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Hew Bear Celebrations

Once again Nan and Pete Taylor invited all our
members to their home for a NEW YEAR PARTY
which was held on Saturday,
6 January 2001, in addition
to sending them our very
best wishes for a healthier,
accident free vear, the very
feast we «c¢an do to
acknowledge their generosity,
is to commemorate the event
with a representation of the
Taylor arms which we believe
have never before appeared
in Seaxe. It is blazoned:- Barry of eight Argent and Or on
a pile within a cotise potenty on the outer edge Azure a
wolf's head erased close Argent langued Gules

In his last issue as Hon. Editor of the dffetaldey Sazette
Pete writes - Not being an advocate of the ‘arms must
tell a story’ school of thought, there are, however, one or
two allusive features. My sons wanted something to
represent their mother, so being a Scot and a Robertson,
I ‘borrowed’ a wolf’s head from the clan arms. When in
the mood and people ask me what it means I tell them
that the little “T’s stand for my initial, or that I used a
‘tee-square’ to earn my living — all rubbish, of course, 1
Jjust like potenty!

Regrettably your editors were forced by ill health to
miss the party for the first time since they joined the
Society more years ago than they care to remember!
Nevertheless we understand it was, as usual, a great
success. Thank you Nan and Pete from all of us.

Chitorial
After several years in the wilderness, struggling on a now
outdated gffeotn computer, your editors have allowed

themselves to be dragged screaming into the 21«
century and have acquired a gfing PC - “all singing, all

dancing” which has even permitted us to register the e-
mail address - shown above. The various gfietosoft

programmes are very comprehensive but also very
complicated and a far cry from the rather more
homespun methods to which we have become
accustomed. It is, therefore, with apologies that we
present a very late $eaxe No.35, further delayed by a
bout of ill health, with the promise that we shall bring it
back to its customary standard as quickly as possible.
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Christmag Greetings

We have received another delightful hand-made
Christmas greetings card from Sedge and Hazel
Smith - this time it features the story of ool Ring
Wenceslas — and, once again, we would like to share our
pleasure with the readers of $eaxe.

Sedge writes- Wenceslas 1, Christian Duke of
Bohemia, was murdered by his pagan brother, Boleslay,
at the church door as he went to Mass. His tomb was
almost immediately reported to be the source of
miracles, and very soon he was adopted as Bohemia's
patron saint. As ruler of the country the arms atiributed
to him would have been the double-tailed, crowned
silver lion on a red field of Bohemia, but as Saint he was
represented by the black spreadeagle, symbolic in
Christian allegory of salvation and redemption, spotted
with the blood of martyrdom. Unfortunately, the story
of ®ood Ring Wenceslas was merely a figment of the
imagination of John M. Neale, Victorian writer of the
carol, but does exemplify the attitudes of benevolence
and charity that Yenceslas espoused.

GOOD KING WENCESLAS

the Feast of S~ phen,
thou knowstit, tell - ing,
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@he Ropal Burgh of Inberary

from Steve Kibbey
Steve attended a short course run by The Beraldry
Sotiety of Seotland and one outing took in Laveraty.
The following extract and illustration are taken from a
booklet published by the Society.
anetag . erected into a Burgh or Barony in 1474 in
favour of Colin, 1+ Earl of Argyll and Lord High Chancellor

Of Scotland, was made a Royal Borough in 1648 by King
Charles . The arms are most unusualin that the blazon is

“all Proper”. They follow the device on the Burgh seal of
which a 1684 impression is on record. The herring
swimming into the net recall the famous herring fishing
industry of Loch Fyne on which the town stands. The
Latin motto is something of a mystery; one suggestion
is that it means "May the fish sauce always be ready for
you".

The arms are blazoned:- In the waves of the sea, five
herring entering a herring net pendant from the sinister
chief, all Proper. Above the Shield is placed a Burghal
coronet and In an Escrol below the Shield the Motto
Semper Tibi Pendeat Halec. |t was recorded in the Lyon
Register, xxvij, 33: 27 April 1927.

e T R E Y srbsrsbssndant.

Bid Pou RBnotw?

So called “brasses”, found in many old churches, are not
made of brass at all. We learned this from a talk by
Professor Nigel Saul of Royal Holloway College, University
of London, who told us that they are thin sheets of
‘latten’ - roughly two-thirds copper and one-third zinc,
with a little lead and tin added. This plate was
manufactured mainly in Cologne and the fact that the
greatest number of brasses is found in the eastern
counties could be attributed to the volume of trade
between the east coast ports and the Continent. The
sculptors interestingly enough were known as “rmarblers”.

Bealth and Industry @Part1)

by John Uncles
Prior to the building of the Great Western Railway from
London to Bristol between 1835 and 1840, Swindon was
a small market town serving the needs of a part of
Wiltshire that was almost exclusively agricultural. The
railway passed about haif a mile to the north of the little
town and the GWR decided that the location was
admirably suitable for the establishment of its main
locomotive and other workshops.
The building of the locomative works was commenced in
1842 and within 60 years or so the area had developed
into a vast complex, emplaying some 12,000 people. The
Railway also provided houses for its workfarce with
churches, schools, parks and so an, as well as establishing
a social welfare system which is widely regarded as
Aneurin Bevan's inspiration for the post-war National
Health Service. In fact the Great Western Railway was
Swindon and the Company controlled a very wide range
of activities in the town. For many years the prominent
positions in local government were held by senior
company officers and for a while the GWR Chairman, Sir
Daniel Gooch, was MP for Cricklade. As the 19+ Century
wore on and as the town continued to expand, there was
mounting pressure for Swindon to enhance its national
standing and finally it succeeded in obtaining Borough
status in 1900.
With praiseworthy speed the new Borough of Swindon
sought the grant of arms and
these were granted in 1901, The
Arms may be blazoned as :-
Quarterly, the fesswise line
nebuly; the first quarter Azure a
pile  Argent, thereon three
crescents (2 & 1) Gules; the
second quarter Gules three twin-
towered castles (1 & 2) Argent;
the third quarter Gules a mitre Or;
and the fourth quarter Azure a
winged wheel Or; on a chief
Argent a locomotive engine
Proper. Crest:- On a wreath
Argent and Azure a right arm
Proper, the hand grasping two
hammers crossed Or. Motto:- Salubritas et Industria
Apart from the chief, not a bad effort by the College of
Arms for the turn of the last century. (I am still finding
this expression a difficult concept to graspl). The red
crescents on siver allude to the arms of the Goddard
family who held the Manor of Swindon from 1560 (the
tinctures are however reversed);, the three casties are
featured in the arms of the Vilett family, prominent local
landowners - much of the railway development in the
area was on their estate - whilst the golden mitre recalls
that the Manor of Swindon was granted after the
Conquest by William ! to his half-brother, Bishop Odo of
Bayeux. The winged wheel is a neat allusion to the
swiftness of railway travel.
But just look at that chiefl Amongst railway historians
the following unsubstantiated story is told  The
Borough, not surprisingly, had requested the College of
Arms to include a railway engine in the design of the
arms. Some correspondence ensued, the upshot of
which was that the Chief Mechanical Engineer of the






