
The Seaxe 
Newsletter of the Middlesex Heraldry Society 

Joint Editors - Don & Marjorie Kirby, 2 Jamnagar Close, Staines, Middlesex TW18 2JT (01784 456049) 

No.16 (Founded 1976) February 1997 

The Institute of Traffic Accident 

Investigators Bears Arms 
or 

How members of the Middlesex Heraldry Society 
were instrumental in a granting of arms 

by 

Roger Matthews 
Round about 1992 my good friend Ian Mackenzie who is a 
council member of the Institute of Traffic Accident 
Investigators asked me to come up with a few designs for 
a logo or badge for the Institute. Although my heart was not 
in it I produced half a dozen or so tentative designs. 
However, after studying them the Council decided that they 
were not sufficiently prestigious and did not meet with their 
requirements. Their next step was to approach an Art 
College (with a donation) but with a similar lack of success. 
1 remembered what Pete Taylor had said about the 
directorate of his son's firm which decided that it needed a 
grand corporate image and went 'commercial' ignoring 
Pete's advice to seek a grant of arms. The result was that 
the capital letter of their heading was redesigned and 
tinctured vert at a cost of about £90,000. Relating this story 
to Ian I suggested that the ITAI should apply for a grant of 
arms as you cannot get more prestigious than that! To Ian's 
surprise his proposal was readily accepted by the Council 
(11th May 1994) and he was asked to form a sub-committee 
to make the necessary arrangements. I was asked to give 
what assistance I could and their formal request was sent to 
the College of Arms on 24th May. 
Henry Paston Bedingfeld, York Herald, became the 
agent and a memorial was despatched to the Earl Marshal on 
9th May 1995. Incidentally, a group or body requiring arms 
must have been in existence for at least twenty years. In the 
case of ITAI however, having studied their constitution and 
membership, the College acknowledged that the Institute was 
made up of professional people all of whom were well 
qualified and had spent many years in their profession. 
Ian then came to me with some ideas for a coat of arms 
having discussed the matter at the College with Henry. With 
these together with some of my own and Ian's ideas I 
designed a coat which I tinctured in various combinations. 
These were then presented to the Council and preferences 
obtained. I accompanied Ian and one of his colleagues to 
another meeting with Henry when we decided upon a coat 
which was then blazoned. (Whilst we were at the College I 
took Les Pierson's advice and asked Henry if he would 
show us Bath Book which he readily did). 

The Institute of Traffic Accident Investigators was 
informed on 2nd July 1996 that Garter had approved the 
arms, crest and badge and that the Institute could use them 
forthwith pending the preparation of the letters patent. 

The blazon from York Herald has now been received:-
Arms - Argent Gutty de Sang and de Poix two lions 
combatant Gules on a chief potenty Sable a key fesswise 
wards to the dexter Or surmounted by an open book Argent 
edged Gold bearing the words FESTINA LENTE Sable. 
Crest - Upon a helm a circlet potenty on the upper edge Or 
issuing therefrom an eagle's head Sable beaked Or langued 
Gules furnished with a High Court Judge's wig proper. 
Mantling - Gules doubled Argent. 
Motto - HONESTAS ET INTEGRITAS 
Badge - A key wards upwards and outwards and a quill point 
downwards in saltire enfiling a circlet potenty on the upper 
edge Or. 
An explanation of the charges is as follows;-

Arms - The gouttes of the field represent drops of blood and 
pitch, tar or oil all too frequently mixed together at the scene 
of a road traffic accident. The field is Argent and appropriate 
for a concrete road surface. The two lions combatant 
represent two drivers after an accident or the opposing sides 
in litigation as the case is argued through the Courts. 



The chief Sable (Latin - Sabulum or gravel) again represents 
a tarmac, bitumen or gravel road surface. The potent line 
(French - potent - crutch) alludes to the support offered by 
members of the Institute to litigants. The horizontal lines 
are reminders of the accepted method of showing a single 
tyre mark on a plan of an accident, viz. 

The book represents learning, study and reporting 
FESTINA LENTE translates as 'hasten slowly'; a 
prerequisite of all good forensic investigations. The key 
denotes the 'unlocking of secrets' upon investigation - and 
note that the ward reflects the potent line of the chief. 

Crest - The crest apart from the potent crown was entirely 
Henry's idea. It combines the eagle eye of the investigator 
with the Judge's wig as a symbol of justice. 

Motto - This has been adopted because on several 
occasions members of the legal profession (one - a High 
Court judge) had commented on the ITAI as being a body 
that stands for honesty and integrity. 
How better to close than to quote from a letter received by 
the ITAI magazine from "a well known and respected 
heraldic expert" and dated 20 August 1996. Many thanks 
for your welcome letter and copies of the arms of the 
Institute of Traffic Accident Investigators which I 
think are both very apt and heraldically splendid. I 
particularly like the two lions about to engage in duffing 
each other up, the drops of blood and the legal eagle. The 
composition just shows that heraldry can be fun whilst at 
the same time adhering to mediaeval ideas of recognition 
and pomp - altogether 1 like it - congrats. I cannot think 
of a better way to describe heraldic road rage! 

Hengrave Hall or a Visit to the Bar 
by Rita Titterton (nee Barnes) 

We set off early on Friday [8th November] with the 
intention of a quick visit to relatives in Cambridge, but we 
encountered a two month old second cousin we didn't 

realise existed and spent longer baby cuddling than we had 
intended. When we finally arrived at Hengrave Hall, just 
before the dinner bell, we encountered Mr Brown and 
Mr Kirby who very kindly guided us - in completely the 
wrong direction; however the staff at Hengrave soon put us 
right. 
Steve Slater's idea for the week-end was a coming 
together of like-minds, all with the intention of having a 
good time with a bit of heraldry on the side. So after supper 
and a short talk by Sister Maureen about the Hall and its 
purpose, Herr Arnold Rabbow gave a thought provoking 
talk on the Lions of England, in which he propounded the 
theory that Otto IV of Germany, the favoured nephew of 
Richard I, took them and that Richard himself had taken 
them from the German state of Swabia. Much interesting 
and stimulating discussion ensued particularly at the 

suggestion by 
Arnold that the 
supposed arms of 
the Plantagenet, 
Geoffrey of 
Anjou, from his 
funeral plate in Le 
Mans actually 
shows eight lions 
four, two and two. 
[Neubecker does 
not agree and in 
discussing the 
drawings of two 
figures says The 
two men bearing 
shields are the 
earliest evidence 

of the transferring of arms from a man to his descendants. 
The knight with the narrower shield is Geoffrey 
Plantagenet; the likeness is from the enamel portrait at Le 
Mans, painted in 1151. The knight with the shorter shield 
is William Longspee. He was in fact Geoffrey's 
illegitimate grandchild. His arms are not only shown on 
his tomb, but are also recorded in colour by Matthew 
Paris. Both the tomb and Matthew Paris confirm that his 
shield contains six lions. Eds] 
Saturday morning - up early to the sounds of the country 
and a guided tour of the Hall and its environs by Bunny 
Henwood. Unfortunately, I was forced to study and lie 
down for a bit. I am in training for the next Olympics and 
am a Gold medal contender in the 'sleeping for my Country' 
event; so I missed all the fun. After lunch, with pre-
prandial libations in the Greengage 
Room - the bar to you, we had a 
breathtaking display by the noted 
robe makers, Ede & Ravenscroft. 
With one million pounds of insurance 
already sponsored we were able to 
spend a very pleasant, yet exciting, 
afternoon trying on Heralds' tabards, 
various robes of state including those 
of Garter Knights and High Court 
Judges complete with full-bottomed wigs. We were joined 
for this session by the Suffolk Heraldry Society including 
Sir Edmund Paston-Bedingfeld Bt. although most 
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