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New Year Celebrations 
Once again Nan and Pete Taylor invited all our 
members to their home for a NEW YEAR PARTY 

which was held on Saturday, 
6th January 2001. In addition 
to sending them our very 
best wishes for a healthier, 
accident free year, the very 
least we can do to 
acknowledge their generosity, 
is to commemorate the event 
with a representation of the 
Taylor arms which we believe 
have never before appeared 

in Seaxe. It is blazoned:- Barry of eight Argent and Or on 
a pile within a cotise potenty on the outer edge Azure a 
wolf's head erased close Argent langued Gules 
In his last issue as Hon. Editor of the Heraldry Gazette 

Pete writes - Not being an advocate of the 'arms must 
tell a story' school of thought, there are, however, one or 
two allusive features. My sons wanted something to 
represent their mother, so being a Scot and a Robertson, 
I 'borrowed' a wolfs head from the clan arms. When in 
the mood and people ask me what it means I tell them 
that the little 'T's stand for my initial, or that I used a 
'tee-square' to earn my living - all rubbish, of course, I 
just like potenty! 
Regrettably your editors were forced by ill health to 
miss the party for the first time since they joined the 
Society more years ago than they care to remember! 
Nevertheless we understand it was, as usual, a great 
success. Thank you Nan and Pete from all of us. 

Editorial 
After several years in the wilderness, struggling on a now 
outdated Acorn computer, your editors have allowed 
themselves to be dragged screaming into the 21st 

century and have acquired a Tiny PC - "all singing, all 

dancing" which has even permitted us to register the e-
mail address - shown above. The various Microsoft 

programmes are very comprehensive but also very 
complicated and a far cry from the rather more 
homespun methods to which we have become 
accustomed. It is, therefore, with apologies that we 
present a very late Seaxe No.35, further delayed by a 
bout of ill health, with the promise that we shall bring it 
back to its customary standard as quickly as possible. 

Christmas Greetings 
We have received another delightful hand-made 
Christmas greetings card from Sedge and Hazel 
Smith - this time it features the story of Good King 
Wenceslas - and, once again, we would like to share our 
pleasure with the readers of Seaxe. 
Sedge writes- Wenceslas 1, Christian Duke of 
Bohemia, was murdered by his pagan brother, Boleslav, 
at the church door as he went to Mass. His tomb was 
almost immediately reported to be the source of 
miracles, and very soon he was adopted as Bohemia's 
patron saint. As ruler of the country the arms attributed 
to him would have been the double-tailed, crowned 
silver lion on a red field of Bohemia, but as Saint he was 
represented by the black spreadeagle, symbolic in 
Christian allegory of salvation and redemption, spotted 
with the blood of martyrdom. Unfortunately, the story 
of Good King Wenceslas was merely a figment of the 
imagination of John M. Neale, Victorian writer of the 
carol, but does exemplify the attitudes of benevolence 
and charity that Wenceslas espoused. 

GOOD KING WENCESLAS 
Piae Cantiones 

J.M.Neale Arr. Martin Shaw 


