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The arms of the MERCERS' COMPANY itself are:- Gules
issuant from a bank of clouds a figure of the Virgin couped
at the shoulders proper vested in a Crimson robe adorned
with Gold the neck encircled by a jewelled necklace crined
Or and wreathed about the temples with a chaplet of roses
alternately Argent and of the first and crowned with a
celestial crown: the whole within a bordure of clouds also
proper.

Crest - On a wreath of the colours issuant from a bank of
clouds proper a figure of the Virgin as in the Arms.

Arms recorded at the Visitations of 1568, 1634 and 1687 -
confirmed and crest granted 22nd April 1911.
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The School

In 1542 the Mercers' School with Thomas Freeman as
first schoolmaster could have been a continuation of the
school in the parish of St. Mary Colechurch. under the
patronage of the Master of the Hospital of St Thomas
Acon in the late fifteenth century. The main subjects
taught were Latin and Greek as education at this time was
aimed at entry into the Church. The School was held in
the small chapel of the previous hospice. At the end of the
sixteenth century it was accepted that the schoolmaster
should have fifteen private fee paying pupils in addition to
the twenty-five free places and extra accommodation was
granted to the School in the north aisle of the church of
St.Thomas. Regulations laid down that there should be no
damage to church monuments, seats, ceiling, wainscot,
walls or windows. Allotment of places was to be agreed
by the Company but the 1607 review stated that the
twenty-five free scholars should be children of Mercers,
especially where the parents were poor, but no Mercer
could have more than two free places. The review also
added writing and arithmetic to the curriculum.

In both 1636 and 1641 the City suffered outbreaks of
plague and, in the 1665 Great Plague the School closed
from Summer 1665 to Spring 1666. The Great Fire
followed in 1666 and destroyed Mercers' Hall and the
School. The Company moved its Hall to the site of St.
Thomas's Church which would not be rebuilt. The School
had no endowed funds and was dependent on the Mercers'
Company but money was in short supply after demands
for rebuilding and contributions towards the King's wars.
However in 1672 a School building was opened on the site
of St. Mary Colechurch. A small endowment came to the
School on the death of Thomas Rich, a former pupil, who
left property in West Ham and St. Mary Axe to provide
education for two poor boys at the Schoo! and later, at
Oxford or Cambridge. His bequest also included education
for some poor children of Lambeth and an augmentation to
the salary of the Master of the Mercers' Chapel School.
By 1721 the fortunes of the School were at a low ebb and
there were only four pupils attending. This period saw the
decline of many of the smaller schools;  wealthier
merchants were moving house to West London. The
school buildings were small and the Mercers' Company
also had trustee responsibility for St Paul's, Dauntseys and
Richard Collyer's Schools. The Company itself was
stretched for funds owing to continuing demands from the
Crown. In 1743 there were twenty-three free scholars but
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twenty years later this number had declined to sixteen plus
eleven fee payers. In 1778 the Company Renter Warden
asked an inspector to check over the School and he
suggested that writing and accounts be added to the
teaching programme to suit the class of children attending.

In 1784 the School moved to Budge Row but that building
was later destroyed by fire. The next move was to a house
opposite St. Antholin's Church in Watling Street. The
Company set up a committee to examine the state of the
School which recommended that the Master and Wardens
of the Company should take on the management of the
School and that the curriculum be broadened to include
subjects more useful to boys going into trade and
commerce. The Company agreed and also became the
School's governing body. The next move was to Red Lion
Court, Watling Street at which time there was only one
pupil recorded. Matters improved and by the end of 1805
there were twenty-five foundation scholars.  More
permanent quarters were obtained at a Company house in
College Hill which became the Headmaster's house with a
schoolroom in the attic for twenty-five boys and two
members of staff. In 1820 there were new Rules and
Orders which laid down that no boy was to be admitted to
the School unless he could read English correctly and write
well enough to do Latin exercises. Parents were to provide
their sons with books, wax tapers in winter and to send the
boys to School in a neat and tidy state. No absences were
to be tolerated except for sickness.

The School grew in popularity and a committee report in
1825 recommended increasing the number of pupils to
seventy. A new building was required and the Company
decided to build on the site of the three houses they owned
in College Hill. The new building with an impressive
classical frontage was ready in 1832 having two floors -
part being on piers over a covered playground. The ground
floor had two rooms for the Headmaster's use and, on the
first floor, there were a large classroom, a library and a
lobby. There was a house and garden for the Headmaster.
Assistant masters were appointed to teach classics and
writing. At Christmas 1839 the Rev. Isaac Wright retired
after thirty-five years as Headmaster - the longest service
in the School's history During his tenure a broader
curriculum had developed - the subjects taught covered
geography, Roman history, English, Greek and Latin
Grammar. classical antiquities, ecclesiastical and civil
history, writing, arithmetic and merchants’ accounting.
From 1840 to 1861 the Headmaster was the Rev John
Smith and during his service the School curriculum was
again modernised. In 1861 the Governors examined the
objectives of the School and curriculum but it was not until
1868 that it was agreed that, as most boys were destined
for professional or commercial life, the teaching of too
much Greek was a waste of time.

In 1865 came a move towards a national educational
system with the advent of a questionnaire from the Royal
Commission. The Company refused to complete this and
claimed that the School was not endowed. The
Commission protested that that the School was endowed
with the estate Henry VII had granted to the Company in
1541. To this the Company replied that they had bought
the estate for cash and, although it was a condition that
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