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Editorial 
On Sunday, 29th September, twenty-six of us set out for 
Arundel on a visit to mark the 20th Anniversary of the 
founding of the Middlesex Heraldry Society. We were a 

mixed group of local 
and country members 
together with a 
smattering of members' 
friends. The occasion, 
was masterminded by 
Chairman Nan, who 
seemed to have lost her 
touch as far as the 
weather was concerned 
as it rained and blew 
steadily all day long. 
However the weather 
didn't spoil the 
pleasure of being 
together and seeing 
some wonderful 

V i r t u e a l o n e is u n c o n q u e r a b l e . 

Arms of the Duke of Norfolk 

heraldry a good deal of which was recognisable by even the 
least erudite members of the party. There were also one or 
two shields that stumped the pundits! As we drove home 
thinking of what a happy day it had been despite the 
inclement weather we suddenly realised that Nan's luck 
hadn't deserted her - the visit should have taken place on the 
previous Sunday - a warm, dry and sunny day - but was 
changed to accommodate your editors who would otherwise 
have been on holiday. We are so sorry! 
[A full report of the visit will appear in the next issue of 
Seaxe.] 

times the fur trade imported vast quantities of squirrel skins, 
packed in "timbers" of forty, from the Baltic region into 
England. Imports of squirrel skins far exceeded the 
combined imports of all other skins: ermine, sable, beaver, 
etc. over a long period. 
The squirrels of the Baltic region, and of other parts of 
Europe, are all of one species, sciurus vulgaris, as is our own 
native "red" squirrel. Variations in shades and colours seem 
largely to reflect differences of diet, of seasonal changes and 
of the severity of climate in particular habitats. It seems 
strange that the skins of the native red squirrel were, 
apparently, so little used. It could hardly have been the 
English love of animals or reluctance to kill, as squirrels 
were hunted, trapped and shot for the pot, and for sport. 
Perhaps only the thicker winter coats were considered worth 
using; this would parallel the use of ermine. The winter coat 
of the stoat was very highly regarded and reserved for royalty 
and nobility, whereas there seems to be no mention of the use 
of stoat fur per se. 
An early example of the use of vair is shown in the lining of 
Geoffrey Of Anjou's cloak, but this is not part of the arms. 
Possibly the earliest heraldic use was in the arms of Ferrers 

- Vairy Or and Gules. This may have been 
a punning coat, and it is interesting that it is 
red rather than blue. Thomas Baty, in 

states that from a 
rough check of the arms of about five 
hundred peerages, the use of red and blue 
was of almost equal frequency. While the 
puzzle remains, perhaps it is a good thing 
that the skins of red squirrels are not used; 

Their very existence is under very great threat from the 
introduced American grey squirrels. Save our Red Squirrels! 

Robert de Ferrers 
Earl of Derby 

1254-1265 

Vair by Kay Holmes 
It is now generally accepted that Cinderella's "glass" slipper 
was actually made of squirrel fur, confusion arising between 
the French word verre meaning glass and the heraldic fur, 

vair. Vair is a stylised 
representation of the 
skins of squirrels, 
alternately blue-grey 
and white from the back 
and underbelly of the 
animal. The term comes 
from the Latin varium 
onus. In mediaeval 

Early and modern versions of vair 

Christmas Edition of Seaxe 
Please let us have your contributions as soon as possible -
anything with a Christmas flavour would be most acceptable 
- but let us anyway have something heraldic. Where are all 
these "home town" efforts - surely we are not all ashamed of 
our antecedents? 



Visit to Croydon Palace by Marjorie Kirby 

Unfortunately the visit to Croydon Palace on 25th July 
coincided with the Tube strike so that out of the original 
fifteen members who had expressed their intention of 
being there only seven actually "made it". This was a 
pity because Mrs Yvonne Walker, (the author of the 
booklet Lords OF CROYDON Palace) was the tour 
organiser and our guide - not only had she planned an 
excellent tour but she laid much emphasis on the 
heraldry which she admitted she had "mugged up" for 
the occasion and in deference to our Society! Mrs 
Walker also showed us a puzzling coat of arms* which 
she hoped one of us might be able to identify. 
The Palace which was once a residence of the 
Archbishops of Canterbury - the last stopping off place 
on the route from Canterbury to Lambeth Palace - is 
now a girls' school with almost 800 pupils many of 
whose classrooms are still part of the old Palace. The 
Long Gallery, where Queen Elizabeth I walked, is now 
two classrooms and her bedroom is another. 

Records at Lambeth show that many archbishops visited 
Croydon Palace and some left their mark. In fact, after 
1374, a vast programme of building took place -
Archbishop Sudbury had the principal chamber built 
whilst for Courtenay, c.1390, it was a small private 
chapel and Arundel was responsible for the Hall and 

Guard Room. The latter still exists and in it can be seen 
his coat of arms. Chichely, between 1414 and 1443, 
transformed the old church into a splendid structure in 

the Perpendicular style. Stafford, 1443-
1452, built the Great Hall in the reign of 
Henry VI but there is doubt about the 
correctness of the royal arms** therein. 
Bourchier had the present chapel 
constructed and his successor, Morton, 
enlarged it. Morton also built a private 
dining room adjacent to the Guard 

Room. In the chapel his punning rebus of a barrel or tun 
and the letters MOR can still be seen. 
In Tudor times the Palace was much used, not only by 
the Archbishops, but also by all the Tudor sovereigns. 

In 1567, during the tenure of 
Archbishop Parker, Queen Elizabeth 
held a council meeting at Croydon 
'House'. Parker, the original 'Nosey' 
Parker, had the elevated pew in the 
chapel constructed. During the tenure of 
John Whitgift, the third Primate in the 
reign of Queen Elizabeth, Sir 

Christopher Hatton received the Great Seal from the 
Queen, in the Long Gallery. Whitgift's benefactions 

are still apparent in Croydon and 
Lambeth - in 1596 he founded the 
Hospital of the Holy Trinity for 30-40 
poor, needy or impotent people living 
in the locality. The Whitgift 
Foundation celebrated its quater-
centenary this year and, during its 
four hundred years of existence, has 
grown enormously; its influence can 

still be discerned in Trinity School, Whitgift House, 
Whitgift School, the Old Palace School for Girls and the 
Whitgift Centre - a large shopping and business precinct. 
George Abbott, Archbishop of Canterbury for twenty 
two years and more readily associated with the hospital 
at Guildford, was said to have been inspired by 
Whitgift's hospital at Croydon. 
Archbishop Laud did much to beautify the chapel by 
railing off the altar and panelling the walls with oak. He 

Whitgift 

erected stalls carved with his arms impaled by the arms 
of the Sees representing the different stages of his career 
- St. Davids, Bath & Wells, London and Canterbury 
together with the arms of the Deanery of Gloucester and 
St. Johns College, Oxford. In addition he was 
responsible for the installation of stained glass windows 
and the organ. 
After the Commonwealth Archbishop Juxon restored 

the chapel where his arms are 
repeated several times on the central 
rafters. He spent around £15,000 at 
Lambeth and Croydon to repair the 
damage caused by Cromwell's 
troops. In the Hanoverian period 
Archbishop Herring refurbished the 
Palace and laid out the gardens. He 
strengthened the roof of the Great 

Hall with tie beams of Spanish Chestnut on one of 
which can be seen his initials and canting coat of arms. 
In the 19th century Croydon Palace was no longer used 
as a residence of the Primates of All England and the 
Palace, for a time, suffered the indignity of usage as a 
dyeing plant. But now with the help of the Friends of 
the Old Palace at Croydon, the Whitgift Foundation and, 
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