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Obituary - we have received the following tribute from 

Chairman, Kay Holmes;-

We were very sorry to hear of the death of 

Jack Webley 
one of the longest serving members of this Society. 

Joint Editors - Don & Marjorie Kirby, 2 Jamnagar Close, Staines, Middlesex TW18 2JT (01784 456049) 

(Founded 1976) September 1999 

Jack's last few years could not have been easy 
either for him or for his wife, Peggy, a keen fellow 
member, to whom we offer our sincere sympathy. 

He will always be remembered for his amusing 
talks based on his extremely well researched 

expert knowledge of Green Men & Woodwoses. 

The Swindon Hooter - by Marjorie Kirby 
As promised and following the visit to Lydiard Tregose 
here is the almost unbelievable story of the Swindon Hooter. 

It was a whistle similar to 
those borne by steamships 
and was mounted on the 
roof of the fitting and 
machine shop of the Great 
Western Railway Works 
at Swindon. It had a range 
of 12-15 miles and every 
morning, except Sunday, it 
whistled at 5.15, 5.45 and 
6.00 am and could be 
heard in Swindon and the 

surrounding villages. Its purpose was to ensure that factory 
workers did not oversleep. 
However, in 1868, Henry St. John, 5th Viscount 
Bolingbroke, felt compelled to complain 
to the GWR in that he could not get a 
good night's sleep when staying at his 
home - Lydiard Tregose. The railway 
company, anxious to appease the local 
landowner, erected a screen round the 
hooter which reduced the noise west of 
Swindon where Lydiard Tregose lay. 
The lower volume of sound was not 
sufficient to waken some of the workers 

but even so Lord Henry was not satisfied and reported that it 
was detrimental to his health - bad for his heart his doctor 
said! So, in 1873, the Swindon Advertiser printed his 
application for the abolition of the hooter. 
This caused a furore and set the "working" population 
against the "leisured" lord. Letters and poems poured into 
the newspaper offices - many, including some from his his 
lordship's own staff and tenants, stating that they relied on 
this early morning call. A petition signed by 4,339 people 
and 43 yards long begged that the hooter licence should not 

be withdrawn. The Swindon Town 
Hall was packed for the Inquiry and 
tempers ran high but because of the 
medical evidence the licence was 
revoked. 
Swindon's workers did not take this 
lying down and held a protest meeting 
at the Mechanics Institute early in 
1875. As a result the case was 
reassessed and, as Lord Bolingbroke 
had been the sole objector and as he 
only resided within earshot during the 
shooting season (two months a year) a 
new hooter was designed but which 

SWINDON operated on a different principle. So 
the workmen's boon was back in place and his lordship lived 
to see his 80th year, despite the hooter's "roaring and 
distracted noise"! Hooters in various forms continued to 
sound from the GWR factory until its closure in 1986. 
The arms of St. John were illustrated and blazoned in 
Seaxe No.28 - the crest surmounted by a Viscount's coronet 
is:- On a mount Vert a falcon rising Or belled of the last 
ducally gorged Gules. 
Other arms -
Great Western Railway:- Arms of the City of London 
surmounted by a crest:- On a wreath Argent and Gules the 
sinister wing of a dragon Argent charged on the underside 
with a cross Gules. The motto Domine Dirige Nos 
translates as Lord direct us. Alongside are the Arms of the 
City of Bristol:- Gules on the sinister side a Silver castle 
with two domed towers, on each a banner charged with the 
cross of St. George, standing on a cliff proper, and in dexter 
base barry wavy Argent and Azure, and issuing therefrom a 
Gold ship sailing from a port in the tower of the castle, 
masts and rigging Sable and on each mast a Gold round-top, 
a sail spread on the foremast and a sail furled on the 
mainmast, both Argent. The crest is:- On a wreath Argent 
and Gules, two bent arms rising from the clouds, the 
forearms crossed, the dexter hand grasping a snake and the 



other holding a pair of scales; the arms and snake proper 
and the scales Gold. The supporters are:- two sitting 
unicorns and the motto is:- Virtute et Industria which 
translates as By virtue and industry. 
Swindon - Arms:- Quarterly per fess nebuly Azure and 
Gules; 1st quarter - a pile Argent thereon three crescents 
Gules; 2nd quarter - three castles one and two Argent; 
3rd quarter - a mitre Or; 4th quarter - a winged wheel 
Or; on a chief Argent a locomotive engine proper. The 
crest is:- On a wreath Argent and Azure, a right arm 
proper, the hand grasping two hammers in saltire Or. 
The motto is:- Salubritas et Industria which translates as 
Health and Industry. 

Lady between two kneeling figures. High above Our 
Lady is a larger coat of arms exactly the same as on the 
columns at street level. This is the Museo de Bellas Artes 
formerly the Convento de la Merced which was built in 
the 17th century by Juan de Oviedo but the baroque 
doorway, just described, was added in the 18th century. 
Today there are no monks but the beautiful church and 
courtyards of their convent remain. Here, hung on the 
walls of the nave, apse and transept of the church and in 
the refectory are the works of two of Spain's finest artists -
Murillo and Zurburan. In the church the ceilings are 
baroque adorned with figures, presumably from the 
Scriptures and surrounded by gold decoration. At 
strategic points are the arms we saw on entering the 

building but, this time, in glorious 
colour:- Or four pales Gules 
(for Aragon) and in chief also Gules 
a cross paty (for the Church of 
Barcelona) - the arms of the Order of 
Our Lady of Mercy. 
The Order is known by various 
names - The Order of Knights of St 

Mary de Merced in Aragon, 1 The Order of Our Lady of 
Mercy,2 The Sacred and Military Order of Our Lady of 
Mercy,3 and The Order of Our Lady of Ransom. 4 It was 
founded in 1218 by James I of Aragon (nicknamed the 
invincible). He was taken prisoner by Simon de 
Montfort in France and, while in captivity, suffered great 
hardship. He made a vow to Our Lady that if he were to 
gain his freedom he would endeavour to obtain the release 
of Christian prisoners of the Moors. James was was 
eventually freed and, after consulting with Raymond de 
Penafort, (a Dominican friar) and Pedro Nolasco (a 
noble cavalier), he founded an order of knights in 
Barcelona called La Nueva Merced 5 so named by the 
Virgin Mary who appeared at the same time to all three 
men. Pedro Nolasco was the first General of the Order. 6 

By all accounts the Order never had a large membership, 
perhaps no more than a hundred knights at any one time 
but nevertheless they were successful in obtaining the 
freedom of many hundreds of captured Christians by 
paying ransom to the Moors. 
There are in the Museum four paintings depicting scenes 
of the knights and monks performing their various duties. 
The arms of the Order which had received the approval of 
Pope Gregory IX in 1235 are clearly visible on their 
cloaks and mantles. 7 It appears that original membership 
comprised knights only who wore a coat and scapular of 
a common sort of coarse white cloth. Their coat was 
garnished with cordons and ribbons, wherewith they 
fastened it about their necks, and from the upper end 
thereof issued a cap that covered half their head. Later 
monks were admitted to the Order and they wore their 
coats and scapulars reaching down to their feet - those of 
the knights were much shorter.8 

On 15th July 1251, at Zaragossa, at the request of the 
second General, Guliemo de Bas, King James granted 
arms to the Order of Our Lady of Mercy. He decreed 
that the members of the Order should wear upon their 
scapulars* an escutcheon of arms:- Or four pales Gules 
and in chief also Gules a cross paty.9 The knights wore 
their escutcheon of arms on their scapulars but the monks 
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The silent hooter was synonymous with the end of an era 
and this final tribute in verse from Warwick Forrester of 
South Marston says it all:-

They say the hooter's silent 
And there's no more work inside 

With all the ghosts departing 
The railway works has died 

No hammer blow or scrape of file 
Or rivets resonant ring 

No oily toil worn skilful hands 
To service "Tank or King". 

They say the hooter's silent 
No cabs or wheels or frames 

No "motion" on "the balance" 
Or cast and gleaming names 
No showing of impatience 

The blast of steam and smoke 
Just a whistle down the distance 

Beloved of Swindon folk. 

They say the hooter's silent 
As the Adver' has remarked 
The siding rails are rusting 

The workshops still and dark 
Like a heart that's finished beating 

A way of life now gone 
No matter what the future brings 

The hooter - echoes on! 

The Sacred and Military Order of 
Our Lady of Mercy or 

The Order of Our Lady of Ransom 
by Steve Kibbey 

Just off the Calle de Alphonso XII, north-west of the 
cathedral in Seville, is a richly decorated pink building -
on either side of the entrance rise two columns beautifully 
and decoratively carved. Approximately six feet from 
ground level on each column is a coat of arms:- four pales 
and in chief a cross paty. The columns terminate just 
above the arch of the large entrance door and, above the 
doorway, set in a recessed window, is a statue of Our 



wore them on their mantles. In 1232 Pope Gregory XI 
prescribed to the Master and the fraternity the Rule of St. 
Augustine. The knights professed conjugal chastity 
obedience to their superiors. 1 0 In 1261 the Order was 
extended by Mary Du Secours of Barcelona1 1 to include 
both sexes. In 1317, on the death of the seventh General, 
Arnoldo Rosiniol, an argument broke out among the 
knights and the monks and priests as to who should 
succeed Rosiniol. The knights wanted Berengario 
Hostales - the monks and priests wanted Raimundo 

Alberto - so the dispute was 
referred to the Pope, John XXII. 
On 17th November 1317 Pope 
John declared that he thought it 
convenient for them to have a 
Master General who was a priest 
and that, for the future, no layman 
should be elected General. The 
judgement did not please the 
knights - in fact they were so 
unhappy that virtually to a man 
(about sixty at the time) they quit 

the Order and joined the Order of Montessa 1 2 which had 
been founded in 1312 by King James II of Aragon. The 
principle aim of the Order was to defend Aragon against 
the Moors. Its membership was restricted to the Catholic 
nobility. 
The Order of Our Lady of Mercy carried on until at least 
the 18th century before it became extinct. As an 
interesting postscript Alice, Duchess of Dudley was 
created into that dignity by King Charles I by Letters 
Patent under the Great Seal of England bearing the date at 
Oxford of 23rd May in the 22nd year of his reign. She 
died on 22nd January 1668, aged 90. In her will she 
bequeathed £100 per annum and for ever to be imployed 
for redemption of captives of the English nation, 
According to Ashmole a copy of the Patent is entered in 
the Earl Marshal's book at the College of Arms. 

The King's Arms at Amersham 
- by Leslie Pierson 

Nikolaus Pevsner in his The Buildings of England -
Buckinghamshire comments that there is much fakery at 
the King's Arms. All west of the carriage arch is an 
original 16th century hall-and-cross-wing house, 
glamorised in 1936 when E.B.Musman made the east 
part (also timber framed but later) look Tudor with 
timbering, an east gable, dormer and new chimney stack. 
The same comment can be made about the present inn 
sign for although above the coat of arms, which purports 
to be the royal arms of Henry VIII, are the initials HR 
(Henricus Rex), some unauthorised alterations have been 
made. 

Shown here is the full heraldic achievement of 
Henry VIII with the shield guarded and upheld by 
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If you ever visit Seville I recommend a visit to the 
Museo de Bellas Artes where entrance is free to all 
members of the European Union on production of your 
passport. However, a word of warning - there is no 
refreshment area or shop so you will be unable to buy any 
postcards of the pictures and sculptures you are going to 
see. Inside you will find tranquility in three courtyards 
each with a fountain in the middle giving blessed relief 
from the heat of the day. Walk through the museum's 
fourteen rooms giving thought to times past when monks 
walked the same floors praying all the while for, raising 
money for and eventually paying for the release of men 
being held captive in indescribable conditions. The 
knights and monks have long since gone but their coats of 
arms are still there to be seen. They are reminders of the 
days of chivalry and noble ideas. How many visitors to 
the museum who look at the ceiling and see these arms 
have any idea of the joy experienced by a prisoner who 
has spent many years in a hot, stinking cell on seeing 
these arms on the scapular or mantle of the knight or 
monk who has been sent to take him home. 
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i. San Pedro Nolasco redimiendo Cautivos 
ii. San Pedro despidiendosa de Jaime I el conquistador 

Both paintings are by Alonso Vazquiez (1540-1608) 
iii. Aparicion de la Virgen a San Ramon Nonnatav. 
iv. San Pedro Nolasco embarca para redimir Cautivos 

The above are by Francisco Pacheco (1554-1644) 
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[*Scapular = short cloak - from the Latin scapula [plural] 
= shoulder blades. According to the OED it was 
prescribed by the Rule of St. Benedict to be worn by 
monks when engaged in manual labour and adopted by 
certain religious orders as a part of their ordinary 
costume.] 

[Your Editors are deeply indebted to Ron Brown for his 
research work and also for the loan of all the books -
notated - to which Steve Kibbey refers.] 


