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Invitation 
Nan and Pete Taylor have generously invited all 

members of the Society to their home for a 
New Year Party on Saturday, 8th January 2000 

It is difficult to express our gratitude for what has 
almost become an institution without appearing 

to take things for granted. Anyway many 
thanks to them both for trying to get us all together 

for our first social function of the new century. 

Visit of our Patron 
It is appropriate that our first speaker of the new century is 

our Patron Hubert Chesshyre, LVO, 
MA, FSA who is not only Clarenceux 
King of Arms but also Secretary of The 
Most Noble Order of 
the Garter. We hope 
that all members will 
be present to give him 
a "right royal 
welcome" and we also 

hope that we may be joined by 
members of other societies wishing to hear what promises to 
be an enlightening talk on a fascinating subject by one of the 
most senior officers of the College of Heralds. 

Middlesex Heraldry Society Reguardant 
by Margaret Young 

Long ago, in fact in 1980, we visited the Manor House at 
Chenies in Buckinghamshire, and the Bedford Chapel in 
the Church. We needed permission from the Bedford 
Estates Office for this as the chapel is not open to the public 

and is usually locked. On entering we 
were overwhelmed by the sight of so many 
monuments, windows, etc. all displaying 
heraldry of the Russell family. We were 
asked if we would like to bring the records 
up to date as nothing had been done since 
1892 since when there had been an 

enlargement of the Chapel and a number of additions and 
alterations had been made. Such was. our enthusiasm that we 
asked to be allowed to make a complete record of all the 
heraldry in the Chapel. Permission was granted and we set 
about our "monumental" task whole-heartedly. 
Altogether the Chapel contains 18 banners, 24 corbels, 
10 hatchments, 16 monuments each bearing several shields, 
and 33 plaques. There are seven windows each with two 
shields and another with five shields all in stained glass. 
Seven of them are the work of C. E. Kempe and the eighth 
is for Hastings, the 9th Duke and his wife, Elizabeth 
Sackville West, and is by H.B.Powell. The heraldry of 119 
families is represented in the arms in the Chapel. The 
earliest tomb is for John Russell who was created Earl of 
Bedford for his services to Henry VIII and he was also 
given Woburn Abbey. The Chenies estate came into his 
possession through his wife. 
The 2nd Earl, Sir Francis, married Margaret St. John and 
their impaled arms appear on one end of their monument. 
The Russell lion is one supporter and the St. John monkey is 
the other. The monkey 
commemorated an incident 
in the family history when 
their home caught fire and, 
in the confused evacuation it 
was not realised that the 
baby had been left behind. 
However the pet monkey 
appeared on the roof 
carrying the child from 
where it was possible to 
rescue them. The 4th Earl 
and his wife were responsible for making Woburn the 
family home as they escaped from The Great Plague in 
1625, settled at Woburn and had much updating and 
renovating carried out. 

Editorial 
As we approach the end of the 20th century I must say that 
jointly editing Seaxe has given Marjorie and me endless 
satisfaction [and a good deal of worry!] I hope that we shall 
be well enough [and sufficiently compos mentis] to carry on 
for another year or two. In the meantime we must take this 
unique opportunity of thanking our contributors for the 
wealth of knowledge and skill they have been generous 
enough to give us over the years. What better way could 
there be of ending the century than taking a look back at the 
recording of the Bedford Chapel which many people think 
was the Middlesex's "finest hour"? And not to be forgotten 
are our readers for their encouragement which has made the 
production of every issue a great pleasure. Thank you all -
see you in 2000! 



The monument for the 5th Earl and 1st Duke and his 
wife, Anne Carr, is very large and they both appear on it 
looking very sad, perhaps because their son had been 
executed for his part in the Rye Plot in 1683. It was later, 
in the reign of William and Mary that the Earl was given 
a Dukedom as a form of apology. A monument with a 

Russell/Peyronnet Peyronnet/Whitfield Russell /Rawdon 

difference is that of Lord Arthur Russell, brother of the 
9th Duke, and his wife, Laura Peyronnet. It is in the 
form of a bronze candelabra and has four shields inscribed 
on enamel and, above them, four statuettes representing 
Love, Courage, Truth and Faith. It is dated 1892. 
A very interesting shield is that of the 11th Duke and his 
wife, Mary Tribe, who was known as the "Flying 
Duchess" as she travelled all over the world in her own 

aeroplane. She was eventually 
killed in an air crash in 1937. The 
Duke had a shield designed for 
her, divided quarterly and 
depicting events in her travels. 
They are very picturesque but not 
at all heraldic in design and were 
not accepted by the College of 
Arms. However the Duke would 

not be governed by the ruling and the shield appears on a 
plaque in the Chapel impaled by the Russell arms. 
I have described but a few of the magnificent monuments 
and shields of arms to be seen which include the arms of 
other families including Ambrose Dudley, 1st Earl of 
Warwick, who married Anne Russell in 1565; Spencer 
and Leveson-Gower which appear on a banner for the 4th 
Duke; Clifford on a hatchment for Commander John 
Russell; Newburgh, Grandison, Berkeley, De Vere, 
Beauchamp and many more. 
Having completed our researches a book was compiled 
with historic information, descriptions of tombs, an 
armorial and ordinary of arms - all the work of Nan and 
Pete Taylor with the illustrations by Pete throughout. 
Copies were sent to the Duke, then resident abroad; his 
son, the Marquis of Tavistock, at Woburn; the Bedford 
Estates Office and to Mrs Atkinson at Chenies who had 
been so helpful to us. 

Arms displayed are :-
Russell* - Argent a lion rampant Gules on a chief Sable 
three escallops of the first. - Argent a lion rampant Gules 
on a chief Sable three escallops of the first. 
De la Tour* - Azure a tower Argent. 
Froxmere* - Sable a griffin segreant between three cross 
crosslets fitchy Argent. 
Herringham* - Gules three herrings haurient Argent. 
Hussey - Or a cross Vert. 

Laxham* - Sable three 
mallets Argent 
Muschamp* - Or three 
bars Gules a crescent 
for difference. 
Oldham* - Gules a lion 
rampant Ermine. 
Peyronnet - Argent a 
chevron Gules between 
three molets Azure in 
base a crescent Gules 
on a chief Azure a dagger in fess point to dexter Or. 
[Father of Laura, wife of Lord Arthur] 
Rawdon - Argent a fess between three pheons Sable. 
[Mother of Lord Arthur] 
St. John - Argent on a chief Gules two molets Or. 
Sapcote* - Sable three dovecotes Argent a crescent (or 
molet) for difference. 
Seamark* - Argent on a cross Gules five molets Or. 
Tame* - Argent a fess between three crescents Gules. 
Tribe (Du Courroy) - Quarterly per fess indented Azure 
and Argent [1] Representation of the aeroplane "The 
Spider" flying downwards from the clouds. [2] Upon 
sand a common tern arising [3] Issuant from sand a 
bamyan tree and in base water. [4] In front of a 
representation of the Wille Glacier "Jan Meyen" rising 
from the sea, the steam yacht "Sapphire" at anchor. All 
proper. 
Whitfield - Argent a bend cotised all engrailed Sable. 
[Mother of Laura, wife of Lord Arthur] 
Wyse* (or Wise) - Sable three chevronels Ermine with a 
crescent for difference. 
*Arms marked thus are as shown above on the arms of 
John, 1st Earl of Bedford and his wife, Anne Sapcote. 

Union on a memorial 
plaque in the church. 
Bill writes - Old 
Alresford Place was 
once the rectory and 
home of Mary Sumner 
the founder of the 
Mothers' Union. I 
have just finished a 
small book on the 
heraldry and had some 
problems with the two 
shields illustrated. I 
knew there was some 
connection with the 
Sumner family for the 
shield on the left but I 
was at a loss to find 
anything for the one on 
the right. The Archivist 
at the Headquarters of 
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IN THANKFUL REMEMBRANCE 
OF THE LIFE AND WORK OF 

MARY SVMNER 
WIFE OF GEORGE HENRY SUMNER 
RECTOR OF OLD ALRESFORD 1851 
AND BISHOP OF GUILDFORD 1888 
IN 1875 WITH THE HELP OF 
HER HUSBAND SHE FOUNDED 

THE MOTHERS' UNION 
AS A SOCIETY TO UPHOLD 
CHRISTIAN MARRIAGE AND TO 
SANCTIFY THE HOMES OF THE PEOPLE 
ENDOWED WITH SPECIAL GIFTS OF 
BODY MIND & SOUL SHE WAS ENABLED 
BY THE GRACE OF GOD TO QUICKEN AND 
INSPIRE WITH HER LOVE & ZEAL THE 
HEARTS OF MANY IN THIS GREAT WORK 

THROUGHOUT THE WORLD 

The Mothers Union 
Before Bill and Rita Burgess left Alresford they wrote to 
us and enclosed a photograph of the arms of the Mothers' 


