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This is the last Seaxe before the Annual General Meeting
in September. At the monthly meeting on Thursday, 13th
April it was decided that, in future years there would be no
meeting in January, June, July or August thereby reducing
the annual number of meetings to eight.

Once again your Editors apologise for the preponderance of
militaria but in the absence of other material from our
members we must collect material from wherever we can -
it's up to you!
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Ropal dir Jforce Beraldry in Middlegex
by Roland Symons

[When Roland came to speak to the fHliddlegex Heraldry
Sotiety on Royal Air Force Badges your Editors asked
him if he would write an article for Seaxe. He agreed but
suggested a series based on the badges - a subject on which

he is an expert as those of us who heard his talk can
appreciate. So here is the first of which we hope there will

be many.]

Official RAF badges originated in 1936 when the then
Chester Herald, John Heaton-Armstrong, was appointed
to be Inspector of RAF Badges and Heraldic Adviser to
the Air Council. Since that time more than 1100 badges
have been approved. 353 Flying Squadrons have badges,
which have also been given to RAF Stations, Commands,
Groups and a host of other Units. Today, if a Unit has been
in existence for five years, has a life expectancy of at least a
further five years and has 150 personnel, it can apply to its
Command for a badge. Some four new badges are approved
every year but Units can also take over a badge used by an

older Unit by just bringing the
nameplate up-to-date, or can use a
Command badge with the Unit's
own nameplate.

This article is about the badges of
RAF Stations in Middlesex.
Aircraft were based at Feltham,
Hendon, Heston, Hounslow,
Northolt and Uxbridge. Of these
only Hendon, Northolt and
Uxbridge have badges.

RAF Uxbridge was the first of
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these stations to acquire its badge. RAF badges are given a
blazon, but without colours:- In front of a bugle a pace-stick
proper, The badge was approved in April 1953 and reflects
the fact that Uxbridge was the home of No.1 RAF Depot,

2 The pace stick is the drill
sergeants'’ symbol and is
indicative of the basic training
given to many hundreds of
recruits there. The bugle is a
reminder that the Central Band
of the RAF was stationed at the
base. [The motto Juventum
Formanus is translated as We
form youth and is a claim that
w5, here is the birthplace and cradle

" of the RAF.]

RAF Northolt was the next to have its badge approved in
April 1962. A sword Argent pommelled Or point upwards
the blade surmounted of a wheel
Azure rimmed and nailed Or.
The sword is taken from the
badge of Fighter Command
(Northolt was was part of 11
Group during World War II),
whilst the wheel represents the
air transport role carried out at
the Station. [The meotto Aut
Portare Aut pugnare Prompti
means Ready to carry or fight.]
RAF Hendon was, ironically,
the last Station to have its
badge approved and then not
until 1986, less than a year before the Station was closed. A
star of eight points Azure the lower ray of which is enfiled
with an astral crown Or. Hendon was in at the birth of the
RAF on 1st April 1918, hence the 'natal’ star. The astral
crown was specially invented in 1939 for use by the RAF
and those associated with it. [Endeavour was the motto of
the old borough of Henden whose arms were granted in
- 1932 and blazoned Azure a
holy Lamb standing on a
mount proper upon a Gold
chief two windmill sails
Sable and the crest was a
Gold two-bladed airscrew
erect with Gold wings
outspread.]







