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A Golden Jubilee 
Congratulations to the 

City of Bath Heraldic Society 
on its Golden Jubilee next year. 

Our good friend, the knowledgeable and dynamic 
chairman, Michael Messer, sent us the 1997-1998 

programme in which he gives a very brief account of 
the formation of the Society. Let it speak for itself. 

In May 1948 an Exhibition of Heraldry was held at the 
Guildhall in Bath during the Bath Assembly. The 

organizers of this event continued to meet and discuss 
the subject of heraldry and from this sprang the City of 
Bath Heraldic Society. Two of the principal founders 

were the Reverend Everard Rowe, Vicar of Weston, 
Bath and Peter Summers FSA, Bursar at Kingswood 

School, Bath. 
Today the society continues to meet to talk about and 
learn more of the ancient art and science of heraldry. 

I t ' s a Sickle! 
We have received a card from Iain Swinnerton in which he 
says - referring, of course, to the arms of the Federation of 
Family History Societies - Thanks for Seaxe. Yes it was a 
booboo. Blazon is wrong - should be sickle. It has been 
corrected now. I should know - I use both on my hillside! 
[Thank you too old "Eagle E y e " Matthews for spotting the 
error - Eds] 

Society Visit to Croydon Palace 
from Kay Holmes 

Thanks are due from the 
Society to Marjorie 
Kirby for our very happy 
and successful third visit 
to this unique former 
Palace with its wealth of 
heraldry. 
It is some years since our 
first visit, and the second, 
last year, was sadly 

limited by the Tube strike. So it was a great joy to see so 
many 'old', familiar faces on 23rd July, gathering from 
different directions and by various routes. There were other 
parties to be shown round but the sheep and the goats were 
soon separated. 
As last year, Mrs Yvonne Walker conducted our tour; it 
was particularly kind of her to do so as she was still 
recovering from the effects of a fall. Her talk was most 
interesting and informative, and full of her enthusiasm for the 
Palace, yet still with a delightful lightness of touch. She 
pointed out the heraldry, and quite obviously had made that 
aspect her own. The tour lasted two and a half hours, with an 
interval for a most welcome and efficiently served tea, yet 
the time passed all too quickly. 
We hope that Mrs Walker was not too exhausted by her 
efforts on our behalf, and that she is now fully recovered. 
We are most grateful to her for the research she had carried 
out, and for the tour itself. Thanks again to Marjorie 
supported by Don, for their persistence in organizing a visit 
which gave so much pleasure to so many of our members, 
[The illustration is of the Palace Chapel (a chappell 
wainscotted) and is taken from the book Lords of Croydon 
Palace written by Mrs Walker. We are sure she will 
forgive us if we quote from the leaflet A Tour of Croydon 
Palace - At one time the Palace probably had several 
chapels but the principal one would have been on the site of 
the present one. This dates from the mid-15th century, 
though an earlier chapel certainly existed since it is known 
that an ordination was carried out at Croydon Palace by 
Archbishop Peckham in 1283. Two pew ends from an 
earlier chapel have been incorporated into the present one, 
though most of the pews themselves were added in the 17th 
century by Laud and Juxon. The screen at the west end 
was erected by Morton - the pew high up by Matthew 
Parker for Queen Elizabeth and the altar rails by Laud 
used against him at his trial for treason in 1644 - Eds] 

Stet fortuna domus! 



Bourne 

My Home Town - No.4 by Peter Bentley 
When, on my retirement I 'migrated' to my adopted home 

town of Bourne - Lincolnshire, I was 
very confused at first over names such 
as The Parts of Lindsey, The Parts of 
Holland and The Parts of Kesteven. 
I naturally thought - why only 'parts'? 
-which 'parts'? - and where are the 
other 'parts'? It soon became clear that 
that these were the names given to the 
three administrative areas into which 
the county was divided but, unlike 
Yorkshire with its simple North, West 
and East Ridings, the Lincolnshire 
terminology is very odd. Each of the 
councils had its own arms and all were 

under the authority of the Lincolnshire County Council. 

Since 1974, during the 
reorganisation of local 
government, these areas were 
redefined and some renaming 
took place - for example 
Lincoln became Lincoln 
City Council - Boston, 
which was in Parts of 
Holland is now a Borough 

Council whilst all the rest became District Councils but are 
still under the jurisdiction of Lincolnshire County 
Council. By far the largest - over half the county, is the 
northern area - East and West Lindsey and the southern 
region is divided between Boston and South Holland to the 
east and North and South Kesteven to the west. 
Bourne itself is situated in South Kesteven and is on the 

edge of the rich black-soiled fens to 
the east with the wolds and wooded 
uplands to the west. The town 
originated around the Well-head or 
St. Peter's Pool. This natural 
feature, which today consists of a 
circular, clay lined and embanked pool 
- is reputed to filled by seven springs 
and would have provided an ample 
supply of water for the early settlers in 
the Anglo-Saxon period. It is this 
spring, or the water that flows from it, 
that gives Bourne its name. The Old 
English word burna, common in 
Anglo-Saxon times and found in 

modern form as burn, especially in Scotland, meant both 
stream and spring. A wide range of English place-names 
derives from this connection with a 
river or stream; the name Bourne 
itself occurs in several localities and 
many other places have burn, borne 
or bourne as a suffix. 
In the Middle Ages Bourne 
consisted of two separate manors. 
They were the manor of Bourn 
(old spelling) and the manor of 

Watch and pray. 

Bourne Abbotts. The latter 
obviously making its 
appearance with the foundation 
of the Abbey and having 
successive abbots as its lord. 
The manor of Bourn for a 
substantial part of the Middle 
Ages was in the hands of the 
Wake family.. during the reign 
of Henry I, William de 
Rullos was the Lord of 
Bourne but, soon after, the 
manor passed into the hands of 
Baldwin Fitzgilbert, who 
had married Adelina. niece of 

William de Rul los. Their daughter, Emma, married 
Hugh Wake, who became Lord of Bourne by 1166. The 
manor remained with the Wakes until the 14th century and 
they also occupied Bourne Castle located in the Well­
head field. All that remains today are grassy mounds and 
traces of the moat. 
An important building in the town is, of course, the Abbey -
founded in 1138 by Baldwin Fitzgilbert de Clare. It 
was one of only five English houses connected to the 
Arrouasian congregation, a sub-division of the 
Augustinians. The most famous of the canons was Robert 
Manning, reputedly born in the town. This eminent scholar 
promoted the brotherhood and the unity of the English race 
by formulating one clear grammatical spoken language 
from the numerous dialects existing at that time. The local 
secondary school is named after him. The Abbey roof 
bosses show, in addition to the devices for St. Peter and St. 
Paul to whom the Abbey Church is dedicated, the arms of 
Clare for the founder and Wake for the one time Lords of 
Bourne. 
Probably the finest building in Bourne is the Red Hall - an 
Elizabethan manor house built by one of the up and coming 
gentry, Gilbert Fisher, towards the end of the sixteenth 
century. In about 1730 it passed to the Digby family and 

remained in their possession until the 
last of the family, Catherine, died in 
1836. It was sold in 1849 to the newly 
formed Bourne and Essendine 
Railway Company. It then became 
part of the railway station and was used 
as the ticket office. Bourne was a very 
important railway centre until its decline 
and demise sadly became inevitable at 

the hands of one, Dr. Beeching. Happily though this 
beautiful building was passed to Bourne United Charities 
and, after very extensive refurbishment, it now serves as a 
thriving community centre. I have attended W.E.A. 
Courses there and it was used in the television production of 
Moll Flanders. There is a local legend that the Hall was 
famous for its connection with the Gunpowder Plot and 
that one of the main conspirators, Sir Everard Digby, was 
born and lived in The Red Hall. It was further believed 
that the conspirators met and actually hatched the plot there 
- however historical fact shows that the Hall was owned by 
the Fisher family at the time and, as stated earlier, it did 
not come into the hands of the Digby family until a century 
later. 
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