
The Seaxe 
Newsletter of the Middlesex Heraldry Society 

Joint Editors - Don & Marjorie Kirby, 2 Jamnagar Close, Staines, Middlesex TW18 2JT (01784 456049) 

N o . 2 7 (Founded 1976) April 1999 

Apologia 
Apparently the only person to have noticed that 
Ron Brown, of all people, was missing from your 
Committee was Ron Brown himself. Your Editors 
apologise abjectly and unreservedly for this unforgivable 
omission but draw some consolation from the fact that he 
knows we can't do without him!! 

Swan Lore 
Peggy Foster has asked for the origin of the swan collar 

and chain (see S e a x e No. 21.) We 
can only assume that when Lohengrin, 
the Swan Knight, arrived in Antwerp 
in his skiff drawn by a swan this was 
how the swan was attached to it. Any 
other ideas? The arms illustrated are 
those of High Wycombe in 
Buckinghamshire and are blazoned:-

Sable on a mount Vert a swan Argent with a ducal coronet 
about its neck and attached thereto a chain both Or. 
Peggy goes on to say that the swan is her favourite bird and 
when out and about she always takes the opportunity to 
photograph them either alive or heraldic and she mentions a 
slide she has of a beautifully painted pub sign (but no pub) 
in the village of Wissett, near Halesworth, in Suffolk. 
Peggy thinks that we will probably enjoy reading the 
following extracts copied "as is" from one of her own books 
which the British Library tell her is The Art of Heraldry 
published in 1730 and written by Richard Brome an 18th 
century London cartographer. Peggy says it is illustrated 
in engravers' hatching, and couched in the terms below it 
seems a far cry from modern heraldic dictionaries and 
textbooks. It has a certain charming naivety or maybe what 
out our American cousins would call "quaint". 
"Birds are of a more noble bearing than Fish, for thai they 
participate more of the Fire and Air, the noblest of 
Elements. 

1. Gules a Swan close Argent by the name 
of Leigham. [The illustration is taken from 
Brome but as another example of a swan 
close we couldn't resist the temptat ion to 
scan a horse brass in your Editors ' study.] 
All River Fowls have their Tails shorter than 

other Birds, for the length of the Tail doth hinder their 
Swimming, Diving, or Running. 

The Swan is a Bird of great Beauty and 
Strength, and it is said he useth not his 
Strength to Prey or Tyrannise over any 
other fowl, but only to be revenged on 
such as first offer him Wrong, in which 
case he often subdueth the Eagle; and it 
is observed that he never encounters 
with any other of his own kind but in 
two Cases, the one if any be a Rival in 

his Love, or offer to Court his Mate, he will be revenged to 
Death; the next is, if another do incroach upon his 
Possession or Place of Haunt, he is never quiet until he 
has expulsed him. 
2. Azure a Bend engrailed between two cignets Argent 
gorged with Ducal Coronets with Chains affixed 

circumflexing over their Bodies and 
between their Legs Or born (sic) by Sir 
Charles Pitfield of Hoxton in the Parish 
of St. Leonard's, Shoreditch in 
Middlesex, Knight, deceas'd. [The 
illustration and that of Leigham has been 

photocopied by Peggy from Brome's The Art of 
Heraldry. Unfortunately the original drawings are not such 
good reproductions as those in more modern publications 
but the details can be better seen in the arms of High 
Wycombe at the beginning of this article.] 
Peggy has continued her research and quotes from 
Papworth:-
1. Leigham listed among other names, omits the close, but 
the entry for 1730 is for Leigham alone. Is this another 
form of differencing or merely a deviation? 
2. Pitfield - has the bend engrailed for Pitfield of 
Seymondsbury, Co. Dorset and there is another entry 
showing a bend engrailed between two swans proper for 
Pitfield 1716. 

Well-Well! 
A former British Attorney General, Sir Frederick 
Pollock, was obliged to apply to the College of Arms for a 
grant of arms but refused to do so on account of the fees. 
His reply to the request was:- You tell the Garter King at 
Arms with my compliments, that he may go to the Devil 
Sable in flames Gules with a pitch-fork Ardent [sic] in his 
backside proper. Of Scottish descent, Sir Frederick 
obtained a grant from the Lord Lyon at a much lower cost. 
From Hogtown Heraldry Newsletter of the Toronto Branch of the Heraldry 
Society of Canada - and copied from the Heraldry Gazette. 

[Does anyone know what were the arms granted? - Eds] 



My Home Town - N o . 7 
written and illustrated by Arthur Aird 

LELANT. Co. Cornwall, is not armigerous but the Duchy 
of Cornwall has very 
impressive arms*:- Sable 
fifteen bezants, the shield 
ensigned with the Heir 
Apparent's coronet. The 
Supporters are:- on either 
side a Cornish chough 
proper supporting an ostrich 
feather Argent penned Or. 

The motto is HOUMOUT used by the Black Prince and 
translated as "high minded" or "high spirited". 

LELANT was very important in the 13th century and the 

Parish church of ST. UNY built in the 11th century was the 
mother church to chapelries in ST. IVES and 
TOWEDNACK. The inhabitants of ST. IVES petitioned 
His Holiness the Pope to grant a licence for chapels in 
these villages which were built in 1408 and 1409. 
With all the tin and copper mines, shipping and fishing it 
was a prosperous parish and had, within its borders, no 
fewer than twelve Manors :-

1. The Manor of Ludgvan Lere - held by Sir Robert 
Willoughby, 1st Lord Broke. His two daughters married 
Lord Mountjoy and the Marquess of Winchester, (Paulet) 
respectively - they were known as the Lords of St. Ives. 
2. The Manor of Dinas Ta Porthia - held by the Earl of 

Radnor (Robartes) and later by 
Stephens or Stevens of Tregenna. 
(It is now the Tregenna Castle 
Hotel.) 

3. The Manor of St. Ives and 
Treloyhon - held by Praed of 
Trevetho. (Praed St. Paddington 
was named after him when he was 
the MP for St. Ives in 1708 and 
1710.) 
4. The Manor of Porth Ta Prior - held by the Benedictine 

Priory of Tywardwreath but now held by the Duchy of 
Cornwall. 

5. The Manor of Barton of 
Trenwith - held by King Edward 
the Confessor but later granted to 
John de Beaufort, son of John of 
Gaunt. 

6. The Manor of Lelant and 

Trevetho - held by the family of 
Bottreaux - passed on to 
Godolphin and then to Praed, now 
Mackworth-Praed. 

7. The Manor of Trembethow -
held by John Hals who built 
Halsetown, near Zennor for his 
mine workers. 
8. The Manor of Amatibria - held 
by the Noy family and later to 
Davis Giddy MP. 
9. The Manor of Boswednack -

held by the Arundell Harris family 

10. The Manor of Trereen - also 
held by the Arundell Harris 
family. 
11. The Manor of Trewey - held 
by the families of Grove and 
Cornish. 
12. The Manor of Barton of 
Kerrow and Carnello held by 

Williams of Treneere. 

The arms illustrated are:-
Bottreaux - Chequy Or and Gules 
on a chevron Azure three 
horseshoes Argent. 
Hals or Halse - Argent a fess 
between three griffins' heads 
erased Sable. 
Praed - Azure six molets. 3,2,1, 
Argent. 

A number of other Lords held 
lands :-
Botterell - Gules nine bezants, 
3,3,2 & 1, on a canton Argent a 
cinquefoil Sable. 

Ceely - Azure a chevron between 
three molets Argent. 
Glynne - Argent three salmon 
spears Sable. 
Hext or Hickes - Or a tower triple 
towered between three battleaxes 
Sable. 
Knill - Gules semee of cross 
crosslets Or a lion rampant Or. 
Matthews - Sable a heron Argent 
holding an eel Vert. 
Nance - Argent a cross couped 
Sable. 
Paulet - Sable three swords in pile 
p oints in base Argent pommels 

and hilts Or. 
Pawley - Argent a lion r a m p a n t 

Sable on a chief dancette Sable 
three molets Argent. 
Purefoy - Sable six armed hands 
in pairs embracing, 2 & 1 Argent. 
Stevens (of Tregenna) - Per Pale 
gules and Vert a fess indented 
Argent gutte de sang between 
three eagles displayed Or. 
Thomas or Thoms - Paly 
nebulee Argent and Azure. 
Tregenna - Or a chevron Azure 
between three negro's heads 
proper couped. 

Tregosse - Per pale Azure and Or 
on a chief Azure a lion passant 
Or. 
Trewynnard - Argent a fess 
Azure between three Cornish 
choughs two in chief pecking and 
one in base rising. 
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