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Editorial 
This is the last SEAXE before the Annual General Meeting 
in September. At the monthly meeting on Thursday, 13th 
April it was decided that, in future years there would be no 
meeting in January, June, July or August thereby reducing 
the annual number of meetings to eight. 
Once again your Editors apologise for the preponderance of 
militaria but in the absence of other material from our 
members we must collect material from wherever we can -
it's up to you! 

Royal Air Force heraldry in Middlesex 
by Roland Symons 

[When Roland came to speak to the Middlesex Heraldry 

Society on Royal Air Force Badges your Editors asked 

him if he would write an article for SEAXE. He agreed but 

suggested a series based on the badges - a subject on which 

he is an expert as those of us who heard his talk can 

appreciate. So here is the first of which we hope there will 

be many.] 

Official RAF badges originated in 1936 when the then 
Chester Herald, John Heaton-Armstrong, was appointed 
to be Inspector of RAF Badges and Heraldic Adviser to 
the Air Council. Since that time more than 1100 badges 
have been approved. 353 Flying Squadrons have badges, 
which have also been given to RAF Stations, Commands, 
Groups and a host of other Units. Today, if a Unit has been 
in existence for five years, has a life expectancy of at least a 
further five years and has 150 personnel, it can apply to its 
Command for a badge. Some four new badges are approved 
every year but Units can also take over a badge used by an 

older Unit by just bringing the 
nameplate up-to-date, or can use a 
Command badge with the Unit's 
own nameplate. 
This article is about the badges of 
RAF Stations in Middlesex. 
Aircraft were based at Feltham, 
Hendon, Heston, Hounslow, 
Northolt and Uxbridge. Of these 
only Hendon, Northolt and 
Uxbridge have badges. 
RAF Uxbridge was the first of 

these stations to acquire its badge. RAF badges are given a 
blazon, but without colours:- In front of a bugle a pace-stick 
proper. The badge was approved in April 1953 and reflects 
the fact that Uxbridge was the home of No.1 RAF Depot, 

The pace stick is the drill 
sergeants' symbol and is 
indicative of the basic training 
given to many hundreds of 
recruits there. The bugle is a 
reminder that the Central Band 
of the RAF was stationed at the 
base. [The motto Juventum 
Formanus is translated as We 
form youth and is a claim that 
here is the birthplace and cradle 
of the RAF.] 

RAF Northolt was the next to have its badge approved in 
April 1962. A sword Argent pommelled Or point upwards 
the blade surmounted of a wheel 
Azure rimmed and nailed Or. 
The sword is taken from the 
badge of Fighter Command 
(Northolt was was part of 11 
Group during World War II), 
whilst the wheel represents the 
air transport role carried out at 
the Station. [The motto Aut 
Portare Aut pugnare Prompti 
means Ready to carry or fight.] 
RAF Hendon was, ironically, 

the last Station to have its 
badge approved and then not 
until 1986, less than a year before the Station was closed. A 
star of eight points Azure the lower ray of which is enfiled 
with an astral crown Or. Hendon was in at the birth of the 
RAF on 1st April 1918, hence the 'natal' star. The astral 
crown was specially invented in 1939 for use by the RAF 
and those associated with it. [Endeavour was the motto of 
the old borough of Hendon whose arms were granted in 

1932 and blazoned Azure a 
holy Lamb standing on a 
mount proper upon a Gold 
chief two windmill sails 
Sable and the crest was a 
Gold two-bladed airscrew 
erect with Gold wings 
outspread.] 



The Arms of St.Mary's 
We arc grateful to Karen Smith who, in spite of her 
more pressing problems, has found the time to unearth a 

letter from R.J.B. Noel the then 
Bluemantle Pursuivant and currently 
Lancaster Herald who acted as 
Agent for the Granting of Arms to 
St. Mary's College, Strawberry Hill. 
She has sent us passages from this 
letter which, as she says, should be 
of help. 
The blazon contained in the letter is 

Azure a cross flory between four 
martlets respectant Or on a chief 
engrailed Vert three white septafoils 

or septafoils Argent surmounted of helmet entorsed Or 
Azure Or &c. a unicorn sejant Argent winged Or armed 
and unguled* Azure supporting a cresset Vert enflamed 
Or mantled Gules doubled Argent. 
He goes on to say that the White Septafoil had already 
been selected because it symbolises both the process of 
flowering through education and learning and the 
Blessed Virgin Mary - the form presented being a 
highly stylised flower of a water lily of seven petals 
because of the significance of seven to the Virgin 
(depicted in art at each of the scenes of Her seven joys or 
with seven swords because of Her seven sorrows) and 
white because this is both the colour representing the 

primeval innocence and tabula 
rasa** on which educators work and 
of Our Lady of 
Mercy. 

Considering that 
he had never seen 
a representation of 
the arms in colour 
Pete Taylor came 

remarkably close to what Bluemantle 
envisaged except that he fell into the 
same trap as your less enlightened editors and described 
the cross as patonce (Colville) when it should have been 
flory (Swinnerton). 

Colville 

Swinnerton 

*For the benefit those readers who, like your editors, are 
not too well versed in unusual terms - unguled means 
describing the hooves of animals when of a different 
tincture from their bodies. 

**The Latin phrase tabula rasa means literally 'a scraped 
writing tablet' and is used most often to denote a mind 
devoid of preconceptions. A newborn child is presumed to 
be a tabula rasa. [Eugene Ehrlich] 

Militaria No. 28 -
The King's Shropshire Light Infantry 

The King's Shropshire Light Infantry has undergone 
more titular changes than most regiments. The Regiment 

was raised in 1755 as the 55th Foot 
but its title was changed to 53rd Foot 
in 1757 and to 53rd (Shropshire) 
Foot in 1782.. In 1794 the 85th, or 
Bucks Volunteers, Regiment was 
raised and, after a number of title 
changes became the 85th (Bucks 
Volunteers) (The King's Light 
Infantry) Regiment in 1821. The 
Shropshire Regiment (King's Light 
Infantry) was formed by the 

amalgamation of the 53rd (Shropshire) Foot and the 
85th (Bucks Volunteers) (The 
King's Light Infantry) Regiment 
in May 1881 and the two regiments 
became the 1st and 2nd Battalions 
respectively. This title was short 
lived and was changed to 
The King's Shropshire Light 
Infantry in My of the same year. 

It remained as such through two 
world wars until 1968 when it 
became the 3rd Battalion The 
Light Infantry. 
[See Seaxe No.17 of April, 1997] 
Probably the Regiment's best 
known officer is Field Marshal 

Lord Raglan (1788-1855) who was the Commander-in 
Chief of the army during the Crimean campaign and so is 
eternally involved in the orders leading up to the 
disastrous Charge of the Light Brigade. But perhaps the 
most interesting is Field Marshal Sir John Fitzgerald 
(1784-1877) who was 93 years old when he died and had 
held commissioned rank for 84 years! 
Among its nicknames are Brickdusts - a name derived 
from the brick red facings of the 53rd Foot - also known 
as me Five and Threepennies - a play on their old 
number and the daily rate of pay of an ensign (subaltern). 
Another nickname was The Young Bucks referring to the 
county in which the 2nd Battalion was raised. 
The King's Shropshire Light Infantry fought in the 
Peninsular War and at Salamanca the Regiment was 
involved in me first large scale battle in that campaign and 
suffered the loss of 142 officers and men. The Regiment 
was involved in me two Sikh Wars, me Indian Mutiny and 
in the Boer War being awarded me battle honour -
Paardeburg. During the Great War at Bligny, near Reims, 
the conduct of the Regiment was such that Field Marshal 
Sir Douglas Haig issued a Special Order of the Day 
which read the 1/4th Battalion of the King's Shropshire 
Light Infantry, which had been held in reserve, was 
called upon to counter-attack an important position from 
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