig. 2). It is perhaps, ironic, 
that when Essex sought a Grant in 
1932, they were allowed to 
continue the use of the old, 
formerly unofficial arms, without 
change. Even sadder is the fact 
that, with the abolition of the 
Middlesex County Council, the 
arms of Middlesex no longer have 
a viable 'owner'.The seaxe is almost 
always shown as a curved weapon, similar to a falchion or 
a scimitar, but with a semi-circular notch as a short sword 
or knife, similar to the duelling knife of a Roman gladiator. 

published in Antwerp in 1605, 
the author, Verstegan says the 
short sword was worn by Saxon 

warriors privately hanging under their long skirted cotes. 
In the field of archaeology the term used is scramasax. 
There seems to have been only a single example, found 
at Sittingbourne, which is in the British Museum 

However it has a straight blade and no notch. The blade is 
about 10" long and the tang for the handle about 3½"; 
this would probably have been encased in horn or wood. 
This is much shorter than one might have expected from 
heraldic illustrations. It bears the name of the maker, 
Biorhtelm on one side and that of the owner, Gebereht 
or Sigcbercht on the other, and is dated from 9th or 
10th centuries. It is thought that the scramasax 
remained in use from the 6th to the 14th centuries; they 
are shown in Queen Mary's Psalter of the latter 

period. 
One can only guess at the 
reason for the notch. On a 
hedge-cutting implement it 
could be used to pull down a 
branch within reach of the 
other hand for chopping, but 
there seems no similar 
purpose in a fighting weapon. 

The heraldic seaxe is usually shown curved, despite lack of 
concrete evidence, with an angling of the back edge of 
the blade which provides a sharp point, and the notch. It 
has appeared in a variety of forms over the last 250 
years. Perhaps it is best shown as a weapon 'in its own 
right' clearly distinguishable from falchion, scimitar or 
cutlass. It can still be seen in the arms of former and 
present local authorities; long may it continue to do so. 

A Pedigree of the Arms of Hillingdon 
by Kay Holmes 

The London Borough of Hillingdon was formed by the 
amalgamation of the Borough of Uxbridge and the 
Urban Districts of Ruislip-Northwood, Hayes & 
Harlington, and Yiewsley & West Drayton. All these 
local authorities had been granted arms in their own 
right, Ruislip-Northwood in 1937, Uxbridge in 1948 with 
the addition of supporters in 1955, Hayes & Harlington in 
1950, and Yiewsley & West Drayton in 1953. 
Three of the former arms included charges derived from 
more ancient sources. The Uxbridge pile came from the 
Basset arms, in recognition of the granting of the town's 
first charter by Gilbert Basset, the eagle and the 
heraldic tyger supporter came from the arms of Paget, 
one of whose titles is Earl of Uxbridge, the red cross on 
the shoulder of the pegasus came from the City of 
London arms, and the seaxe held by the demi-lion crest 
came from the arms of Middlesex. 
Yiewsley & West Drayton also had the Paget eagle, and 
the red cross from the City of London. Hayes & 
Harlington had the pall from the arms of the see of 
Canterbury, and the seaxe and Saxon crown from the 
arms of Middlesex. Ruislip-Northwood's fleur-de-lys. 
almost fortuitously, relates to the arms of the Abbey of 
Bec, although it does not appear that the connection was 
recorded at the time of the grant. 
The arms granted to Hillingdon in 1965 attempted to 
give all the constituent authorities representation in all 
the main parts of the achievement, the shield, crest and 
supporters. This laudable aim may have been achieved 
mathematically, as there is an item from each of the four 
coats-of-arms in each of the elements. However it 
cannot be claimed that each has equal prominence. 
From the Uxbridge arms came half of the eagle, the 
main charge on the shield, the demi-lion which is the main 
feature of the crest, and the dexter supporter, the 
heraldic tyger. 

Yiewsley & West Drayton, the last of the four to be 
granted its own arms, contributed the other half of the 
eagle on the shield, the cross on the wing in the crest, 
the Tudor rose on the dexter supporter, and an extra 
element, the motto:- Forward. 
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