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A Victorian Heraldry Day 
from Marjorie Kirby 

On Saturday, 3rd June, The Oxford Heraldry Group in 
association with The Heraldry Society, organised a 

Victorian Heraldry Day at 
Iffley, near Oxford. There 
were more than 70 members 
of heraldry societies from all 
over the country including 
five members of our own 
society. The programme 
comprised talks by three 
well-known speakers 
Steve Slater, Tony Jones 

and Keith Lovell whilst, at lunch time there was an 
opportunity to visit Iffley Church, Radley Church and the 
library at Radley College. 

The three illustrated talks related to different aspects of 
Victorian heraldry - Steve spoke on Mr. 
Brown of Trowbridge Town - Mr. 
Brown being a wealthy worthy living in the 
19th century who built the Town Hall and 
decorated it liberally with heraldry - mostly 
his own but also of others associated with 
the town. 

Stephen Slater Tony talked about a treasure house of the 
best of Victorian heraldic art - yes, of course it is in Wales -
Cardiff Castle, no less! In 
1811 part of it was turned into 
a home by the Marquess of 
Bute, its owner with coats of 
arms and gold leaf 
everywhere - beautifully 
executed and splendidly 
displayed but, nevertheless, 
with the inevitable errors 
which always give heraldists, 
whether amateur or professional, a thrill! 

Keith gave his usual masterly discourse - this 
time on 19th Century Ecclesiastical 
Heraldry - from Pugin to Comper. They 
must be about the most prolific producers of 
ecclesiastic heraldic art - Pugin's 
monumental works were accomplished in a 
short life of forty years (1812-52). Comper 
(1864-1960) spread his work over a period of 
around seventy years and was working on the 

Keith Lovell 

windows of Westminster Abbey in his late eighties. 
It was a lovely June day for the event, extremely well 
organised by John and Rita Titterton ably assisted by 
members of the Chiltern Heraldry Group and your editors take 
this opportunity of thanking them all and, of course, the 
speakers, for providing us with a most enjoyable and 
informative day. 
The arms illustrated are:-
Slater - Or three pairs of rooks wings conjoined in lure 
points upwards Sable between six cross crosslets Vert. 
Crichton-Stuart [Marquess of Bute) - Quarterly 1 & 4 Or 
a fess chequy Azure and Argent within a double tressure flory 
counterflory Gules and in dexter chief of the first quarter a 
canton of Nova Scotia. [Stuart] - 2&3 Argent a lion rampant 
Azure armed and langued Gules [Crichton]; behind the 
shield are placed in saltire a key Or having within its handle 
a fess chequy Azure and Argent and a rod Gules surmounted 
of a tower Argent masoned Sable conically capped loopholes 
and port Gules [Insignia of Office of Heritable Keeper], 
Lovell - Per bend sinister Azure and Or within a bordure 
engrailed a lion salient tailed nowed counterchanged. 

Royal Ulster Constabulary 
On Wednesday, 12th April Constable Paul Slaine received 
the (George Cross, the highest peacetime accolade the nation 
can bestow, on behalf of tens of thousands who have served 
in the Royal Ulster Constabulary. In a ceremony that 
inspired many emotions the 
dominant feeling was one of pride 
as the Queen honoured her most 
embattled police force. It is an 
honour awarded only for acts of the 
greatest heroism or the most 
conspicuous courage in 
circumstances of extreme danger. 
When the time came for Constable 
Slaine to step forward to receive 
the honour he was unable to do so 
as an IRA mortar bomb had landed 
in his patrol car on 27th March 
1992 and had blown off both his 
legs. Constable Slaine, a father of 
four, spent twenty months in hospital but then returned to 
duty and is employed in the RUC's information technology 
department. He must be delighted by the recent release of so 
many convicted murderers. 



HMS Magpie and her Badges 
by Roland Symons 

It has become the fashion recently for Royal Naval badges 
to be redrawn or even completely changed. Some have 
been altered for aesthetic reasons, some to reflect in status 
and some because the original design is now considered 
'politically incorrect'! The badge of HMS Forward for 
example originally consisted of a hunting cap and horn 
but, being the Royal Naval Reserve Establishment in 
Birmingham, it now carries the crest of the City of 
Birmingham. This may be current fashion but one change 
of badge design came as a result of a schoolboy's initiative 
in 1952. 

There have been seven Magpies in the Royal Navy. The 
first was a re-named prize - a four-gun schooner captured 

at Perros in 1807. The last 
was a sloop of the Black Swan 
Class, launched in 1943. She 
saw active service in the 
Atlantic, the Arctic and off 
Normandy whilst in 1944 she 
formed part of Captain F J 
Walker's Second Support 
Group and, along with HMS 
Starling, HMS Kite and HMS 
Wild Goose, helped in the 
sinking of U238 and U592 in 

that year. In January 1943 had been granted a badge 
consisting of a magpie volant proper. 
In September 1952 a pupil from Monkton Combe Junior 
School, in Bath, saw HMS Magpie at Gibraltar. The 
badge of the School happened to be a magpie and this 
appeared on the cover of the School's magazine. And so, 
armed with a copy of the magazine, young Michael Swift 
boarded the Magpie! This contact led to links being 
forged between the School and the ship. The captain of 
the Magpie, Commander Graham Lumsden DSC, was 

rather taken by the design of the 
magpie used by the School and which 
had been designed by the art mistress, 
Miss Bulmer. He enlisted the support 

of a previous captain of HMS Magpie, HRH Prince 
Philip, in an effort to get the ship's badge changed and in 
January 1953 a letter arrived at Monkton Combe Junior 
School stating that His Royal Highness feels that your 
magpie is nicer than the 
present ship's badge and he 
has asked me to write to the 
Admiralty to suggest that it 
might be substituted for the 
one in existence. In May 
1953 this was achieved and a 
new badge and a new badge 
was granted; this could be 
blazoned as white within an 
annulet black a magpie 
statant rousant proper. 

Apart from the bird being turned around to face the right 
way, the badge was that of Monkton Combe Junior 
School. Sir Arthur Cochrane, however, surrounded the 
badge with a black annulet. An annulet is symbolic of 
unity and friendship, here officially linking school and 
ship, but it may also be derived from the 'magpie' found 
on a shooting target. 
Sadly, in 1956, HMS Magpie went into reserve and then 
to the breakers' yard in 1959. One of Magpie's final 
appearances was to 'act' the part of HMS Amethyst in the 
film The Yangste Incident - and when Amethyst moves 
in that film, it is in reality Magpie! As a token of her 
friendship with Monkton Combe Junior, the School was 
presented with with the ship's bell and Division Trophies -
the former is still used for the christening of children of 
staff members! In 1970 another chapter in the story was 
written when the Magpie's badge made an appearance in 
the South Atlantic, this time on a postage stamp - the 
ascension 2s.6d. issue, being one of a series featuring 
Royal Naval badges. 

In 1988 Monkton Combe applied for a Grant of Arms 
and to accompany it, the Junior 
School asked for its badge to be 
registered on the same Grant. There 
was a moment of worry - could the 
School retrieve its magpie from the 
Royal Navy? Thanks to the efforts of 
Hubert Chesshyre a design was 
produced which satisfied all 
concerned. It is blazoned within an 
annulet embellished in chief with a 

fleur-de-lys Azure a magpie proper. 
Somewhere amid the cast-off clothing of the Prince of 
Wales and the Princess Royal there are two rather small 
sweaters featuring the new badge of their father's old 
command. They were given by the School as presents in 

1953! and, of course, there was the Warship Class 
diesel locomotive named Magpie but that is a story 
for the Editor to tell ! 

The Editors Tale is unfortunately all too quickly told. 
When the Railway Modernisation Plan of 1955 got under 
way the Western Region of British Railways (the old 
Great Western Railway) surprisingly obtained authority to 
pursue the development of diesel traction, based on a 
German technology, which was completely different from 
that authorised for the rest the country. As part of this 
development several hundred highly individual 
locomotives were built between between 1958 and 1963, 
including a batch of 71 intended for hauling express trains 
between London Bristol and the West of England. The 
WR in a characteristic gesture of defiance to the dictates 
then coming down from the British Railways Board gave 
these engines names commemorating well-known 
warships primarily of the World War II period. No.829 
which was built at Swindon and entered service in 1960 
was Magpie, the name being carried on impressive 
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