
The Seaxe 
Newsletter of the Middlesex Heraldry Society 

Joint Editors - Don & Marjorie Kirby, 2 Jamnagar Close, Staines, Middlesex TW18 2JT (01784 456049) 

No.22 (Founded 1976) April 1998 

The S a g a of the Swan 
It was gently pointed out to us by Leslie Pierson that in the 

centre of the badge of the 
Chiltern Heraldry Group there 
is a swan (representing 
Buckinghamshire) with a gold 
ducal coronet about its neck and 
attached thereto a gold chain. 
The water is the River Isis from 
the arms of Oxford as also is the 
bull on one banner, whilst the 
other banner displays a lion 

passant guardant from the Berkshire arms. One thing Les 
told your editors is that the chain on the swan on the water 

leads to the open "C". If that isn't 
"canting" - what is? We understand that 
Les designed the badge and that 
Frank Smith drew it. 
Your editors also discovered that South 
Warwickshire Health Care of the 
National Health Service use or did use a 

swan as their logo and just 
before going to print your editors 
received through the door a missive 
from H M Customs & Excise 
regarding the evasion of VAT. It 
suggests we should be tackling the 
Shadow Economy Together and uses 
a swan and its shadow as a logo. 

Rorke 's Drift Ring Stolen 
A rare gold ring presented by Queen Victoria to a soldier 
who won the Victoria Cross for gallantry at Rorke's Drift 
has been stolen. The signet ring, one of only ten given by the 
Queen, bears the emblem of a Zulu shield and spears. It 
was taken from the home of the great-great-grand-daughter 
of a private soldier who was one of seven members of the 
24th Regiment of Foot, (now the Royal Regiment of Wales), 
who were awarded the VC after the battle. The soldier's 
family have asked not to be identified. 

[A short account of the battle appeared in S e a x e No.14 of 
October 1996] 

Did You Know? 
According to Kwasi Kar teng of the Daily Telegraph the kilt 
is a comparatively modern invention - he writes - a lot of 

these "traditions" are self conscious 
inventions, often very recent. The 
most obvious example of this sort of 
myth-making is the kilt. The kilt, as 
we ought to know, was invented by an 
Englishman. Thomas Rawlinson, a 
Quaker ironmonger from Lancashire, 
devised it because the traditional dress 
of his Highland factory workers got in 
the way. It was a cumbrous, unwieldy 

habit. He sent for a tailor to abridge the dress and make it 
handy and convenient for his workmen: thus the kilt was 
born. All this Hugh Trevor-Roper tells us, happened in 
1727. It is, therefore, mildly irritating to see films such as 
Braveheart, in which 13th century warriors are clad in an 
18th century piece of folly. 
The AA Touring Guide to Scotland has more to say on the 
subject - the kilt was not always used in its present form. In 
the days of the clans it was the breacon-feile, the belted 
plaid, a sort of tartan blanket two yards wide by five or six 
yards long. One end of this was wrapped round the body 
like a modern kilt, and the rest thrown over the shoulder 
and pinned in place. The plaid could be used as a blanket 
at night. Highlanders delighted in bright colours and, 
those who could afford it wore plaids that were striped in 
hues, generally in both warp and weft, but sometimes in 
one direction only. They called such cloth breacan or 
variegated. Our word tartan comes from the French 
tiretaine, which referred to a kind of cloth. 
English and French - it's unbelievable! Scots wha hae? 

Data Protection Act 
We hold on our word processor, on behalf of the 
Middlesex Heraldry Society, the names, addresses and, in 
many cases, the telephone numbers of readers of Seaxe. 
Under the Data Protection Act we are obliged to inform you 
of this fact but, at the same time, we hasten to assure you that 
the information will not be divulged to any other persons 
than members of the Middlesex Heraldry Society or readers of 
Seaxe. If you have any objection to this arrangement please 
let us know as soon as possible and your details will be 
deleted from the list. 



The Ta i l of a T a l e of a Ta l ly in Italy 
In September last year we asked Tony, the eldest son of 
our great friends Tom & Margaret Backhouse, if he 
could get hold of a line drawing in black and white of the 
badge of HMS Agrippa. As Commander A. W. 
Backhouse RN he is a very busy man so we bore 
ourselves in patience until February when we decided to do 
the best we could with what we had and you saw the result 
in Seaxe No.21. Recently we received a large coloured 
representation of the badge together with the blazon by 
Thomas Woodcock, Norroy and Ulster King of 
Arms, an apology for the delay and for the fact that it was 
not black and white. We think it gives our readers much 
more of an idea than that scanned from a newspaper and 
we are grateful for the "update". 

Blazon: Barry wavy Argent and Vert a Roman Helmet 
affronty Bronze lined and with a plume Gules and charged 
with an anchor Azure. 

Arms of the Devon County Council 
Your editors realised as soon as Seaxe No.21 was 

published that they had 
forgotten to illustrate the arms 
of the Devon County Council 
and are amazed that only the 
authoress herself noticed or, at 
least, was the only one to take 
us to task. Our sincere 
apologies Fay. 
Arms - Argent a lion 
rampant Gules with a Golden 
crown a chief wavy parted 
fesswise Azure and barry 

wavy Silver and Azure and thereon an ancient ship also 
Silver. The motto translates:- as By divine aid. 

Militaria No . 19 -
The Royal Ir ish Regiment 

William Ill's Flanders campaign produced a single 
victory at the Siege of Namur in 1695. To mark the 
occasion the King, probably as a political gesture, singled 
out the Earl of Granard's Irish Regiment of Foot 

(18th) raised in 1684, redesignated it The 
Royal Regiment of Ireland and awarded 
it the badge of the Lion of Nassau and the 
motto Virtutis Namurcensis Praemium. 
[Reward of Virtue at Namur] (The motto is 
borne on the regimental colour of the Royal 
Irish Regiment alone and it was not until 
215 years later that the thirteen other 
regiments present at the siege were granted 
the honour Namur 1695!). 

The badge was described as - a strap inscribed Royal Irish 
surmounted by the Lion of Nassau standing on a wavy 
scroll. In the centre the Sphinx superscribed Egypt* over 
the numerals 18. In 
1751 it became the 18th 
(The Royal Irish 
Foot) and in 1881 the 
18th or Royal Irish 
Regiment - a title they 
kept to the end of their 
days. 

From 1855 to 1861 they 
wore a head-dress badge 
described as:- a circlet 
inscribed Namurcensis 
praemium virtutis - in the centre the Harp and Crown 

within a wreath of shamrocks. 
From 1881-1914 they wore, as a helmet 
plate centre:- On a circlet - Royal Irish: 
in the centre the Irish Harp surmounted 
by an Imperial Crown. 
Sadly this fine old regiment, one of the 
oldest in the British army, was 
disbanded in 1922 when the Southern 

Irish counties broke away from the UK to become the Irish 
Free State. 

The regimental battle honours include Blenheim 1704, 
Ramillies 1706, Oudenarde 1708, Malplaquet 1709, Egypt 
1801, Sevastopol 1854-55 and Tel-el-Kebir 1882. The 
Regiment fought in the Maori Wars in New Zealand 
[1863-66] and in the Boer War. There is an illustrious list 
of honours from the Great War which includes Mons, 
Marne, Aisne, Ypres, Somme, Delville Wood, Messines, 
Cambrai and Gallipoli - the Landing at Suvla. 

The regimental badge was described 
as - The Erin Harp ensigned within 
the Crown. 
*Permission to incorporate the 
Sphinx in regimental badges was 
granted to all regiments which took 
part in the Egyptian campaign of 
1801. 

Nicknamed "Paddy's Blackguards" - probably an accurate 
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