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Editorial 
In the June Newsle t te r (Seaxe No.5) w e asked for it and 

we got it! There is an object ion to the p rominence given 

to mili taria part icularly w h e n it appears on the front page 

and the objector cannot imagine "anyone i n the 

Middlesex H e r a l d r y S o c i e t y w a i t i n g 

a g o g for the particularly difficult histories 
of B r i t i s h regiments". W e are r eminded that we 
are a heraldry society not a military society . W e , in turn, 
feel that heraldry is , or should be , a very wide subject -
we are a small society and very few of us are erudi te 
purists - w e are concerned not only wi th heraldry itself 
but a lso in applied genea logy , history and connected 
i tems of general and current interest. In addit ion to the 
service we try to give to our exist ing m e m b e r s we feel it 
is part of our duty to attract new m e m b e r s and we 
certainly would not have been attracted had we been 
confronted by some of the learned discourse one reads in 
other publications. After al l , if you want a m o r e learned 
treatise all you need d o is join the The Hera ldry Society 
and read the Heraldry Gazet te . As w e were told w h e n we 

took on the Seaxe editorship - it is someth ing to be 

enjoyed not to be treated as a chore . 
The " typography" has also been crit icised - the italic type 

is hard to read - the "Olde English" is a lso "difficult 
to r e a d , is u g l y , h a s n o p l a c e i n modern 

typography a n d is s e l d o m used". Aga in , w e 
can m u c h more easily p roduce a plain News- shee t but w e 
felt our readers deserved m o r e than that . The 

B r u s h s c r i p is used to indicate that extracts from an 
actual let ter have been quoted , italic and bold type are 
used to highl ight n a m e s of people and places and one of 
y o u r editors th inks that "Olde English" head ings are 
appropr ia te to the subjects w e are d iscuss ing . 

I l l u s t r a t i o n s have not escaped and w e are told that "not 

a l l i l lus tra t ions l e n d themse lves to 

reduction" and that "it is better to l e a v e t h e m 

out if they become ind i s t inc t or fuzzy". The 
Tradescant ha tchment is cited as an e x a m p l e . 
O n e favourable c o m m e n t is that the doub le co lumn 
format has saved a critic from us ing his finger! 

Obvious ly w e mus t now ask for the v iews , op in ions and 
sugges t ions from our member sh ip and w e should 
therefore b e grateful if you would take a few minutes to 
comple te the at tached ques t ionnai re . It should be 
returned as soon as possible to the Joint Edi tors or to any 
m e m b e r of the Commi t t ee . 

Saint David 
M a r k Arno ld , is currently reading History at St. David 's 
Univers i ty Col lege , Lampete r , Dyfed and has entered into 
cor respondence wi th the Heraldry Gazette through 
another m e m b e r , its Edi tor , Pete Taylor . The interesting 
informat ion he impar t s is that St. David ' s Col lege was 
founded in 1822 by B i shop T h o m a s Burgess of the See 
of St . Dav ids and later Salisbury - originally as a 

theological college -
the first s tudents being 
admit ted in 1827. It 
received its first Royal 
Char ter permit t ing the 
conferment of its own 
degrees in 1828. 
After Oxford and 
Cambr idge , St. Davids 
is the oldest degree 
awarding col lege in 
both England and 
Wales . Unti l 1961 it 
survived without 

formal government 
assis tance but in 1971 

it was linked to the Univers i ty of Wales . The degrees 
awarded are those of the Univers i ty of W a l e s . The a rms 
of the Col lege are ; - Sable between four cinquefoils in 
cross Or a figure representing St. David standing in 

Archiepiscopal robes in a niche under 
a canopy holding in his dexter hand a 
crosier and in his sinister a book all 
gold (Or). The mot to is : - Cair Duw 
Goreu Dysg (God 's W o r d is the best 
Learn ing) . The predominant t inctures 
O r and Sable are taken from the a rms 
of both St . Dav id and the Welsh See 
whe re the a rms are:- Sable on a cross 
Or five cinquefoils of the first. (cont'd) 

St. Davids College 
University of Wales 

See of St.Davids 

Page 1 



Women's Arms 
in a recent let ter f rom P e t e Taylor and with reference to 

Seaxe N o . 6 P a g e 3 h e wr i tes that he k n o w s the 

N a t i o n a l P r e s s is to b l a m e for s a y i n g the 
C o l l e g e of A r m s h a s embraced the cause 
of f e m i n i s m - but the f a c t is the C o l l e g e 
of A r m s is a n i n a n i m a t e object, a 
bu i ld ing , unable to embrace a n y t h i n g or 
anybody . I t w o u l d s u r e l y have been more 
correct to s a y the E n g l i s h K i n g s of A r m s 
have cons idered a n d issued a n edic t to 

embrace the cause of f e m i n i s m . 
Y o u r Edi tors h a v e consul ted their Comple t e Oxford 
Dic t ionary and find the fol lowing under the heading 
Col lege: -
P r o m the Latin collegium = co l leagueship , par tnership , 
hence a body of co l leagues , a fraternity. 
(1) An organised society o f persons performing 

certain functions a n d posses s ing 
certain rights a n d privi leges: a body o f 
colleagues, a guild, fe l lowship , association. 

(a) Re l ig ious - a m o n g the examples are col lege 
of c a r d i n a l s = the 70 cardinals of the R o m a n 
Church w h o const i tute the Pope ' s counci l and elect 
to the papacy from their o w n number . 

(b) Secular - a m o n g the examples here are Hera lds ' 
Col lege or Col lege o f Arms = the corporat ion 
of Heralds wh ich records proved pedigrees and 
grants a rmor ia l bear ings . S imi lar chartered 
bod ies in Eng land are the Col lege of Phys ic i ans . 
Col lege of Su rgeons , e tc . 

The m e a n i n g - The building o r set of buildings occup ied 
by such society o r insti tution gets only fifth p lace - so , 
for once , the Nat iona l P res s did get it r ight! 

Saint David (cont 'd) 

in a further let ter M a r k d i scusses in detail the a rms of 
S t . Dav id , borne by the b i shops and d iocese of St . 
Dav ids and b lazoned overleaf, In his let ter he says that 

T h e c inquefoi l is S a i d to represent the 
rose once k n o w n i n Pembrokesh ire , a s S t . 
D a v i d ' s rose - i t is the whi t e -pe ta l l ed , 
sweet - scented B u r n e t rose which f lowers 
between May a n d J u l y , a l o n g the coast 
p a t h s a n d a m o n g t h e s a n d dunes of the 
county. 
Accord ing to Mark the or igins of the coat of a r m s are 
obscure ; it m a y have been that of B i s h o p B e r n a r d 
in the ear ly 12th century . The colours were those of 
R h y s a p T e w d r , k ing of Sou th W a l e s w h e n R h y g f a r c h 
wrote ins "Life o f St. David". R h y s gave the Cantref 
Peb id iog , the area latterly k n o w n as Dewis l and , to the 
Church ; he was kil led in a skirmish in the Brecon area in 
1 0 9 1 . A p o e m by the mediaeval W e l s h poet , Gwynfarrd 
Bryche in iog (c 1170) , listed all the impor tan t D e w i 
churches of the t ime. Eventua l ly , s o m e 53 churches were 
dedicated to St . D a v i d in south W a l e s and the border , but 
none in north W a l e s . 

Steady The Buff's 
Pete Tay lor wr i tes that in Seaxe No.5 
(June) w e say that the origin of the 
d ragon badge of T h e Buffs was 
u n k n o w n and quo te s from S imkin ' s 
Uniforms o f the British Army wh ich 

states T h e green d r a g o n w a s o f f i c ia l ly 
recognised a s the anc ient b a d g e of the 
reg iment a l though the or ig ins a r e not 
k n o w n for certain goes on to say - and this is of 

heraldic interest, albeit supposi t ion - T h e f irst 
Queen E l i z a b e t h h a d a d r a g o n supporter 
to her g r a n t of a r m s . T h e his tor ian , 
C a n n o n s u g g e s t s t h a t w h e n T h e B u f f s 
were i n B r u g e s c 1 7 0 7 , t h e y a d o p t e d the 
dragon which the c i ty h a d captured i n the 
C r u s a d e s . I [Simkin] s u g g e s t t h a t the 
grif f in from the a r m s of General Wil ls , 
once their C o l o n e l , m i g h t a l s o be a 
source . 

Corrigendum - Brown Becomes Baron 
N o this is no t an extract from an honours list no r does it 
m e a n that one of our illustrious m e m b e r s has been 
ennobled - bu t it d o e s m e a n that R o n B r o w n h a s caught 
u s out and has r eminded us that D a v i d L e e , in his talk on 
The Victorian World o f Heraldry men t ioned , a m o n g 
o thers O s w a l d Baron not B r o w n as published. Sorry 
R o n bu t glad to k n o w y o u read i t . 
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Militaria No .5 - The Royal 
Northumberland Fusiliers 
The regiment w a s raised in 1674 by Colonel Danie l 
O'Brien, Viscount Clare , for service in Hol land as part 
of the forces of the P r i n c e of O r a n g e . It was k n o w n as 
Lord O'Brien's R e g i m e n t (or T h e Irish R e g i m e n t ) and 
though recalled to Bri ta in by J a m e s II in 1685 , it returned 
to Hol land the fol lowing year and only c a m e on to the 

Bri t i sh permanent establishment wi th the 
access ion of Wi l l i am of O r a n g e in 1688. 
The reg iment w a s then ranked 5th F o o t 
and was k n o w n as Colonel To l l emache ' s 
R e g i m e n t of Foot . U p to 1751 the 
regiment changed its n a m e wi th i ts 
colonels but in that yea r b e c a m e the 5 th 
(or the N o r t h u m b e r l a n d ) R e g i m e n t o f 

Foo t . in 1836 it b e c a m e the 
5th R e g i m e n t of Foo t (Nor thumber land 
Fusil iers) but there were more changes to 
c o m e . in 1881 it b e c a m e k n o w n as 
T h e N o r t h u m b e r l a n d Fusi l iers and in 1935 , 
G e o r g e V granted the prefix Roya l to the 
regimenta l t i t le. Sad ly , on St. George ' s D a y 
in 1968, the reg iment lost its identi ty by its 
ama lgamat ion wi th the T h e Royal 
W a r w i c k s h i r e Fusi l iers , T h e Roya l Fusi l iers (City of 
L o n d o n R e g i m e n t ) and T h e Lancash ire Fusi l iers t o 

form T h e Roya l R e g i m e n t o f Fus i l i ers . 
The or iginal regiment took part in the 
W a r of Amer ican Independence , the 
Peninsular W a r , the I n d i a n Mut iny and the 
B o e r W a r and, a m o n g its m a n y batt le 

honours , are M o n s , M a r n e , Ypres , S o m m e 
and Suvla from W o r l d W a r I - Dunk i rk , 

Caen, Sidi Bar ran i , Tobruk , El A leme in , Sa le rno and 
Cass ino from W o r l d W a r II and Imjin from the K o r e a n 
W a r . Ten m e m b e r s of the reg iment have been awarded 
the Victoria C r o s s . 

W h e r e v e r they have been and in h o w e v e r c lose contact 
with the e n e m y The Fifth always wore roses in their 
caps on St. George's D a y - 23rd Apr i l . They wore the 
roses in the Imjin R ive r battle in Korea fought on 23 
Apri l 1951 and t w o filthy and emac ia ted pr isoners of the 
Japanese were observed to b e wear ing them in what w a s 
left of their hats whilst work ing on the B u r m a - S i a m 
Railway. The regiment had one claim to fame winch w a s 
a lmost un ique in the Bri t ish A r m y - serving in their 
ranks in the Peninsular W a r w a s a w o m a n soldier, 
P h o e b e Hesse l ; she was eventual ly awarded a pension 
by G e o r g e IV and a s tone s tands to her m e m o r y in H o v e 
churchyard . 

N i c k n a m e s were - The Fighting Fifth - f rom a 
descr ipt ion of the regiment by the D u k e of Wel l ington 
dur ing a crit ical period of the Peninsu la r W a r - "The 
ever fighting, often tried, but never failing Fifth". A s a 
result T h e Iron D u k e selected t hem as his personal 
bodyguard whereupon they collected the further sobriquet 
of The Duke of Wellington's or Wellington's or 

Royal Regiment 
of Fusiliers 

Wellesley's Bodyguard. A t this t ime they b e c a m e 
k n o w n also as The Old & Bold or The Old Bold Fifth. 
The reg imen t a lways placed great store by the 
phylacter ies of the parade ground - bet ter k n o w n as 
"bull" and, in Ireland in 1769, the regiment became 
k n o w n as The Shiners because of its except ional ly smart 

' turn out ' . 
The regimental m o t t o w a s - Quo Fata Vocant var iously 
translated as "Whi the r the Fates s u m m o n " and 
" W h e r e v e r fate ca l l s" . 
The Reg imen ta l H Q is that of T h e Royal R e g i m e n t of 
Fus i l i ers . - The T o w e r of L o n d o n although The Old 
Bold Fifth h a v e their o w n Reg imenta l M u s e u m at 
Alnwick Cast le , the seat of the D u k e s of 
Nor thumber l and . The recruitment area n o w covers 
Nor thumber l and , Lancash i re , Warwicksh i re , Mid lands 
and Grea te r L o n d o n . 

Postscript 
Dur ing proof reading one of y o u r editors remarked on the 
very interest ing nature of the nutshell history of 

T h e R o y a l N o r t h u m b e r l a n d Fusi l iers but asked where 
was the connec t ion wi th Nor thumber land as there was 
noth ing to indicate this in the prev ious narrat ive. After 
m o r e research w e discovered by courtesy of Dav id 
Ascol i the fol lowing explana t ion . In the s u m m e r of 1782 
the Adjutant -Genera l sent a letter to the regiments of foot 
sugges t ing that they m a y care to be associated with a 
par t icular county as opposed to being "Colonel Bloggs 
R e g i m e n t " wi th a n e w n a m e every t ime the Colonel 
changed . M o s t Co lone l s objected to the idea but Earl 
Percy w a s enchanted and replied I have T h i s 

Instant received your letter of 2 7 t h J u l y , 
a n d cannot hes i tate One M o m e n t i n 
w i s h i n g t h a t the 5th R e g t , of foot may 
bear the n a m e of the C o u n t y of 
N o r t h u m b e r l a n d , w i t h which I have the 
P l e a s u r e to be s o near ly connected. 

The Tradescant Garden 
W e w o n d e r h o w m a n y m e m b e r s w h o visi ted the 
Tradescan t Garden and L a m b e t h Pa lace recently read the 
splendid article about the t w o peop le w h o were mainly 
respons ib le for its t ransformat ion from waste land to " a 
thing of beauty" . They are , of course , the Nicholsons , 
J o h n and R o s e m a r y - and it was the latter w h o quietly 
w e l c o m e d mos t of us on ou r visit - giving us n o 
indication of h o w impor tan t to the project she is . The 
phoenix l ike story appeared in the magaz ine section of 
The Daily Telegraph on 22nd July and we have retained 
our copy should any m e m b e r wish to read it. 
incidentally did anyone not ice that the article w a s writ ten 
by R o b e r t C h e s s h y r e ? 
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Up in Arms 
Pete Tay lor in the Hera ldry Gazet te of M a r c h 1995 says 
that in a let ter to The T i m e s of 6 th D e c e m b e r 1994*, M r 
H u b e r t Chesshyre , then Ches ter Hera ld bu t n o w Nor roy 

and Uls ter K ing of a rms wrote : - Sir/ M r s H a r t 

(letter, N o v e m b e r 2 4 ) g ives a succ inct 

def in i t ion of the w o r d crest, but I wonder 

h o w m a n y peop le w i l l absorb i t . T h e 

p e d a n t i c pr ies thood i n the C o l l e g e of 

A r m s (your l e a d e r of N o v e m b e r 19) is 

s u r e l y jus t i f i ed i n dep lor ing the m i s u s e of 

the w o r d , a s the error is such a bas ic one. 

M o s t a r m s cons is t of a s h i e l d a n d a 

crest, a n d to t a l k about the who le coat of 

a r m s a s a crest is l i k e c a l l i n g a house a 

ch imney . Many e a r l y c o a t s of a r m s (eg . 

those of m o s t Oxford a n d C a m b r i d g e 

col leges) consis t of a s h i e l d only , a n d 

w h e n t h i s is depic ted on t i e s or s ta t ionery 

i t is a common error to call such i t ems 

crested. I bel ieve the m i s u s e or ig inated 

i n i n the 1 8 t h century pract ice of 

engrav ing o n l y the crest on s m a l l i t e m s 

such a s s p o o n s a n d forks , w h i l e reserving 

the f u l l coa t of a r m s for larger i t e m s l i k e 

s a l v e r s . Co l l ec t ions of crests a l o n e were 

publ i shed a t l e a s t a s e a r l y a s 1 7 7 8 (W. 

S h a r p ) a n d cont inued r ight up u n t i l the 

l a s t ed i t ion of Fa irba irns ' s B o o k of 

Crests i n 1 9 0 5 . I t is therefore 

unders tandable t h a t many peop le th ink a 

crest is the s a m e a s a coat of a r m s , but 

they a r e nevertheless wrong . 

[*We th ink Ches te r Hera ld would h a v e been too y o u n g to 
wri te to The T i m e s in 1944 - the da te actual ly printed! 
Eds ] 

And About Time Too 
This w a s fo l lowed in the Hera ldry Gaze t t e of J u n e 1995 , 

by another editorial from Pete T a y l o r in which h e says 

T h e T i m e s publ i shed a letter a t the 
beginning of th i s y e a r from Chester 
H e r a l d , c o m p l a i n i n g a n d r i g h t l y s o , t h a t 

the newspaper h a d referred to L a d y 

T h a t c h e r ' s a r m s a s her 'crest' , s ometh ing 

which s h e does not have . T h i s is 

probably the o ldes t chestnut i n the book of 

journa l i s t i c s o l e c i s m s , but w e have long 

a g o g iven u p our f ight a g a i n s t i n v i n c i b l e 

ignorance. S h o r t l y after Chester ' s letter 

w a s publ i shed, the 'crest' of the B a r i n g s , 

the d i scred i ted bankers , w a s publ i shed i n 

T h e T i m e s a n d s o described. W h a t w a s 

i n f a c t dep ic ted w a s the m a r i t a l 

achievement of E d w a r d ( B a r i n g ) , 1st 

B a r o n R e v e l s t o k e (d i ed 1 8 9 7 ) a n d h i s 

wi fe , L o u i s a , daughter of John B u l t e e l . 

N o r r o y a n d U l s t e r wrote a further letter 

about t h i s , but, a l though i t w a s not 

pub l i shed the m e s s a g e s e e m s to h a v e been 

received a s the Chie f R e v i s e E d i t o r of 

T h e T i m e s is go ing to ment ion the abuse 

of the w o r d 'crest' i n the n e w u p d a t e d 

m a n u a l for u s e by T h e T i m e s s taf f . L e t 

u s hope t h a t t h i s is no Pyrrhic V ic tory . 

Et Tu Harrow 
Quite Coincidentally P e g g y Foster sent us the front page 
of The Harrow & Northwood Informer - I s sue No .21 
dated 26th M a y 1995 which states that the bo rough is 
p lanning to di tch its s ix-year-old logo and rever t to the 

tradit ional counci l crest which 
da tes back nearly sixty years . 
The aim is to end misuse of the 
modern mot to , 'a responsible 
L o n d o n borough ' , wh ich is 
located unde r the logo depict ing 
Har row ' s sky-l ine , and was 
introduced by the previous 

Conse rva t ive administration. T h e 1938 crest boas ts a 
Lat in m o t t o Salus populi suprema lex wh ich translates as 

- The wel l -being of the 
people is the highest law' . 
The m o v e t o di tch the logo 
h a s been approved by the 
council 's communica t ions 
pane l . The plan also needs 
the agreement of the policy 
and resources commit tee 
and full counci l . The crest 
is d u e t o be phased in over 

A Responsible London Borough 
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