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Editorial - from Marjorie Kirby 

O n Sa turday . 10th Apri l fourteen m e m b e r s of the Middlesex 
Heraldry Society augmented by three member s of the 
Chilterns and Bath Societies visited Lyd iard Tregose to see 
the house and church . Lyd iard H o u s e was for many years , 
(15th - 20th centuries) one of the h o m e s of the St. John 
family but . in 1943, S w i n d o n Corporat ion bought the 
parkland and house - a haven of peace only a mile or so from 
S w i n d o n itself which certainly could not c la im that 

dist inct ion. The 
St. John family came 
from Normandy 
originally and have 
marr ied into some of the 
most illustrious families 
in the country 
Beauchamp, Beaufort , 
Rich , Spencer and 
Vill iers. In the 17th 
century John St. John 
became a baronet and , in 
the 18th century, Henry 
was created Viscount 

Neither to seek nor to despise honours. Bolingbroke 
A r m s : - Argent on a chief Gules two molets Or. 
Crest: - On a mount Vert a falcon rising Or ducally gorged 
Gules. 
Supporters : - Dexter A falcon wings displayed Or ducally 
gorged Gules - Sinister An eagle wings displayed Or 
charged on the breast with the h a m e s [an ancient badge of 
the family of Tregoze which Debret t says resembles an 
antique shield rimmed gold, the field per pale Argent and 
Gules and charged with a crescent Sable thereon a label of 
three points Or]. 
M o t t o : Nec Quaerere Nec Spernere Honorem (Neither to 
seek nor to despise honours) 
Today the house , which was built in 1743, has only the 
ground floor furnished but there is a most comprehens ive 
collection of portraits of the St. John family in the hall , 
d in ing room, d rawing room and state bedroom. 
But it is the church which d raws the heraldists - St Mary ' s is 
of 13th century origin and boasts 15th century wall paint ings 
as well as an East w i n d o w by A b r a h a m Van Linge which 
t races the descent of the St. John family. Sadly it was 
boarded up at the t ime of our visit because it had recently 
been vandal ised. There are some impressive m o n u m e n t s to 
the St. John family - the oldest (1592) shows Nicholas 
and Elizabeth St. John, side by side, under a canopy 

covered with heraldry. T h e St. John t omb was des igned by 
the 1st Baronet fourteen years before his death and depic t s 
h is first and second wives and their thirteen chi ldren. Then 
there is the G o l d e n C a v a l i er in memory of Captain 
Edward St. John w h o died for the Royalist cause in the 
Civil W a r . Best of all is the triptych which is the first 
baronet 's t r ibute to his parents where the central panel is a 
picture of them with their six daughters . T h e front four 
panels are covered with e laborate family trees and when the 
t w o oute rmos t panels are opened more genealogy can be 
seen. All this was added between 1683 and 1718. W h e n the 
t w o inner panels are opened there is ext ravagant use of 
perspect ive to show the children gathered round their parents 
w h o are kneel ing on a tomb . 

This descript ion of the triptych is taken from the guide book 
as our biggest d i sappoin tment was to find it c losed -
apparent ly anyone w h o wishes to see it must te lephone the 
vicar in advance . [Tel. No . 0 1 7 9 3 870244] Despi te this 
setback it was a lovely visit on a glor ious spring day and we 
were able to sit in a small parking place over looking a 
delightful English country scene - quite unaware that a very 
short dis tance away was modern Swindon - not a pretty 
sight! 
1 could write much more about the St. John family 
particularly Lord Henry Bolingbroke and the S w i n d o n 
Hooter but my co-edi tor says this is quite enough for an 
editorial - perhaps in another issue? 



My Home Town - No. 8 by Dr Arnold Rabbow 

B R A U N S C H W E I G (Brunswick) has a populat ion of 
250 . 0 0 0 and is , at present , the second largest city in Lower 
Saxony enjoying a special status a m o n g German cities in 
several ways . It was founded probably in the 9th century 
and named " B r u n s w i k " i. e. "Bruno's village" after a 
legendary C o u n t Bruno . (Strangely enough the Engl ish 
spell ing of Brunswick has remained much closer to the 
original p lace-name than the somewha t distorted present 
day spell ing in Ge rman . ) 
Brunswick rose to become one of the largest German 
cities dur ing much of the Midd le Ages . As a mat ter of 
fact, Brunswick was not just one town , but a confederat ion 
of five boroughs , all with their o w n town hal ls , town 
counci ls and mayors . A stalwart of the Hanseat ic L e a g u e * , 
Brunswick enjoyed the status of an independent city 
a l though it never officially gained the status of Imperial 
Free Ci ty . Its rightful over lords , the D u k e s of Brunswick , 
had to reside in Wolfenbuettel and not in Brunswick unti l , 
in 1 6 7 1 . the D u k e s of all branches of the House of Gue lph 
jo ined forces, besieged the proud city and finally 
conquered it, mak ing it the capital of the Duchy (until 
1918) - it later became the Free State of Brunswick (until 
1946). 

Brunswick possesses a unique grant of a rms, issued by 
K i n g Albrecht II on 15th Oc tober , 1438 in Prague (the 
capital of B o h e m i a of which Albrecht was also King) . 
This is remarkable in several w a y s - no other north 
G e r m a n town can boast of a grant from this German k ing , 
because A lbrecht II, a l though he started 368 years of 

Hapsburg rule in 
the Holy R o m a n 
Empire , reigned 
for only twenty 
months before his 
early death. The 
parchment which 
includes a 
magnificent 
illustration of the 
shield (Argent a 
lion rampant 
Gules) is still 
preserved in the 
municipal 
archives and it is 
doubly remarkable 
that it shows not 

only the a rms but a l so the municipal flag, of identical 
des ign , adorned with a S c h w e n k e l * * . (Incidentally, no 
ment ion was made as to how the lion was to be a rmed: 
today it is usually shown armed Sable because, in the 
original paint ing his c laws are d rawn in blackish ink. ) T h e 
lion's tail has a lways been depicted in a very bold manner 
which seems to have been regarded as deserving special 
t reatment, even in the early days , because the tail which 
normally would not have meri ted special mention - (there 
being no lions without tails!) - is expressly described in the 
grant as ufgeworfen tzagel which means proudly erected 
tail. 

However , Albrecht 's grant did not invent a new coat for 
Brunswick , but ra ther confirmed the exist ing a rms which 
had been in use f o r long times, longer than the memory of 
men can remember. Th is , in the language of the day , 
means that even the oldest inhabitants had a lways been 
used to the traditional a rms - in other words , in 1438 they 
were at least 80 years old. That fits nicely with other 
sources . In fact, the earliest painted representat ion of the 
red lion a rms can be found in one of the vers ions of the 
S a c h s e n s p i e g e l - a book of common law dat ing from 
1336. A s with most ancient a rms the chronicles d o not tell 
us why a specific heraldic device was chosen - everybody 
k n e w , so there w a s no need to ment ion it - leaving us today 
having to guess . T h e most natural explanat ion would be 
that the lion denotes l inks with D u k e H e n r y the Lion 
(born 1129, died 1195), D u k e of Saxony and Bavar ia , the 
might iest prince after the E m p e r o r and considered to be 
the town 's real founder (he founded many other ci t ies, 
including Munich and Luebeck) It is not k n o w n for sure 
whether Henry already bore a coat of a rms . If he did , it 
would mos t probably have been a l ion, (Or on Sable or 
Argent on Gules). In later years , 
when he had forfeited his lands 
and had to live in exi le in 
England with his father-in-law 
Henry II, he used non-armoria l 
seals showing a lion of 
natural is t ic design echo ing his 
clan n a m e (Guelph meaning lion 
cub) and his personal name 
Henr icus Leo . He left 

Braunschweig 
Brunswick a famous bronze lion 
statue facing his cast le which is still here today. But this 
lion is also non-heraldic and the a rms of Brunswick , in 
any case , were not model led on Henry's b ronze lion but 
display a traditional lion rampant. 
T h e colours are interest ing - they are red and white and 
thus keep in line with the Hanseat ic colours . Al though the 
Hanseat ic League , strictly speaking, had no c o m m o n 
colours , many prominent Hanse cities used red and whi te 
as do Hamburg , Bremen and Luebeck to this day . In this 
choice of colours w e may sense the first stirrings of the 
city's dr ive for independence , taking the lion symbol as a 
sign of reverence to its famous lord but, at the same t ime, 
assert ing the burghers ' desire to live in freedom. In the 
16th and 17th centur ies , B r u n s w i c k , without further royal 
authorizat ion, chose to display its a rms as a full 
ach ievement , with a helmet, red and white mantling and a 
crest depict ing the red lion on a white roundel, bordered 
compony Argent and Gules and adorned with peacock 
feathers all around. 
As ment ioned before. Brunswick was a complex 
organizat ion - each of the five boroughs had its own a rms . 
The Old T o w n (Altstadt) which ranked first, used the lion 
a rms unaltered, while the N e w T o w n (Neustadt) charged 
the lion with a small silver anchor (because the city's port 
was located here) . Hagen charged the lion with a silver 
spiked wheel for Saint Catherine, the borough's patron 
saint. Alt iwiek used Argent a lion's head affronte and 
Sack, the smallest borough, displayed an image of the 
Burgloewe, the lion statue, mentioned earlier, on its 
pedestal Gules on Argent. The borough organizat ion was 
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discont inued by the D u k e s in 1671 but the n a m e s live on 
and their a rms can be seen in several places including the 
town hal l . 

* The H a n s e a t i c L e a g u e , from 1320 onwards , had a 
London depot called the Steelyard, occupy ing premises 
be tween Upper T h a m e s Street and the River T h a m e s . T h e 
bui ld ings were sold in 1853 and demol i shed ten years later 
to m a k e way for wha t is now Cannon Street Stat ion. W e 
unders tand that the n a m e is a mistranslat ion of the German 
Staalhaf - a sample yard or hall - E d s . 
* * S c h w e n k e l - as far as we can ascertain this is the tail or 
s t reamer of the banner - E d s . 

[Arnold Rabbow is a keen col lector of S e a x e s and, in 
return for back numbers has sent 
your Edi tors a signed copy of 
his splendid Braunschweigisches 
Wappenbuch with the A r m s of 
Hanove r (Gules a horse courant 
Argent) on the front cover . He 
also sent us copies of 
Oesterreichischer Wappenkalender 

and Kleeblatt (Clover Leaf) the 

journal of the Hanover Heraldry 

Society. They will all be avai lable for perusal at the A G M . 

Arnold will be speaking to the Bath Heraldic Society on 

Sa turday , 15th April 2000 - his subject is P r e s e n t D a y 
Civic Hera ldry in G e r m a n y - and if his talk on the 

or ig ins of the Engl i sh Royal Lion is anything to go by, it 

should prove to be absorbing - Eds ] 

The Lord High Constable of Scotland 
In the Robert H a r d m a n N o t e b o o k in the Daily Telegraph 

he wri tes : - At the opening of the first Scottish Parliament 
in 292 years, one might expect some role for The 
Hereditary Lord High Constable of Scotland. But the 
Earl of Erroll has not had the call-up. "I would like to 
play a part, because I think it is a pity to lose one's 
traditions, " he tells me. "I derive no advantage from the 
office, but it is important to acknowledge the past. " The 
Earls of Erroll have held the post since 1314, when 
Robert the Bruce charged the Hay family with preventing 
"assault and rioting within the close neighbourhood of 
the Sovereign". Today, the unpaid job involves 
accompanying the Queen or the Lord High 
Commissioner of the Church of Scotland at ceremonial 
occasions - but not, it seems, this one. Scotland is funny 
about "toffs". It worships the old ones, such as Robert 
the Bruce, but is very chippy about today's batch. And 
yet, Lord Erroll, a 51-year-old marketing consultant, is 
hardly your stereotypical laird. His ancestral estates 
consist of one ruined castle and 30 acres of windswept 
Aberdeenshire cliff. Perhaps he has not been invited 
because of his clothing. The Lord High Constable 
always wears the kilted uniform of a chief in the presence 

of the Sovereign. This Government, of course, prefers 
lounge suits. 
T h e a rms are those of Diana , Countess of Erroll w h o , in 
her own right in 1941 became the 23rd in l ine as the only 

child succeeding her father 
the 22nd Earl. She died in 
1978 and her e lder son. 
Merl in Hay became the 24th 
Ear l . The Countess marr ied 
in 1946 Capta in Ruper t 
Moncreiffe but retained her 
maiden surname of Hay 
under Scots L a w but her 
younger son took his father 's 
n a m e of Moncreiffe . 
Arms: - Argent three 
inescutcheons Gules: on 
either side of the shield an 
arm gauntleted proper, 

issuing out of a cloud and grasping a sword in pale 
Argent, hilt and pommel Or: behind the shield in saltire. 
two Silver batons tipped with Gold at either end (as 
Hereditary Lord High Constable and Knight Marischal of 
Scotland). 
Crest : - A falcon volant proper, armed, jessed and belled. 
Or. 
Suppor ter s : - Two savages wreathed about the middle 
with laurel proper each bearing on his shoulders an ox 
yoke proper bows Gules. 
Mot to : - Serva Jugum (Keep the yoke) 

Son of Gloucester Goes to War 
Peterborough in t h e Daily Telegraph under the 
heading above writes I am happy to be able to report that 
the Royal Family's military tradition continues. In 1982, 
Prince Andrew did some work of noble note flying Sea 
King helicopters from HMS Invincible during the 
Falklands conflict. Now Alexander Ulster, 24, eldest son 
of the Duke of Gloucester, and I6th in line to the throne, 

is doing his part for Queen and 
Country as a member of the 
peacekeeping force in Kosovo. 
He is there as an officer of the 
15th/19th The King's Royal 
Hussars, which he joined after 
recently passing out from 
Sandhurst. 

While the family as a whole have 
a strong military tradition, not too many of them have 
been cavalry officers, says a proud spokesman for the 
Duke of Gloucester. Alexander shows a becoming 
modesty, they've wanted to keep it quiet. 

T h e Duke of Glouces ter and his son bear the Royal a rms 
differenced by labels and the Badge of the 15th/19th 
The King's Royal Hussars is: - Within the Garter the 
Royal Crest upon the Roman Numerals XV. XIX and the 
motto Merebimur ( W e shall be wor thy) . 

Page 3 



The Mercers Company & School 
by Ron Edwards 

The Company 

There is a direct descent from the Mercers ' C o m p a n y to 
the Civic Gui ld o f Old M e r c e r s through Mercers ' 
School . The Mercers ' C o m p a n y is the City of London ' s 
p remier Livery C o m p a n y and its records date back to 1347 

al though the or ig ins of the C o m p a n y 
are m u c h earl ier . A Livery C o m p a n y 
had its origin as a mediaeval trade 
guild and acted as a fraternity. T h e 
word mercer c o m e s from the French 
for merchan t . In mediaeval t imes the 
C o m p a n y w a s at the centre of the 
commerc ia l life of the City and the 
deve lopmen t of overseas t rade: 
individual mercers exported wool 
and wool len cloth and imported linen 
and luxury fabrics such as silk, velvet 
and cloth of gold. Until 1394 
mercers practised as a loose 
fraternity deve lop ing in t ime to a 
misterie. They traded on Cheaps ide , 

one of the original major commerc ia l market areas of the 
mediaeval City of L o n d o n . T o the north of their site was 
the n e w church and hosp ice of St T h o m a s Acon (Acre) 
deve loped by a re l ig ious fraternity in the late 12th century 
in m e m o r y of St . T h o m a s a Becket , murdered in 
Canterbury Cathedral in 1170. T h o m a s was born in this 
area and his sister, A g n e s , and her husband , T h o m a s de 
Hel les , bequeathed the land to the brethren. As t ime 
passed a strong re la t ionship grew between the brethren and 
the mercers , the latter becoming pat rons of church and 
hospice . 
In 1347 the C o m p a n y d rew up ord inances to promote the 
spiritual and social wel l -being of its member s . T h e 
mercers agreed to be governed by four persons elected 
annual ly and that one should be Master . Admiss ion 
became by pat r imony and trade influence diminished. In 
1394 a Royal Char ter was granted by R ichard II creating 
a C o m p a n y and defining dut ies and government . T h i s 
Char ter confirmed governance by four Wardens and gave 
the C o m p a n y power to acquire property with duties of 
support ing a priest and mainta ining poorer m e m b e r s . A 
second Char ter was granted in 1425 by Henry VI which 
gave the C o m p a n y a c o m m o n seal showing a maid's head. 
The Maidenhead is a lways the Mercers ' symbol but 
appearance has changed with fashion. The mercers had 
traditionally worsh ipped at St T h o m a s Acon church and 
the newly created C o m p a n y sought some permanent 
accommodat ion at their hosp ice . They were sold a small 
room and chapel , which grant was confirmed in 1413. 
This became known as Salle de Mercerie (Mercers ' Hal l ) . 
By 1510 the bui ldings of the hospice had become 
dilapidated and the fraternity had many debts . Dr John 
Y o u n g was appointed head of the fraternity by the B i shop 
of London (Richard Fi tz james) and, between 1517 and 
1522 he set about repai rs with finance supplied by the 
Mercers ' C o m p a n y partly arising from their purchase of a 

portion of the premises in order to extend their hall and 
chapel . 
Fol lowing the dissolution of rel igious orders by H e n r y 
VIII an opportunity arose for the Company to benefit. Sir 
Richard G r e s h a m was Lord M a y o r in 1537 and Master 
of the C o m p a n y in 1533 and 1539 - he requested from 

T h o m a s C r o m w e l l , 
the King 's major 
minister , that bui ld ings 
from the former 
St. T h o m a s Hosp ice 
might be granted to 
the C o m p a n y . In 
1542 the M e r c e r s 
were permitted to 
purchase these 

premises . inc luding 
houses in the City and 
the two churches of St. 
T h o m a s and St. Mary 
Colechurch . This 
gave the C o m p a n y a 

site with frontages on Old Jewry , Cheaps ide and 
I ronmonger Lane . The grant was condit ional upon the 
C o m p a n y maintaining the churches and clergy and 
providing a g r a m m a r school whereby twenty-five boys 
should receive a free educat ion with a qualified mas ter 
being paid to teach them. It is possible that this school was 
the cont inuat ion of a free school previously run by the 
Order . Further Char ters granted by Phi l ip and Mary , 
El izabeth I and J a m e s I in 1559. 1560 and 1612 
respect ively , confirmed earl ier Char ters . Fol lowing a 
dispute with the Crown in the 1680s over the liberties 
exercised by the City and its Compan ies , the Mercers had 
to suffer a loss of privi leges. These were restored by 
Charles II, the City privileges in 1688 and all conf i rmed 
by Wil l iam III by Act of Par l iament . 
T h e C o m p a n y cont inued to develop its chari table interests 
and, from the sixteenth century onwards , the managemen t 
of trusts became its pr ime concern. Housing of o lder 
people in need gave rise to the creation of a lmshouses 
whilst pens ions and a l lowances were paid out of the es ta te 
of Sir R ichard Whit t ington . The C o m p a n y has a lso 
been closely involved with other schools , in addit ion to the 
original Mercers ' School , and is associated with the 
Corporat ion of London in cont inuing G r e s h a m Col lege 
and the G r e s h a m lectures as well as giving support to the 
City and Gui lds of London Institute. 
T h e Badge on the regalia worn by the Mas te r of the 
C o m p a n y bears the fol lowing arms c lockwise from 12 
o'clock 

A C O N - Azure a cross formy per pale Gules and Argent. 
G R E S H A M - Argent a chevron Ermines between three 
molets Sable pierced. 
W H I T T I N G T O N - Gules a fess chequy Or and Azure with 
an annulet of the second for difference. 
C O L E T - Sable on a chevron between three hinds trippant 
Or three annulets of the first. 
(The four shields are combined with four ornamental heads 
based on the Maidenhead of the Company ' s a rms . ) 
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T h e a r m s of the M E R C E R S ' C O M P A N Y itself are: - Gules 
issuant from a bank of clouds a figure of the Virgin couped 
at the shoulders proper vested in a Crimson robe adorned 
with Gold the neck encircled by a jewelled necklace crined 
Or and wreathed about the temples with a chaplet of roses 
alternately Argent and of the first and crowned with a 
celestial crown: the whole within a bordure of clouds also 
proper. 

Crest - On a wreath of the colours issuant from a bank of 
clouds proper a figure of the Virgin as in the Arms. 
A r m s recorded at the Vis i ta t ions of 1568, 1634 and 1687 -
conf i rmed and crest granted 22nd Apri l 1 9 1 1 . 

The School 

In 1542 the Mercers ' School with T h o m a s F r e e m a n as 
first s choo lmas te r could have been a cont inuat ion of the 
school in the parish of St . Mary Colechurch . under the 
pa t ronage of the Mas te r of the Hospi ta l of St T h o m a s 
Acon in the late fifteenth century . T h e main subjects 
taught were Lat in and Greek as educa t ion at this t ime was 
a imed at entry into the Church . T h e School was held in 
the small chapel of the previous hosp ice . At the end of the 
s ixteenth century it w a s accepted that the schoolmas ter 
should have fifteen pr ivate fee paying pupils in addition to 
the twenty-f ive free p laces and ex t ra accommoda t ion was 
granted to the School in the north aisle of the church of 
St . T h o m a s . Regula t ions laid d o w n that there should be no 
d a m a g e to church m o n u m e n t s , seats , cei l ing, wainscot , 
wal ls o r w i n d o w s . Al lo tment of p laces w a s to be agreed 
by the C o m p a n y but the 1607 rev iew stated that the 
twenty-f ive free scholars should be children of Mercers , 
especial ly whe re the parents were poor , but no Mercer 
could have more than t w o free places . The review a lso 
added wri t ing and ar i thmet ic to the cur r icu lum. 
In both 1636 and 1641 the City suffered outbreaks of 
p lague and, in the 1665 Great Plague the School closed 
from S u m m e r 1665 to Spr ing 1666. T h e Great Fire 
fol lowed in 1666 and des t royed Mercers ' Hall and the 
School . T h e C o m p a n y moved its Hall to the site of St . 
T h o m a s ' s Church which would not be rebuil t . The School 
had no e n d o w e d funds and was dependen t on the Mercers ' 
C o m p a n y but money was in short supply after d e m a n d s 
for rebui ld ing and cont r ibut ions towards the King 's wars . 
H o w e v e r in 1672 a School bui lding was opened on the site 
of St. Mary Co lechurch . A small e n d o w m e n t c ame to the 
School on the death of T h o m a s Rich , a former pupil , w h o 
left property in W e s t H a m and St. Mary Axe to provide 
educa t ion for two poor boys at the School and later, at 
Oxford or C a m b r i d g e . His bequest a lso included educat ion 
for some poor chi ldren of Lambe th and an augmentat ion to 
the salary of the Master of the M e r c e r s ' Chapel School . 
By 1721 the fortunes of the School were at a low ebb and 
there were only four pupils a t tending. This period saw the 
decl ine of m a n y of the smal ler schools : weal thier 
merchan t s were mov ing house to Wes t London . T h e 
school bui ld ings were small and the Mercers ' C o m p a n y 
a l so had trustee responsibility for St Paul 's , Dauntseys and 
Richard Col lyer ' s Schoo l s . The C o m p a n y itself was 
s t retched for funds owing to cont inuing d e m a n d s from the 
C r o w n . In 1743 there were twenty- three free scholars but 

twenty years later this number had declined to sixteen plus 
e leven fee payers . In 1778 the C o m p a n y Rente r W a r d e n 
asked an inspector to check over the School and he 
suggested that wri t ing and accounts be added to the 
teaching p rog ramme to suit the class of children a t tending. 
In 1784 the School moved to Budge R o w but that bui ld ing 
was later des t royed by fire. The next move w a s to a house 
opposi te St . Anthol in 's Church in Wat l ing Street . T h e 
C o m p a n y set up a commit tee to examine the state of the 
School which recommended that the Master and W a r d e n s 
of the C o m p a n y should take on the managemen t of the 
School and that the curr iculum be broadened to inc lude 
subjects more useful to boys going in to t rade and 
c o m m e r c e . The C o m p a n y agreed and a lso became the 
School ' s govern ing body . The next move was to R e d Lion 
Cour t , Wat l ing Street at which t ime there w a s only o n e 
pupil recorded. Matters improved and by the end of 1805 
there were twenty-f ive foundation scholars . M o r e 
permanent quar ters were obtained at a C o m p a n y h o u s e in 
Col lege Hill which became the Headmaster ' s house with a 
school room in the attic for twenty-five boys and t w o 
m e m b e r s of staff. In 1820 there were new Rules and 
Orders which laid d o w n that no boy was to be admit ted to 
the School unless he could read Engl ish correctly and wri te 
well enough to d o Latin exerc ises . Parents were to p rov ide 
their sons with books , wax tapers in winter and to send the 
boys to School in a neat and tidy state. N o absences were 
to be tolerated except for s ickness . 
T h e School g rew in populari ty and a commit tee report in 
1825 r e c o m m e n d e d increasing the number of pupi ls to 
seventy . A new building was required and the C o m p a n y 
decided to build on the site of the three houses they o w n e d 
in Col lege Hill. The new building with an impress ive 
classical frontage was ready in 1832 having two floors -
part being on piers over a covered p layground. The ground 
floor had two r o o m s for the Headmaster ' s use and , on the 
first floor, there were a large c lassroom, a library and a 
lobby. There was a house and garden for the Headmas t e r . 
Assis tant masters were appointed to teach classics and 
wri t ing. At Chr i s tmas 1839 the Rev. Isaac Wright retired 
after thirty-five years as Headmas te r - the longest service 
in the School ' s history Dur ing his tenure a b roader 
curr iculum had developed - the subjects taught covered 
geography , R o m a n history, Engl ish , Greek and Lat in 
G r a m m a r , classical ant iqui t ies , ecclesiastical and civil 
history, wri t ing, ar i thmetic and merchants ' account ing . 
F rom 1840 to 1861 the Headmas te r was the Rev J o h n 
Smith and dur ing his service the School cur r icu lum was 
again modern i sed . In 1861 the Governors examined the 
object ives of the School and curr iculum but it was not until 
1868 that it was agreed that, as mos t boys were des t ined 
for professional or commerc ia l life, the teaching of too 
m u c h Greek was a was te of t ime. 

In 1865 came a m o v e towards a national educat ional 
sys tem with the advent of a quest ionnaire from the Royal 
Commis s ion . The C o m p a n y refused to comple te this and 
c la imed that the School was not e n d o w e d . T h e 
Commis s ion protested that that the School was e n d o w e d 
with the es ta te Henry VII had granted to the C o m p a n y in 
1541 . T o this the C o m p a n y replied that they had bought 
the estate for cash and, a l though it was a condit ion that 
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they should mainta in a school , they had never ea rmarked 
the estate for the School . A further quest ionnaire c a m e 
from the Schools Inquiry C o m m i s s i o n . The C o m p a n y 
were of a mind to refuse to comple te this a lso but legal 
advice suggested that it would be imprudent to appear 
uncoopera t ive and the Headmas te r was therefore a l lowed 
to comple te the form. T h e 1870s saw changes to hours and 
cur r icu lum - as boys were l iving further away from the 
School and travell ing by train the start of morn ing school 
was deferred to 9.15 a m . Wi th more emphas i s placed on 
mathemat ics , Engl ish and French less than half the school 
hours were devo ted to the classics and, by the end of 1878, 
Greek was d ropped al together whilst the teaching of 
G e r m a n was in t roduced the fol lowing year . Staff 
appoin tments were placed on a permanent contractual basis 
ra ther than being r enewed annual ly and they were n o w 
seen as professionals ra ther than requir ing the favour of the 
C o m p a n y for emp loymen t . N u m b e r s increased to 150 
scholars and six staff by 1880 and the current Headmaster , 
Dr. Scott , reques ted rooms for smal ler g roups as opposed 
to all pupils being taught in one large c lass room. 
Sani ta t ion and exerc ise areas were a lso considered. 
F rom 1885 to 1892 a C o m p a n y Court commit tee 

examined all the 
possibil i t ies and a new site 
at Barnard 's Inn, High 
Holborn , was taken within 
the extended City 
boundar ies . The foundation 
stone of the new building 
was laid by the Master of 

The palm is for virtue. Mercers ' C o m p a n y in 1893 

and, in 1894 the Earl o f Se lborne , the then Master and 
former pupil , formally opened the new School bui ldings. 
Expans ion fol lowed and a full complemen t of 300 boys 
was reached in January 1897 with a staff of fifteen 
assistant mas te rs . Educa t ion was developing nationally 
and compulsory e lementary educat ion was provided by 
School Boards and, later, by local authori t ies . A division 
of opinion arose as to the purpose of Mercers ' School - Dr 
Scott wished to educa te the boys to deve lop as far as they 
could according to ability and apti tude and aiming for 
e i ther Univers i ty or commerc ia l vocat ions - but there were 
o thers w h o still thought of it as a "commercia l school" . 
M e m b e r s of the C o m p a n y were no longer sending their 
own sons to the School and many saw the School as be ing 
for boys whose parents could not afford the fees of a publ ic 
school and the type of career which would follow. In 1905 
the L o n d o n County Counci l asked if Mercers ' School 
would accept holders of jun ior scholarships . As the 
School was seen as being for sons of middle class families 
and Counci l schools for lower class boys the initial 
response was rather negat ive with D r Scott not want ing " a 
large number of e lementary school boys in his School" and 
only a few were admit ted on an exper imenta l basis . At this 
t ime pupil n u m b e r s were not being maintained and it w a s 
discovered that the o ther City schools were not suffering in 
the s ame way , largely because they were accept ing 
sizeable numbers of L .C .C . scholarship boys . 
1914 brought two upsets - firstly Dr Scott , who had seen 
many changes died suddenly in Sep tember after thirty-five 
years as Headmas te r . Secondly the outbreak of w a r 

brought the gradual departure of many of the staff into the 
a rmed forces, their places being taken by retired teachers 
called back into service, Mr . C. H. Bicknell succeeded 
Dr Scott and did not initiate many major changes but he 
did in t roduce a cadet corps to the School and was very 
disappointed that the Army Counci l did not recognize it as 
an Officer Training Corps . There were improved salary 

scales for staff and short three 
year contracts were abol ished 
and the traditional "pork pie" 
hat was replaced by the m o r e 
normal peaked cap . Pos t war 
the C o m p a n y embarked on a 
period of heavy expendi ture on 
the School ; the old hall of 
Barnard 's Inn needed repairs 
caused by the eros ions of t ime 
and the roof t imbers due to the 
ravages of beetle and the 

library w a s brought up to date . T h e newly repaired hall 
was reopened in 1932. A new chemistry block was 
constructed and the School was admitted to m e m b e r s h i p of 
the Headmas te rs ' Conference in 1935. 
T h e Second Wor ld W a r threatened 
heavy bombing of the City and, in 
Sep tember 1939, the School moved 
to Hor sham to share premises with 
Richard Collyer 's . The raids did not 
material ise immediate ly and most of 
the School returned to Holborn in 
January 1940 leaving eighty-six boys 
and n ine mas ters at Horsham. W h e n 
raids began on London in late 
summer , the start of the Autumn 
Term was deferred and some 
teaching was carried out by 
cor respondence . The School reopened with seventy-f ive 
boys at tending and twenty-five cont inuing with tuition by 
cor respondence . The School bui ldings did not suffer any 
heavy d a m a g e and those evacuated to Horsham returned 
for the Autumn Term of 1942. T h e heaviest "casualty" 
was loss of staff - school teachers over the age of 
thirty-five were in a 'reserved occupation ' and not subject 
to compulsory call up but this applied only to schools 
"recognized as efficient" by the Board of Educa t ion . In 
N o v e m b e r 1941 the Headmas te r reported to the C o m p a n y 
that mas ters were being called up because the School , 
never having been inspected by His Majesty 's inspectorate 
was not "recognized as efficient". An approach was m a d e 
to the Board as a mat ter of urgency and they agreed to give 
a provisional recognit ion which was confirmed after an 
official inspect ion. 

Post 1945 saw major p rob lems al though, initially, all 
seemed wel l . T w o houses in Norwich Street, adjoining the 
School site, were purchased for possible future expans ion . 
National ly the 1944 Educat ion Act divided secondary 
schools into g rammar , technical and modern and there was 
a greater demand for university and college places . If the 
School was to have a viable future it must deve lop a strong 
Sixth Form and the exist ing age range of eight to sixteen 
with three hundred boys was jus t not acceptable. It was 

The College of Richard 
Collyer in Horsham 
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r ecommended that the jun io r school be closed and boys 
admit ted from e leven or thirteen which would change the 
School into the "g rammar" category envisaged in the Act . 
Th i s raised points of principle and re-examinat ion of the 
object ives of the School . Since 1894 it had followed Lord 
Se lborne 's a im that it would be "at the head hereafter of 
the great commerc ia l schools of England" . In 1953 the 
C o m p a n y examined the new ideas - the building 
p rog ramme put forward by the Headmas te r and the 
al terat ions required by Her Majesty 's Inspectors . T h e 
possibil i ty of ex tend ing the School bui ldings by mak ing 
use of three floors in a new bui lding to be erected in 
N o r w i c h Street which would be served by a bridge from 
the upper floors of the exist ing bui lding w a s also 
cons idered . Even after the suggested extens ions there 
would be no further r o o m for expans ion on the restricted 
Barnard ' s Inn site. The Inspectors were compl imentary 
about the C o m p a n y ' s endeavours and the first class results 
being achieved but were adamant that the bui ldings were 
not adequa te by modern s tandards . For three years a 
commi t t ee cons idered the prob lems in consul tat ion with 
the Headmas te r and with the Ministry of Educat ion. 
School costs were rising for the C o m p a n y but it was 
agreed that n o benefi ts would arise from increases in fees 
and inadequate bui ld ings would rule against the School 
being placed on the Government ' s aided list. If Barnard 's 
Inn was cons idered unsui table for future educat ional 
r equ i rement s could the School be moved to the suburbs 
and receive a Direct Grant? They were advised that an 
addi t ion to the Direct Grant list could not be considered 
until the School w a s running satisfactorily in the new 
si tuat ion. T h i s mean t that the C o m p a n y would need to 
carry the School at Barnard ' s Inn until new premises were 
ready - but with no guaran tee that there would be a Direct 
Gran t for thcoming. The re was much del iberat ion as to the 
correct course of action but in 1958 the Minis ter refused 
the appl icat ion for a Direct Grant and informal soundings 
suggested that an applicat ion to the Inner London 
Educat ion Authori ty for aided status would be rejected. 
Closure was inevi table and took place at the end of the 
S u m m e r T e r m 1959 to the deep regret of the C o m p a n y , 
the Headmas te r , the staff and both exist ing and former 
scholars . Dur ing four hundred historic years the School 
had ove rcome its many viciss i tudes and had witnessed 
social and personal changes with varying levels of success 
- and now it was closing because of hard economic factors 
- but with its head held high and with its reputation the 
envy of many a lesser educat ional es tabl ishment . 

The a r m s of the Earls of Se lborne are:- Argent two bars 
Sable charged with three trefoils slipped of the field; in 
chief a greyhound courant of the second collared Or. 
Crest - a Mount Vert thereon a greyhound sejant Sable 
collared Or charged on the shoulder with a trefoil slipped 
Argent. 
Supporters - on either side a greyhound Sable collared Or 
and charged on the shoulder with a trefoil slipped Argent. 
M o t t o - Palma Virtuti (The palm is for virtue) 

Sophie Gets a Coat of Arms 
Robert H a r d m a n in the Daily Telegraph tells us that the 
Rhys-Jones family has at last been granted its o w n coat 

of a rms after using one unofficially 
for years . It means that Sophie, 
n o w the Countess of Wessex . will 
have her o w n standard with her 
a rms on the right and her husband ' s 
on the left. Her grandfather had 
used the arms of one of the Royal 
Tribes of Wales , that of the Welsh 
hero Elystan Glodrydd , Pr ince of 
Ferrig, but as it has been imposs ib le 
to trace the family's descent from 
G l o d r y d d the Rhys-Jones have 
had to petit ion for a new coat of 

a rms . The new a rms are based on the second and third 
quar ters of the a rms of G l o d r y d d - Gules a lion rampant 
reguardant Argent. T h e family have a lso retained the 
Welsh mo t to which they had used on their unofficial a r m s 
- the Engl ish translat ion is hateful the man who loves not 
the country that nurtures him. 
T h e new arms were des igned for Chris topher , Sophie's 
father, and his e lder brother, Theo , in keeping with the 
family wishes - the red and blue colours of the field der ive 
from the Royal Fusi l iers in which family m e m b e r s have 
served. W e unders tand that the a rms are:- Quarterly Gules 
and Azure a lion rampant reguardant Argent. It is a lso 
interest ing to note that not only did Sophie promise " to 
obey" but her a r m s are shown on the traditional lozenge . 

Bulletin 
W e are del ighted to be able to inform our readers that 
Peter Esslemont is now back home and progress ing 
well after a spell in hospital . W e all wish him well and 
hope that he will be ready and wil l ing to give his talk at a 
later da te . 

The Arms of Pollock 
W e have received a letter from Tony Jones, of heraldic 
artistry fame and m e m b e r of the Bath Heraldic Society -
some of our readers will remember the wonderful ly well 
illustrated and excellently researched talk on Welsh 
heraldry he gave to The Chiltern Heraldry Group in 
March in the Church Hall at Iffley in Oxfordshire . He tells 
us that he has sent his copy of Seaxe N o . 2 7 to a friend 
w h o is a m e m b e r of the Heraldry Society of Scotland from 
w h o m he hopes to obtain the blazon. 

The Arms of Kenilworth 
M e m b e r C. J . (Sedge) Smith has declined responsibil i ty 
for the des ign of the arms of Keni lworth featured in 

Seaxe No .27 - we are unable to t race his ti tular 
doppleganger! 
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Obituary - w e have received the fol lowing tribute 
from Cha i rman , Kay H o l m e s , and apologise for not g iv ing 
it greater p rominence as the earl ier pages were already 
prepared for print ing:-

The Nelson Society 
Unfortunately despi te sending the secretary the relevant 
copies of Seaxe and obtaining several promises after 
mak ing a n u m b e r of te lephone calls we have had no 
information - nor have w e even had any contact . W e think 
it about t ime we accepted that the m e m b e r s of the Nelson 
Society don' t k n o w , won' t say or are just plain rude . 

Things to Come 
D u e to shortage of space a number of i tems have been held 
over until Sep t ember - these include the Mercers Gui ld 
(Part II of the article by Ron Edwards), the arms of the 
King's A r m s at A m e r s h a m by Leslie P i e r s o n and 
Lord B o l i n g b r o k e a n d t h e S w i n d o n H o o t e r promised 
by one of your ed i tors . Militaria No .25 -The South 
W a l e s Borderers has also been held over until Sep tember . 
W e have received more information on swans and 
connected heraldry from Sedge Smith and Peggy 
Foster and, for the devo tees of In t h e T i m e of 
Q u e e n . D i c k , we have No.7 in the series by 
Cynthia Lydiard Cannings. 

Did You Know? 

Boutel l tells us that when any cross tapers to a point the 
cross is descr ibed as fitchy, in other 
words , "fixable" in the ground. He 
instances the arms of Francis 
Col ier of Staffordshire, granted in 
1629 - Sable a cross formy fitchy 
Or. T h e Oxford English Dictionary 
tells us that fitche or fitchee and the 
Angl ic ised version - fitchy c o m e 
from the French fixer = to fix. 

There will be no Meeting 
in August 

Next Meeting 
The Annual General Meeting 

which will be held 
on Thursday , 16th September 1999 

Nominations for office should be sent 
or given to the Chairman or to any 

member of the Committee 

T h e A G M will be fol lowed by our annual 

Members Evening 
W e look f o r w a r d t o s e e i n g a l l t h o s e 

h e r a l d i c s l i d e s y o u h a v e b e e n 
t a k i n g s i n c e l a s t S e p t e m b e r 

All meetings are held in the Library, 

The Most Noble Order of the Garter, 
650 Years. 

A major new history of the Senior Order of Chivalry 

by Peter J. Begent and Hubert Chesshyre 
has recently been published. 

Hubert Chesshyre i s , of course, Clarenceux 
King of Arms and the Patron of our Society whilst 

Peter Begent is an authority on S t George ' s 
Chape l and a m e m b e r of the Heraldry Society 

and the Chi l tern Hera ldry G r o u p . 

T h e early history of the Order of the Garter, 
founded by Edward III in about 1348 was chronicled 

by Elias Ashmole, W i n d s o r H e r a l d , in 1672. 
T h e present n e w work is the first comprehens ive 

survey of the history of the Order since 
Ashmole's monumenta l work. 

There is a foreword by the D u k e of Edinburgh and a 
chapter on the Statutes of the Order by Dr Lisa 

Jefferson, a leading authority on the subject. 

T h e published price is £75 but there is a special 
pre-publ icat ion price of £60 for all orders received 

and paid for by 31st July 1999. 

Post and packing costs £ 5 in UK (£10 in Europe) and 
orders should be sent to:- Spink & Son Ltd., 

K ing Street , St . James ' s , L O N D O N S W 1 Y 6 Q S 
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We are sorry to hear of the death of Frank Bell - one 
of the founder members, with his wife, Vera, of this 
Society. He was our first Hon. Treasurer setting the 
high standards which have been so well maintained 
by his successors. We have many happy memories of 
gatherings at their home and particularly fond 
memories of their delightful garden - the setting for 
some very enjoyable garden parties. Frank coped 
bravely after Vera's death fourteen years ago though 
sadly recent contacts with us have been few. 
Our sympathy goes out to his family, especially to his 
son and daughter and to his grandchildren. 


