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Editorial 
Your Edi tors apologise for the late appearance of this issue of 
Seaxe which is mainly d u e to the acquis i t ion of a n e w 
compute r and the accompany ing teething t roubles - not to 
ment ion frayed nerves and hair loss! W e hope that in the not 
too dis tant future w e shall benefit from the ext ra speed wi th 
which the mach ine opera tes and from improved qual i ty of 
the i l lustrat ions. (Unfortunately the improved per formance 
or t emper of the opera tor cannot be guaranteed!) 

Congratulations 
We extend our sincere congratula t ions 

to our pa t ron 

Mr David Hubert Boothby 
Chesshyre 

on his appo in tmen t as 

Clarenceux King of Arms 

and also to 
Mr T h o m a s W o o d c o c k , 

Somerset Herald, 
who succeeds him as 

Norroy and Ulster King of Arms 

Valedictory 
The members of the 

Middlesex Heraldry Society 
send every good wish for a 

long and happy ret i rement to 
Mr John Philip Brooke Brooke-Little 

Clarenceux King of Arms 
on relinquishing his appoin tment . 

He will long be remembered for his ability to make 
Heraldry both interesting and unders tandab le a n d for 
his authorship and editorship of more erudite works . 

After Hengrave 
O u r readers will r e m e m b e r that in the article on the visit to 
Hengrave , Rita T i t ter ton said that Iain Swinner ton . the 
cha i rman , w a s not s tanding d o w n at the A G M but was 
wai t ing unti l midn igh t so that he could impale his o w n a rms 
with the n e w a rms of the Federa t ion . Here are those a r m s . 

Arms of the Federation of Family History 
Societies 

On 5th April 1997 
the Gran t of Arms 
was presented to 
the Federat ion by 
our pat ron, the 
then N o r r o y a n d 
U l s t e r King of 
A r m s , and are -
Arms: Potent Or 
and Azure on a 
bordure Gules 
eleven acorns Or. 
Crest: On a helm 
with a wreath Or 
and Gules a crane 

holding in the beak a sprig of oak proper fructed Or and 
supporting with the dexter foot a terrestrial globe proper the 
land masses Gules. Mant l ing: Gules doubled Or. 
Supporters : On the dexter a man habited as a smith holding 
in the dexter hand a hammer resting upon an anvil proper 
and in the sinister hand a horseshoe reversed Or and on the 
sinister a woman habited as an agricultural labourer holding 
in the sinister hand a scythe proper resting upon a garb Or 
and in the dexter hand a hank of binder twine proper. 
Motto: One from many. Badge: A terrestrial globe proper 
the land masses Gules environed by a wreath of oak leaves 
Vert fructed of six acorns Or - as on the crest . 
Interpretat ion: T h e b lue and gold field is in the form of a 
series of T s ' which represent family t rees and the e leven 
acorns stand for the e leven founder societ ies*. T h e crest is a 
crane, the tradit ional bird of learning, and the globe 
represents the wor ld -wide member sh ip of the Federat ion . 
T h e supporters , a ma le artisan and a female agricultural 
labourer represent the majority of our ancestors . T h e 
blacksmith is from the arms of B i rmingham (where the 
foundat ion meet ing w a s held) but he holds a golden horseshoe 
taken from the a rms of their founder cha i rman and first 
president - Iain S w i n n e r t o n . T h e badge is taken from the 
crest and is surrounded by a chaplet of oak leaves and six 
acorns represent ing the countr ies in which the Federat ion has 
m e m b e r s . 

* W e are grateful to our good friend, Michael Messer . w h o 
has sent us a copy of the "Presentat ion Leaflet". Mike also 
points out that the City of Ba th Heraldry Society get a 
ment ion in the actual text - they are one of the "first e leven" 
and he i s , of course , their current cha i rman . 



I n Search of Armorial Glass 
by J o s s Froggatt 

In 1956 I w a s appoin ted Cha i rman of the Putty & Mastics 
Industrial & Technical Sub-section. Th i s , of course , is all 
about glass and glazing wh ich , at tha t t ime , w a s booming 
due to the extens ive nat ional bui lding p r o g r a m m e coupled 
with the arr ival on the scene of h igh-r ise flats and tower 
b locks with their mass ive fenestrat ion. It w a s cus tomary for 
the new Cha i rman to p roduce a paper on some aspect of the 
industry - I chose The History of English 

Little w a s I to k n o w that thirty years on I w a s to p roduce 
another saga on The History and Development of 
Armorial Glass in England. T h e earliest 
reference I found w a s that by Bede w h o records that in the 
8th century B ishop B iscop sent t o Gaul for g laziers to 
c o m e and glaze a n e w abbey he was bui ld ing at 
M o n k w e a r m o u t h in County D u r h a m . At that t ime no 
glass w a s m a d e in Eng land so it follows that the glaziers 
mus t have brought the glass with t hem. W e bel ieve that 
g lass , at this t ime , was possibly in very small p ieces and 
that Saxon w i n d o w s were round , head h igh and, if "glazed" 
at all , w e r e covered in h ide or skin. 

T h e earl iest Engl ish church w i n d o w s , as far as can be 
es tabl ished, were of the first pointed era - smal l lancet 
w i n d o w s , the first records of g lass -makers w e r e , in fact, 
based on an area qui te nea r t o Dork ing - at Chiddingfo ld . 
In 1240 t w o French famil ies were granted land there for 
k i lns and furnaces - it was a heavi ly w o o d e d area and would 
provide fuel t o heat the ki lns which a lso produced wood-ash 
(Potash) for use in the mak ing of g lass . T h e r e w a s an 
ample supply of sand w h i c h , of course , i s the basis of glass 
manufac tu re . It is a l so recorded that by 1271 they were in a 
posi t ion to supply glass to the n e w abbey at Wes tmins ter . 

At th is point I w a s looking for the 
earl iest armoria l g lass and found 
example s in the W e s t w i n d o w of 
Sal i sbury Cathedra l - Provence , 
France , Eng land , P lantagenet , B igod 
and C l a r e all da ted be tween 1245 and 
1270. Unfor tunate ly we d o not k n o w 
whe the r they w e r e m a d e by Engl ish 

craf tsmen or b rought from France . S o 
w h e n was the very ear l ies t coloured glass m a d e or to be 
found? Th i s quest ion was answered by the Four Prophets -
a very smal l w i n d o w in the 
clerestory of the ca thedra l a t 
A u g s b u r g in Ge rm any and dated 
1050 A D ! 

Hera ldry is essential ly visual but 
unfortunately m y eyesight i s very 
poor . I lost m y right eye w h e n I 
was t w o yea r s old and m y left 
eye is poor ly sighted - the main 
reason for m y enforced early 
re t i rement . It a l so coinc ided with 
our g rowing interest in a rmor ia l glass - so P e a c h had to 
take all the glass w e d i scovered - she is a first c lass 
photographer and the bulk of the s l ides are perfect but it 

Bigod 

was not until they had been developed and s h o w n on our 
big screen that I w a s able to see them in detai l . 
O u r sl ide collect ion runs wel l into four figures and with so 
m a n y to choose from it has been difficult to select a few 
locat ions which have impressed us the most . 

St. Mary's Church at Battersea - T h e St. John w i n d o w 
survived the war- t ime bombing by be ing removed and taken 
to B l e n h e i m for safe storage - it depic ts all the families 
connec ted with St. John and w a s d iscussed in a talk, Our 
Lady of Batersey, g iven by P e g g y Foster s ome years 
ago . The w i n d o w was des igned by A b r a h a m van Linge 
and wi th its t w o portra i ts is a real joy . 

Gilling Castle - A wonderful surprise to d i scover those 
fine hera ld ic w i n d o w s wi th a thumbnai l self-portrait of the 
artist - Dinninkoff. It i s a pity there was s o little of his 
work to be seen. H o w e v e r , in all , there were thirteen 
different hera ldic badges and 41 coats of a rms . 

St. Martin's Church at Stamford - Here 
there are several w i n d o w s wi th references 
to the Cecil family - we d iscovered later 
that a lot of it was pur loined from other 
churches ! Burghley H o u s e , built by 
Wil l iam Ceci l be tween 1550 and 1587 
and for many years the h o m e of the Cec i l s 
i s , of course , at Stamford. Cecil 

Plantagenet 

Lincoln's Inn - In the chapel here w e saw the largest 
collect ion of armoria l glass we have ever seen. Hundreds 
of coats of a rms of Treasurers and o ther d igni tar ies w h o had 
served the Inns are d isplayed and a visit to the F ie lds where 
the Chape l wh ich used to be open daily f rom 12 noon to 
2 p m is wel l wor th whi le . 

York Minster - W e were so impressed w e spent a whole 
fortnight in York - Peach go ing to the Mins te r at all t imes 

of the day to photograph the 
hera ldic glass in the right 
l ight . ( W e counted 4 5 0 
coats of a rms!) In the 
clerestory the a rms of all 
w h o took part in the Batt le 
of Bannockburn are 
d isp layed. Gu ides , in the 
Mins ter , claim that they have 
the finest collection of 
mediaeval glass in the 
country - a c la im with which 
I wou ld not a rgue . 

T h e Y o r k school was a very 
ear ly producer of stained 
glass and they are lucky to 
have been able to preserve 
so m u c h . O t h e r cathedrals 
and churches were not so 
lucky and lost a great deal of 

pr ice less stained glass for four main reasons : -
(i) Neg lec t - w i n d o w s are vulnerable to the vagar ies of the 
wea the r - the lead is e roded , weakened and , eventual ly , 
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