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The Swan 
In an art icle on the S w a n Sanc tua ry at E g h a m by the founder 
Dorothy Beeson BEM she wr i tes that it is the largest and 

only self-contained 
swan hospital in the 
United Kingdom -
handl ing around 
three thousand swans 
a y e a r need ing 
anyth ing from 
banks ide t reatment to 

hospi ta l isa t ion and major surgery . T h e y w o r k closely wi th 
m a n y agenc ies inc luding the R S P C A and are a lso Crown 
Agents for the treatment and welfare of swans wherever 
Her Majesty's interests lie. M r s Beeson ' s a ims are to 
provide the finest welfare treatment, care and rehabilitation 
for any injured or ill swan brought to the attention of The 
Sanctuary and goes on to say that in order to achieve this 
goal we must look to expand our current facilities 

and once we can establish a new site it is hoped 
that there will be employment opportunities, both full and 
part time, for those seeking work in veterinary and 
conservation fields. 
U n d e r the heading The S w a n a s p a r t o f o u r H e r i t a g e 
Mrs Beeson wr i tes The Mute Swan (Cygnus Olor) is 
quite often referred to as a legend with wings. The history 
of this most majestic of birds is both mystical and 
miraculous. The swan is one of the Windsor beasts, the 
famous swan of Bohun, which has a history going back to 

the legendary Swan Knight1. King 
Henry IV used it in the right of his 
wife, Mary,2 and afterwards the 
swan was used on Royal Armorial 
Bearings and Badges like King 
Henry V at the Battle of Agincourt 
in 1415. In 1496, the Secretary of 
the Venetian Ambassador to 
London, writing to his master said 
"it is a very beautiful to behold one 

or two thousand swans upon the River Thames". The swan 
was widely adopted by Royalty possibly because it could 
never be fully domesticated and is valiant in defending its 
young - even to the death. In Greek mythology Apollo, the 
Sun god, travelled the land of the North wind in a chariot 
drawn by swans. The constellation Cygnus which can be 
seen in the Autumn sky celebrates the event. Hans 
Christian Andersen wrote The Ugly Duckling with a 
sympathetic leading role for the swan. More recently 
Richard Nixon in 1972 when President of the United States 

decreed that that this regal bird should become the 
International Symbol of World Peace and gave a statue of a 
swan to the Chinese people which can still be seen in the 
Great Hall in Beijing. As you can see the regal swan has 
made a significant contribution to our culture and that of 
the whole civilised world. 
Donations may be sent to:-
Dorothy Beeson BEM, The Swan Sanctuary, Field View, 

Pooley Green, Egham, Surrey TW20 8AT. 

Tel. 01784 431667 

1 In the o p e r a Parzival, L o h e n g r i n , T h e Swan Kn igh t , a r r ives 
at A n t w e r p in a skiff d r a w n by a swan and c h a m p i o n s E l sa , 
P r incess o f Braban t , b e c o m i n g her husband on the sole 
condi t ion that she shall not ask h im his n a m e or l ineage . 
H o w e v e r o n the mar r i age night , she d o e s so and he , by his 
v o w s to the Grai l , i s obl iged to d ivu lge his identi ty but a t t he 
same t ime h e d i sappears . T h e swan re turns for h im and h e 
goes bu t no t before re - t ransforming the s w an in to Elsa ' s 
brother , Gottfr ied, w h o had been forced to b e c o m e a swan by 
Ort rud , a s c h e m i n g sorceress . 

2 The whi t e swan of B o h u n b a d g e was adopted by Henry IV 
in the r igh t of h is wife w h o w a s a daughte r of one of the 
hei resses of H u m p h r e y d e B o h u n , Earl of Hereford. 

The Worshipful Company of Musicians - the Gui ld began as 
a f e l lowsh ip of minst re ls c.l350 but 
w a s officially granted a r m s on 15th 
O c t o b e r 1604 - Azure a swan with 
wings expanded Argent within a 
double tressure flory counter-flory 
Or, on a chief Gules a pale between 
two lions passant guardant Or 
thereon a rose Gules barbed & 
seeded Vert. 

Accord ing to B o u t e l l the swan 
probably a l ludes to the legend wh ich h a s many var ia t ions but 
tells h o w the soul of A p o l l o , t he god of m u s i c , passed at 
death in to a swan ; swans are therefore said to sing at the 
approach of death because they a re inspired by Apo l lo . 

Neare r h o m e , the a rms of Staines 
inc lude t w o swans - the comple te 
blazon is Gules a fess barry wavy of 

four pieces Argent and Azure and 
thereon a representation of Staines 
Bridge in Gold; in chief two swans 
proper facing one another and in base 
a representation of London Stone Gold 
between two seaxes erect their blades 

Swan Window in Westminster Abbey 



Silver and their pommels and hilts Gold. T h e mot to may 
be translated as At the bridges we look forward - as A d 
P o n t e s w a s the R o m a n n a m e for Sta ines Scott-Giles 
bel ieved that the s y m b o l i s m conveyed is that from our 
ancient past we look forward to the 
future and 

Egham, on the o ther s ide of the r iver , 
has for i ts crest, a swan swimming in 
front of a weeping willow tree all 
proper. 
N o r m u s t w e forget the ancient 
c e r e m o n y of S w a n - u p p i n g wh ich takes 
p lace annual ly on the T h a m e s with 

Egham Crest l uncheon taken at Sta ines at the S w a n 
Hote l ! Al l swans a re o w n e d ei ther by the C r o w n or 
jo int ly by the D y e r s a n d Vintners C o m p a n i e s and the 
ce remony involves the swans be long ing t o the Crown 
being marked with f ive n icks ( two lengthwise and three 
across the bill) and t h e C o m p a n i e s ' swans wi th t w o n icks . 
In recent yea r s the n u m b e r s of swans on the T h a m e s has 
increased n o doubt in part because of the prohibi t ion of 
the use of lead sho t by anglers and certainly in part by 
Dot Beeson and c o m p a n y at the S w a n Sanctuary . The 
Secretary to the V e n e t i a n A m b a s s a d o r w a s r ight! 

A Tale of a Tally in Italy 
A lack of common cap tallies has resulted in the 

commissioning of a new 
overseas Royal Navy 
establishment in Italy. As 
final preparations were 
being made for the handover 
of Hong Kong, and with 
bases in Bermuda and Malta 
now a distant memory, Navy 
men and women in Naples 
were proudly bucking the 
closure trend by introducing 
the name Agrippa to RN 

records. 

The need for a new identity became apparent with the 
decommissioning of the RN pay centre, HMS Centurion, 
in 1995. Ratings continued to wear the cap tallies of 
previous establishments; alternatives were not 
appropriate or deemed unsuitable - anything connected 
with Nelson, for example, would upset local feelings, as 
he was instrumental in the execution of Neapolitan 
"rebels" in 1799. 
A t the commis s ion ing ce remony Vice Admira l Sir 
Michae l M o o r e sa id the name was appropriate for 
two reasons. The Roman general Agrippa defeated 
Mark Antony and Cleopatra in the battle of Actium in 
31BC, perhaps the greatest sea battle of ancient times. 
Agrippa's fleet base was in the Naples area. 
The cost of commissioning Agrippa was the cost of the 
cap tallies and artwork for the new crest - a few hundred 
pounds. And the benefits? Agrippa publ ic re la t ions 
officer said it provides a corporate spirit and unit 
identity, and also gives us visibility and profile amongst 

the NATO community. 
The birth of Agrippa has been welcomed by the 
Commander Allied Naval Forces Southern Europe. 
A d m i r a l Angel i wrote to Agrippa's new commanding 
officer, congratulating him on his appointment. 
H e wrote I am delighted that the Royal Navy has 
decided to commission its Naval Element which makes 
such an important contribution to NATO's Southern 
Region, and I am honoured that it should be sited in my 
headquarters I think that the choice of name and ship's 
badge design for your new establishment are excellent 
and reflect a keen sense of history, association and 
location. I could not be more pleased by this 
development, and wish you and the crew the very best for 
the future. 
[The a b o v e are ext rac ts f rom an article in N a v y N e w s 
kindly loaned to y o u r edi tors by Ron Brown.] 

[From the il lustration it is difficult t o 
b lazon the badge but it appears to be ; -
Argent three bars wavy Vert overall a 
Roman helmet proper and 
as y o u r ed i tors were unable to obtain a 
c lear print , they hope that readers wil l 
accep t the car toon type he lmeted head 
which s h o w s wha t the main charge on 
the badge is m e a n t to represent .] 

Melchior - King of Arabia and Nubia 
W e are indebted to old friend and n e w m e m b e r of "our" 
Society - Sedge Smith for the story of the eldest of the 
Three Kings and w h o brough t gold to the infant Jesus -
one K i n g honour ing another . T h e story was told on a 
delightful h o m e produced Chr i s tmas card as fol lows:-
Melchior, whose name means King of L i g h t in 
Hebrew was one of the Magi, the first Gentiles to believe 
in Christ In mediaeval times they were known as the 

Three Kings of C o l o g n e as it was 
claimed that their bones were laid 
in the Cathedral of that city. The 
arms ascribed to Melchior Azure 
within the Horns of an Increscent a 
Molet all Or echo the story of the 
Sages who came out of the East 
following the mysterious star. 

In w e l c o m i n g S e d g e and Hazel a s m e m b e r s of " the 
Midd lesex" w e h o p e that w e will b e forgiven for m a k i n g 
free with the resul ts of Sedge ' s research . 

Did You Know? 
Horseshoes are also known as ferrs a n d 
are usual ly depic ted point ing d o w n w a r d s 
- they are , howeve r , somet imes b lazoned 
reversed a s in the case of the a rms of 
Iain Swinner ton - Argent a cross formy 

flory between two ferrs reversed in chief 
Sable. 
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My Home Town - N o 6 
by Frances (Fay) Robson 

T h e quie t li t t le m a r k e t t o w n that I r e m e m b e r has g iven 
w a y t o busy streets c r o w d e d wi th peop le and wi th vehic les 
and m a n y bui ld ings h a v e been demol i shed to m a k e w a y 
for ca r -parks . B u t e n o u g h r e m a i n s of Tiverton t o induce 
mi ld nos ta lg ia , a r e m i n d e r of the innocent op t imis t w h o 
wa lked to school each day for three years , and be l ieved 
that peop le were g o o d and that the count rys ide wou ld 
a lways be beaut i ful . B o a r d i n g Schoo l at the age of e ight 
p roved a harsh a w a k e n i n g and suddenly life w a s devo id of 
any k ind of beau ty . 

T h e n a m e Tiverton de r ives from T w y - f o r d - t o w n - the 
place of the t w o fords ac ross the R ive r s E x e and L o w m a n 
and it still boas t s h is tor ic bu i ld ings whi ls t the a rea a round 
the cas t le and St. Peter ' s C h u r c h has no t lost i ts 
p ic turesque appeal . T h e h a n d s o m e houses front ing St. 
Peter ' s S t ree t , wi th their back ga rdens s loping d o w n 
towards the R ive r E x e , testify to the prosperi ty of the town 
which Dan ie l Defoe descr ibed in the 18th cen tury as the 
greatest manufacturing centre in Devon. 

A ser ies of 
d i sas t rous fires 
be tween 1598 
and 1721 led in 
t ime t o the 
pass ing of an 
A c t enforc ing 
safer bu i ld ing 
regu la t ions . 
T h e dec l ine of 
the cloth 
indust ry hit 
many wes t 
count ry t owns , 

but the b l o w w a s softened in Tiverton by John 
Heathcoat's in t roduct ion of l ace-making . In 
L o u g h b o r o u g h in Le ices te r sh i re he had suffered from the 
violent act ivi t ies of the L u d d i t e mach ine -b reake r s so h e 

m o v e d his 
manufac tu r ing 
base to 
Tiverton, 
tak ing ove r in 
1816 one of 
the last 
wool len mi l l s 
e m p l o y i n g an 

eve r increas ing n u m b e r of local peop le . K n i g h t s h a y e s 
Court , the h o u s e built after 1869 for the Heathcoat-

Amorys n o w be longs to the 
Na t iona l Trus t and is noted for 
its beautiful ga rdens , 
Tiverton w a s a S a x o n 
se t t lement founded in the 
seventh century and w a s a 
Roya l estate f rom the 
beg inn ing . In 1106 H e n r y I 
granted the large and va luab le 
manor to Richard de 
Redvers whose son, 

Amory 

Baldwin, was created Earl Of Devon. T h e cast le was 
built by Richard de Redvers to guard a fording point 
of the E x e and i t b e c a m e the pr incipal res idence until 
1539 of h i s descendan t s - the Courtenays. 
D u r i n g the Civi l W a r the cast le was held for the King bu t 
w a s captured by G e n e r a l Fairfax w h o immedia te ly 
posted guards a t the en t rance to St. Peter 's C h u r c h , next 
door , to p reven t loo t ing and d a m a g e . A beautiful carving 
of the Assumpt ion in the south porch wou ld h a v e been a 
p r ime target for po t - sho ts had it not been for this 
pro tec t ion . T h o u g h m a n y of the cast le bu i ld ings were 
d i smant led the impres s ive 14th century ga t eway surv ives 
leading into a del ightful cour tyard with a fine res idence to 
the nor th-east . T h e present o w n e r is an expe r t on the 17th 
century and , if y o u can pe r suade h im to talk about it y o u 
are in for an i l lumina t ing twenty minutes . At the t ime of 
m y last visi t he w a s on duty in the A r m o u r y . 
Bu t St. Peter ' s C h u r c h mus t be the glory of Tiverton 
even if the inter ior h a s suffered f rom over -zea lous 

Vic tor ian res tora t ion. 
M u c h of it da tes from 

the 15th century and the exter ior was lavishly decora ted 
by John Greenway, a weal thy woo l merchan t , w h o 
rebuil t the south a is le and added the G r e e n w a y Chape l . 
On the frieze ou t s ide his chapel are twen ty - four a rmed 
merchan t ships and twen ty -one scenes f rom the life o f 
Chris t , in addi t ion to an imals , merchants ' m a r k s and coats 
of a rms inc lud ing those of the Drapers Company and 
of Lady Catherine Courtenay, daugh te r of E d w a r d IV . 
Not m u c h access ib le hera ldry adorns the church inter ior 
but colourful r epresen ta t ions of the lion and the unicorn 
su rmount the M a y o r ' s p e w c o m m e m o r a t i n g the grant ing 

of a charter by J a m e s I in 1615. 
B u t hera ldic hunge r is partially 
satisfied by a pain ted board in the 
north aisle featur ing the a rms of 
the chief pat rons and benefactors 
of the town . As wel l as Redvers 
and Courtenay there are the 
a rms of the Drapers Company, 
Heathcoat-Amory, Carew, 
Newte and m a n y m o r e . T h e 
Newtes p rovided R e c t o r s for the 

C h u r c h in the 17th and 18th centur ies . I 
w a s part icularly interested in their 
d i s t inc t ive coat of arms s ince Newte ' s 
Hi l l , long and a rduous , lay be tween the 
Tiverton and m y father 's farm and 
s e e m e d to get longer each t ime I pushed 
m y b icyc le up its s teep incl ine . 
Tiverton has had many dis t inguished 
sons inc lud ing Richard Cosway, the 
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