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jfanu:ﬁ (Jfa) | nhﬁnn RIP

It is with great sadness that we kave fo record the death of Fugr Robson, qﬁer a short illness faced with
typical courage, and down 10 earth wit and humour. o ey
Fay had been a member of the fiddlesex Brevalry SHocicty for many year.s' copmg with the journey from St. §
Albans either on her own or with Jim, and later with Stuart and Muriel. She made a major contribution to our
meetings, having given twelve lectures on topics ranging over heraldry in the National Trust, heraldic glass
| and the pedigrees of the associated families. Her talks were always meticulously researched, delivered
clearly and with authority; they were illustrated by superb slides, many taken by Jim.
Fay atways took a full part in discussions at our meetings, asking pertinent and searching questions, and
adding greatly to our mutual knowledge. It was a considerable loss to us when she and Jim moved away to be
nearer Andrew. Although unable to visit us frequently, she nevertheless continued to give us her talks, setting
standards which we could all wish to emulate. She had begun to think of her next talk — on the Wyndhams —
but was reluctant to embark on what would have been her thirteenth, abowt which she was very superstitious.
Our sympathy goes out to Jim, to Michael and to Andrew and his family. Several of us were able to aitend the
funeral service at Wotton, where her grave looks out over a little valley, a most appropriate resting place for
one who began her journey in Devon and explored and enjoyed so so much of our English heritage. KH

Bappy Memories L B A o L

Your editors treasure two very happy memories of
Fay Robsonh — one was a visit she insisted upon to

Petworth House in August last year so that we could R Ut as with sadiness that e learned
family. She took us out to lunch and actualy kept bk Garter King of Frms from 1978 to
cave as we took illicit photographs of the Percy arms £ 1902, Sometime  Fitsalan

in the chapell The last time we saw her was in the

Phyllis Tuckwelt Hospice at Famham, only about ten Pursuivant, Porteallis Pursuivant

days before she died, when we had a very happy and and w‘“t‘“”" BHerald algo
animated conversation for over two hours. It was of Sir Walter Verco, Rorrey and
then that we learned what 2 major part heraldry had Tiister Ring of Avms from 1971 to
plaved in her life -~ and we are proud to be able to say 1980.  &Sometime Ronge Croix

that she was one of the staunchest supporters of Pursuivant and. Chester Hevald,
Seaxe. Thank vou Fay for vour friendship - we shal v
ali miss vou inso many wavys. i R S .. . .. .o B Ly : 's\ |
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The air is full of farewells to the dying and mournings History is neither more nor less than bwgmphy on a

for the dead - Henry Wadsworth Longfellow large scale — Aiphonse Lamartine
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1Bealth and Indusgtrpy (Partl) by John Uncles

By this time [1974] the run-down of the railway
workshops had started and the allusion in the new
arms to the town's history is played down and subtle,
being confined to symbolism in the supporters; we
now have ‘iron horses’ breathing fire and with collars
reminiscent of railway lines. Their tinctures recall the
handsome Brunswick Green livery and the profusion
of gleaming brasswork borne by GWR express
locomotives,

The green field of the arms was chosen to symbolise
the downs and countryside surrounding Swindon and
Highworth whilst the barry chief represents the River
Thames to the north. The castle again alludes to the
Vilett arms but a third tower has been added - to
recall that which featured in the base of the
Highworth RDC arms. The crest is also based on the
arms and crest of Highworth; the stockaded crown
on a hillindicating the Afigh worth and the swan - the
River Thames. The swan’s interesting collar is derived
from the arms of the Warneford family. The motto
remained as Salubritas et Industria,

For the sake of completeness, the arms granted to
Highworth RDC on 12» March 1968 were:- Per saltire
Vert and Gules, a saltire Argent between, in chief, a
mute swan rousant Proper, in base a tower Argent and
in fess two hammers erect Or. Crest:- On a wreath of
the colours, on a mount Vert issuant from a crown
vallary Or, a garb of wheat Proper, girt with a circlet
per fess embattled Sable and Argent. Motto: Magni
Consilium Pretii. [Counsel of Great Price]

For a while the attractive new arms of Thamesdown
were to be seen on the town’s municipal buses and
other vehicles but all too soon it was replaced by the
inevitable logo - based surprisingly on the letter T"
Some twenty years later Parliament had another go at
reforming local government and the politicians’
tinkering this time saw, in our area, the abolition of
the County of Avon and the establishment of various
‘unitary authorities’, resulting in the nominal
restoration of Bristol's county status and the
creation of a Bath & North East Somerset
Authority (known by local residents as ‘Banes’ since
nobody has been able to think up a better name) - an
unholy marriage of town and country if there ever
was one. But | digress and my prejudices are showing!
Thamesdown found that as from 1st April 1997 it
had become a Unitary Authority and was
henceforth to be known as the Borough of Swindon
(again!) For some time it had been felt that the
preponderance of green and blue in the arms of
Thamesdown had resulted in a coat that was not
particularly distinct, especially when viewed from a
distance, and so the new authority, like its
predecessor, immediately sought a new grant of arms.
This time, however, there was a problem in that the
new council did not feel able to justify the
expenditure involved in view of the financial problems
it faced. The solution was found in sponsorship and
the new grant of arms was paid for by Honda (UK)
Manufacturing Limited who by this time were

amongst the major emplovers in Swindon, the railway
works having been completely closed down by British
Rail Engineering Limited in 1986 - a masterpiece of
timing as the celebrations of the GWR's 150+
Anniversary were in full swing when the
announcement was made. Thanks to Honda (UK)
however a new grant of arms was obtained in early
1997, the design being undertaken by Mr Robert
Noel, then luemantle Pursuivant but now
Lancaster Berald. Surprisingly the arms do not
contain the Japanese /mon of the sponsors(!)

The arms are blazoned as follows:- Quarterly, per fess
Azure and Gules; in the first and fourth quarters, a
mural crown Argent enfiled by two hammers in saltire
Or and in the second and third quarters, a garb Or; on
a chief Argent a representation of the ‘King George V’
locomotive Proper. Crest:- Upon a helm with a wreath
Argent and Azure, upon a mount Vert within a crown
vallary Or, a swan rising Argent, legged and beaked
Proper, collared per fess embaitled Sable and Or,
supporting with the dexter claw an automobile wheel
Proper; mantled Azure doubled Argent. Supporters:-
On either side a pegasus Argent maned and unguled
Or, breathing flames Proper, about their necks a collar
Gules, pendant therefrom by a chain Gules, a crescent
Azure,

STRIAY
"l_.

As will be seen this third coat of arms for Swindon
contains elements from the previous two and in its
tincturing the shield has reverted very much to that
of the original of 1901. The castles have however
been simplified to a mural crown whilst the garb,
taken from the Highworth arms, signifies the
fertility of the area. The crest is very similar to that
of Thamesdown but the inclusion of a motor-car
wheel is interesting, the motor industry having
developed in Swindon as the railway industry
declined. The supporters have, however,
metamorphosed from iron horses into pegasi, still
breathing fire (now officially flames of knowledge’,
the winged horse, we are told, signifying wisdom,
ingenuity and industry. The crescents of the






